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John laughed all this to scorn. He did not care himself about church-going, 

that was not at all in his line, and if the Pope cut off his nose to spite his 

face, that was his own look-out, so he went on enjoying himself, becoming 

more and more hated, for now he had the clergy against him, as well as 

the nobles and the common people. 

To divert his mind, and to show how little he really cared for the Pope, 

John now attacked William, King of Scotland, in the North, and Llewellyn, the 

Prince of the Welsh, in the West, and the Irish Princes across the seas, and com- 

pelled all of them to give him a substantial sum of money, and to do homage for 

their different territories. : 

After a time John became somewhat weary of the interdict, but the Pope 

rejected all his proposals with scorn, and the more the King seemed inclined to 

yield, the more arrogant did the Pope become in his demands. At last John 

found himself excommunicated, the Pope absolving his subjects from any 

allegiance to him, declaring that he had forfeited his throne, and that from 

henceforth Philip of France was the rightful King of England. Of course the 

Pope had no right whatever to do all this ; bad man as John was, it was not the 

Pope’s place to interfere. John, however, took his punishment very meekly, for 

he was an arrant coward at heart, as all bullies are, and to win back the Pope’s 

good graces, he yielded to his demands. 

I must tell you that before doing this, however, so the story goes, John had 

sent his ambassadors to the Moorish Mahommed al Nassir, who was making great 

conquests in Spain, and the South of Europe. John sought his aid, and offered 

him his English crown, and also promised that he would become a Mahommedan, if 

the Emir would but advance to his assistance. The Moor asked the ambassadors 

what sort of a man this English King was, and adjured one of them, who was a 

priest, by his Christian faith, to tell him in all sincerity what he knew about 

John. He answered that he was a tyrant, and would very shortly be compelled 

to give up his crown by his subjects, who hated him with an unbounded hatred. 

The Emir, therefore, declined the flattering offer, and John was left to his own 

devices. . 

Although John was a cold-blooded murderer, he was very superstitious, and 

a certain monk, named Peter the Hermit, had predicted that before the Feast of 

the Ascension John would cease to be King. When he heard this, he was 

terrified out of his senses ; it was now three days to that Feast, and what was to 

be done? The Pope had excommunicated him, Philip was about to come 

and claim his crown, his own people, clergy, nobles, gentry, and all decent


