
| Sohn. 201 

  

but he looks just now as if he had the mumps. You were.a trifle too hard upon 

him, Jack. 

But now to business; we are going to talk about King John. So seat 

yourselves down, and open your mouths, and shut your eyes, and see what I will 

give you. 

Richard had declared in his “al that Prince Arthur, the Duke of Brittany, 

who was the son of his elder brother, Geoffrey, was his lawful heir as 

King of England, and Duke of Normandy, and of all the other French 

provinces. 

Prince Arthur was then a boy of twelve years of age, and Duke of Brittany, 

apart from his uncle’s will, in his own right. 

John, however, did not approve of this arrangement, and he first of all 

pounced down upon Richard’s treasure, which was stored up in some of his 

Norman castles. 

The provinces of Anjou,’Maine, and Touraine, hearing that there was likely 

to be trouble, declared at once for Arthur as their ruler, and asked King: Philip 

to come to their aid. 

The French King immediately consented, and in order to prepare Arthur 

for his future position, he sent him to Paris to finish his schooling, together with 

his own son Louis. 

John went to Rouen, and ty threats and bribery compelled the people 

of the city to acknowledge him as their Duke. He then crossed over to 

England, whither he had sent some of his friends to make things smooth for him, 

and produced a forged will, which purported to come from King Richard. This 

will nominated John as the successor to the throne. Upon the strength of 

this will, Hubert, the Archbishop of Canterbury, who was John’s fast friend, 

persuaded his brother Bishops and some of the barons about the Court to 

acknowledge John. He was soon crowned and seated on the throne. 

The chief barons of the kingdom, however, would have nothing to say 

to him. They saw very clearly that he had no real right to his position, that he 

was simply a brutal usurper, and so they retired to their castles, and there 

prepared by collecting soldiers together, and by storing provisions and arms, for 

the war that they believed would sooner or later break out. 

Philip was no real friend to Arthur, for directly he had the boy in his power, he 

told him that he must do homage to him, “ ve as a matter of form,” 

for Brittany, Maine, and Anjou. 

Arthur yielded; but of course by doing this he acknowledged that Philip


