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_ to their wishes, and Leopold’s share was spent upon Vienna in making it a grand . 

_ city, and in building its outer and inner walls. 

While Richard was fighting with Philip, enjoying himself to his heart’s 

content, the English people were being more and more oppressed. 

William Fitzosbert, otherwise Longbeard, calling himself the Saviour of the 

Poor, formed a secret society to resist payment of the rates and taxes. He used . 

to harangue the people at St. Paul’s Cross, and became a very popular agitator. . 

Summoned to attend a Council of State, he took flight, was captured, was 

stabbed by an enemy, and then was fastened to the tail of a horse, and dragged 

by the soldiers, bleeding as he was from his wounds, through the streets to the 

Tower, from whence he was eventually taken, and hanged at Smithfield. 

Richard was capable of making a grim joke now and then. For instance, 

in one of his many battles he took as prisoner the Bishop of Beauvais, who was 

fighting against him clad in full armour like an ordinary knight. His clergy 

came and besought Richard to set him free, and on his refusal, they entreated 

Pope Celestine to intercede for the captive Bishop. Accordingly the Pope sent a 

letter to Richard, asking for mercy “For my dear son, the Bishop of Beauvais.” 

Richard, by way of reply, sent the Bishop’s coat of mail, all dented with blows, 

and covered with blood. “This have we found ; know now whether it be thy 

son’s coat or not.” 

The Pope answered, “No, it is the coat of a son of Mars; let Mars deliver 

him if he can.” 

' In vain they offered Richard a ransom of £30,000; the Bishop was 

kept bound hand and foot in a dungeon until Richard's death. 

And now at last death, which he had braved so often on the battle- 

field, found him out. The Count of Limoges found a treasure on his property. 

Twelve knights of full size made of gold, seated round a gold table, had 

been discovered by him buried in the earth. As the Count was Richard’s 

vassal, the King at once laid claim to the property. The Count offered half—six 

of the knights, and part of the table. Richard insisted upon the whole. 

Thereupon the Count shut himself up in his castle of Chatry. Richard 

besieged it, and swore that when he took the castle he would hang everyone 

he found therein from the battlements. The King approached to see how 

the siege was getting on, and an archer, named Bertrand de Gourdon, 

who was standing on the ramparts, took a bow, and fitting an arrow to it, sent it 

speeding into the King’s shoulder. The King, enraged, ordered an 

immediate attack upon the castle; it was taken, and all its defenders 
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