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. Let us draw near and see what is going on. 

Yes, Mr. Sentinel, we are to pass. If you don’t Tee us through, we shall 
simply hop over you. Oh, you won’t? “Strict orders,” eh? 

Now boys and girls, up with you. Hop, skip, and jump right over his head. 
What a thing it is to be able to do this; we are the Westmacott ease 
you know. 

Now we are right in the midst of the eager and excited throng. Here are 
the barons in their mailed armour, looking very determined, and here are twenty- 
five of their number who are to form the council which is to see the observance 

of the Charter. As they are very important men, I will give you the list. I don’t 
expect you to learn it by heart, but it is well to know who they are. They are 

called “ the Conservators of Liberty.” 

The Earls of Clare, Albemarle, Gloucester, Winchester, and Hereford ; 

Roger Bigod (Earl of Norfolk), Robert de Vere (Earl of Oxford), William 

' Mareschal the Younger, Robert FitzWalter, Gilbert de Clare, Eustace de 

Vescey, Gilbert Delaval, William de Moubray, Geoffrey de Say, Roger de 

Mombezon, William de Huntingfield, Robert de Ros (the Constable of Chester), 

William de Aubenie, Richard de Perci, William Malet, John FitzRobert, 

William de Landvala, Hugh de Bigod, and Roger de Montfitchet. 

Behind the King, who is seated at a table, looking for all the world “like a 

possum up a gum tree,” are the Bishops, very staid and demure in their 

demeanour, as becometh Bishops, but with a sly Episcopal twinkle in their eyes 

as they are rejoicing in having got this slippery King within their hands at last. 

Now one after another the barons sign their names, and at last the King 

with a sigh puts his signature at the bottom, his royal seal is affixed, and the 

sound of trumpets all over the camp tells us that the deed is done, or rather 

signed, sealed, and delivered. 

What was this wonderful deed? It promised liberty all round; the King 

first of all was to be true and just in all his dealings ; no one was to be taxed, 

fined, or imprisoned, unless by consent of his peers. The rights of the Church, of 

the barons, and of the people were to be observed, according to the Charter of 

Henry I. Justice was to be had by all for nothing (I only wish it could be, 

then there would be no six and eightpences to pay). 

It was declared illegal to exact money from the people without the consent 

of a General Council of the State; it enacted that no freeman should be 

arrested except in accordance with the law of the land. It was arranged that 

London and the Tower should remain in the hands of the barons as security for


