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forty days, and to restore the true Cross to the Christians again. I must 

tell you that this true Cross was supposed to be part of the identical Cross 

upon which our Lord was crucified. Believing that it would bring them 

good fortune, the Crusaders had carried it out with them to battle, but at 

Tiberias, where they were defeated, the holy Cross fell into the hands of the 

Saracens. Terrible were the effects, so a writer of the period tells us, upon 

the little children.. Al! those who were born into the world after the true 

Cross had fallen into the hands of the infidels, had the misfortune to have 

but twenty-two teeth instead of the proper number of thirty-two. Each 

little one lost ten teeth by the transaction.. Instead of cutting their teeth, 

their teeth had taken to cut them, and this was very serious. So it was most 

important to recover this relic. All the nurseries in Christendom were 

calling out for its recovery. 

To show that he meant business, Saladin consented to give a large number 

of hostages for the fulfilment of his promises. The forty days rolled by, 

and still the holy Cross was not returned, nor Acre surrendered. Richard sent a 

sharp message to Saladin, saying that if he did not keep his promise, he 

would know the reason why. On the last day, Saladin still held out, so at_ 

agiven time signal Richard brought a large number of prisoners and hostages to 

the summit of a hill, and the French, who were at Acre, did the same with their 

prisoners on the walls of the town, the Saracens meanwhile looking on, and 

wondering what was to take place. The bugle sounded, and in a moment there 

was seen the flashing of 5,000 bright swords in the sun, and as they swished 

through the air, 5,000 heads were lying bleeding on the ground. The murderers, 

throwing themselves on the still palpitating bodies of their victims, ripped 

them up with their knives, in the hopes of finding jewels in their insides. 

I sincerely hope they were disappointed. é 

Saladin saw all this, and he took an awful vengeance. He had taken 

a large number of Christian prisoners, and he ordered every one of them 

to be brought. out, and forthwith they were cruelly cut to pieces right before 

the eyes of their fellow soldiers, who were powerless to help them. 

Leaving most of his allies behind him, Richard now started with a 

large army for Ascalon, making his way along the sea-shore. 

They were very religious these Crusaders, for whenever they halted 

for the night, a herald used to come out of the camp and in a loud voice 

he would cry three times, “Oh, save the Holy Sepulchre!” All thereupon 

fell upon their knees and lifting their hands in prayer, shouted aloud “ Amen.”


