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forward to the fulfilment of the King’s promise. One day this long expected 

gift came. What do you think it was? It proved to be a heavy piece of 

lead, which was so constructed that when it was put upon the unhappy Arch- 

deacon, it covered him completely all but his head, which was allowed to come 

through a hole cut in the top. This was “the warm cope.” After the Arch- 

deacon had been placed in it, he found that it was so heavy that he could 

not move. He had to stand with his head thrust out, for it fastened closely 

round his neck; and in this miserable condition, with no one coming to his 

assistance, he was allowed slowly to starve to death. 

Pandulf returned to France, and told Philip, who had been preparing to 

come and claim the English throne, that John had made his submission to the 

Pope, and that he must now be left alone. Philip was indignant at this, and 

declared the Pope had treated him very badly,and had put him to great expense 

in getting together an army for the invasion of England. He called his barons 

together, and they all agreed with him that John should be attacked. There 

was, however, one who dissented from this, and that was Ferrand, the Earl of 

Flanders. Philip was very angry with him, and ended by saying, “Either 

Flanders shall be annexed to the crown of France, or France shall be annexed 

to Flanders ; we shall soon see which it shall be.” Ferrand fled away, and Philip 

immediately invaded his country, capturing Cassel, Ypres, and Bruges, and 

encamping his army under the very walls of Ghent. 

_ The English fleet put out from Portsmouth to come to the aid of John’s 

ally, and crossing over the sea, captured 300 ships of war with all their stores, 

burning 100 more. 

John plucked up courage at this unexpected victory of his fleet, and 

proposed ‘to attack Philip at once; he ordered his troops to meet him at Ports- 

mouth, but the barons refused to follow him, as he had not fulfilled his promise 

to recall those whom he had previously exiled. 

The King was obliged to give way, and a number of Bishops and monks. iis 

had been banished were allowed to return. The King met them as they were. 

coming back in triumph, headed by Langton. He threw himself down at their 

fect (so humble was he just now), and asked for forgiveness for himself and his 

people. The Archbishop haviug made him renew his promise to be loyal to 

Mother Church, to respect the rights of the clergy, to be obedient to the Pope, 

and to be true and just in all his dealings, at last consented to give him absolu- 

tion, and then invited him to dinner, so that everyone might see that Church and 

State were,at last at peace togethe1. :


