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captured one after another, John’s various fortresses and castles. The citizens of 
Rouen remained faithful to him, and allowed themselves to be besieged until 
they were at the very brink of starvation ; they then made a short truce with 
Philip, and sent to John for help. Their messenger found John enjoying himself 
with banqueting and dissipation. When they told of the piteous plight of their 
fellow-townsmen, John calmly told them that he could not help them, that they 
must get out of their troubles as best they could. You see, John was unfaithful 
and unkind, even to his best friends. Thereupon the citizens opened their gates 
gladly to Philip. The strong castle of Chateau Gaillard, the “Saucy Castle” 
that Richard had built, now yielded to the Bretons, and in three years almost 
the whole of John’s French provinces were taken from him. John, besotted with 
drink and debauchery, looked on idly, while his enemies were making havoc of 
his dominions. 

Now that he had allowed himself to be stripped of his French possessions, 
John turned his attention to a quarrel with the Pope. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury had died, and the younger monks of that cathedral had chosen as his 
successor their sub-prior, Reginald. The elder monks appealed to the King, and 
at his suggestion elected his favourite, John de Grey, Bishop of Norwich. 
He was accordingly enthroned, and made Archbishop, and as the Pope of Rome, 
Innocent III., was then recognised as the Head of the Church, a deputation 
of monks was sent to him to explain the reason of de Grey’s election. 
The Pope, acting in a very peremptory way, said that he would not recognise 
either of these two men, but that they must receive Stephen de Langton as. 
their Archbishop. Langton was a very clever man, and undoubtedly the 
fittest priest for the post; still there was no cause for the way in which 
Innocent acted, for, without waiting for any answer from John, he forthwith 
consecrated Langton at Viterbo. When John heard of this,he was very angry, 
and, saying that the monks of Canterbury were at the bottom of all this trouble, 
he sent a number of soldiers to that city, and drove the monks out of their 
monastery, and compelled them to leave England, vowing that Langton should 
never set foot in this country. Thereupon Innocent, to bring the King to 
his senses, or in other words to the Pope’s feet, laid the whole kingdom under an 
interdict. The churches were closed, no bells were rung or tolled, no services: 
were held, the sacraments could only be administered to infants and the dying, 
and the dead were buried without the Church’s prayers in unconsecrated ground. 
The pictures were covered with a black cloth, the relics were laid on ashes in the 
aisles of the churches, and everywhere there was mourning and lamentation.


