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really was the Sovereign of those. provinces, and that he himself only held them 
in trust for his lord. 

Very soon Arthur found out that Philip was very false and treacherous, 
and that his one desire was to benefit himself, and, becoming afraid of him, in 
despair he fled to his uncle John, and told him how sorry he was for the past. 
John said that he was delighted to see him, but while he was outwardly doing 
everything in his power to make Arthur happy, he was giving secret orders to 
his servants to seize the first opportunity of carrying his nephew off to prison. 
This reached Arthur's ears, and again in despair the poor boy fled back to 
Philip, who being quite as great a humbug as John, opened his arms wide to 
him, and told him that he should have his daughter Marie in marriage. 

Now the two great scamps, Philip and John, made friends together for a 
while, laughed in their sleeves at the simplicity of Arthur. Philip, as agreed 
between the two rogues, told Arthur that he must do homage to his uncle for his 
French Duchies, and the poor young Prince, who was helpless in the hands of 
these two wicked men, was obliged to comply. 

John was married to the daughter of the Earl of Gloucester, He, however, 
had become very much struck with the beauty of Isabella, the betrothed of the 
Count de la Marche, and, seizing his opportunity, he ran away with her, and 
carried her off to England, and upon some frivolous pretext divorced his own 
wife, and made his friend Hubert crown Isabella as his Queen at Westminster. 
The Count de la Marche related his wrongs to his fellow barons, and they 
determined to rise in arms against this wicked King of England. 

John raised an army to attack them, but the English barons, who already 
hated John, had heard of his wrong-doings, and refused to go with him. At 
last, after many arguments, a few promised to go on condition that John restored 
to them their rights and liberties. Those who held out, however, John punished 
by visiting with a very heavy fine, which was called scutage. 

_ Philip now told Arthur that he would side with him against his uncle, and 
proclaimed him Duke of Brittany, Anjou, and Poitou. He sent him; however, 

out to fight with about 500 knights and 500 foot-soldiers, a ridiculously small 
army as against the King of England and his friends. 

Arthur was now a boy of fifteen years old, but very plucky ane determined. 
His grandmother, Queen Eleanor, acting for John, had thrown herself into the 
town of Mirabeau, and Arthur began his campaign at Philip’s advice by 
besieging that town. Eleanor, although 80 years of age, was a woman of great 
courage, and being driven out of the town, took refuge in the castle, from


