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crown was somewhat in danger, the two great commanders agreed to have a 
short breathing time, and proclaimed a truce for— 

Three years, 

Three months, 

‘Three weeks, 

Three days, 
Three hours. 

Saladin was to keep possession of Jerusalem, allowing Christian pilgrims to visit 
the Holy Sepulchre and other holy places without let or hindrance. Ascalon 
was to be demolished, Acre, Joppa, and other sea-ports were to remain in the 
hands of the Crusaders. 

Very soon after this, Saladin died of ill-health at Damascus ; and just before 
he died, he ordered his winding sheet to be carried through every street, a crier 
proclaiming with a loud voice “This is all that remains to the mighty Saladin.” 
He left all his goods to feed the poor, whether Christians, Jews, or Mahommedans : 
and so died one of the greatest soldiers that ever lived. 

Richard now set sail for England. His own vessel, however, became separated 
from the rest of the fleet, and was driven upon the coast of the Adriatic, in the 
province of Istria. The King knew how Philip had been spreading evil reports 
about him, and how the other kings of Europe were not at all well-disposed 
towards him, so he dressed himself up in the costume of a pilgrim. 
Unfortunately, he had forgotten to alter the dress of his manservant, who, I 
suppose, went about in knee-breeches of red plush, white stockings, powdered 
hair, &c, &c. When John Thomas went to market in this attire, he 
naturally attracted observation, and the police took him up, ran him in, 
put on the thumbscrews, and soon compelled him to tell all about his master. 
Leopold, Duke of Austria, who owed Richard a.grudge; for Richard had 
literally kicked him out of Acre as an arrant coward during the siege 
thereof; now came with a very large body of soldiers, and surrounded the 
house where Richard was staying, and in the dead of night, when he was 
sleeping, fell upon him, and with some difficulty, although the King was 
unarmed, took him prisoner.’ The Emperor of Germany, Henry VI., heard of 
this, and he thought that some money could be made out of it, and So, 
by way of a speculation, he invested 60,000 marks in King Richard Nobbling 
Monopoly Bonds, as they would be called in the language of the Stock 
Exchange of the period, and bought Richard from Leopold for that sum.. 
Richard was then taken to a very remote castle right away in the Tyrol. 

 


