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“Well, I am not a hard-hearted man, so I will forgive you; and to show you 

how freely I pardon you, instead of chains of iron with which I might have bound 

you, I will have some nice chains of silver made-especially for your Royal Highness. 

You shall indeed come to the Holy Land with me according to our previous 

arrangement, but lest you should change your mind when you get there, and be 

put to any unnecessary expense, I will provide you free gratis with board and 

lodging ; as to your daughter, I will look after her myself.” 

The old man was accordingly fettered hand and foot with heavy chains of 

silver, and was taken to a castle on the coast of Palestine, where he was shut up 

in a hot and close dungeon until the day of his death. Very kind was it not of 

Coeur de Lion? And now Richard felt himself at liberty to attend to his own 

affairs, so he married Berengaria with great pomp and state. 

By way of making things additionally cheerful for the Cypriotes, he demanded 

the surrender of half their property of whatever kind it might be, as.a fine for the 

trouble they had given him. 

Having ruined Isaac, having ruined his daughter, having ruined the chief 

towns of the island, having ruined the inhabitants, the pious Richard felt his heart 

aflame for the rescue of the Holy places from infidel hands, and set sail for Acre. 

Here matters had been going rather badly for the soldiers of the Cross, It 

is true that they were encamped in a semi-circle round the city, which was 

blockaded by sea as well as by land. The besiegers however were themselves 

besieged, for Saladin had collected a very large army which was encamped upon 

the adjoining mountains, and which was keeping a very close watch upon the 

doings of the Crusaders, falling upon them whenever a good chance presented 

itself. In one year—and the siege had already lasted two years—there had been 

buried in the neighbourhood of the Crusaders’ camp in the Christian cemetery : 

6 Archbishops, 

12 Bishops, 

40 Earls, 

500 Barons, 

120,000 soldiers of a lesser degree. 

The Saracens had lost about an equal number. 

As fast, however, as the men died—and they were dying in each army 

at about the rate of 328 a day—others kept arriving, so that the two opposing 

armies were always at full strength. Richard’s arrival with his soldiers was 

very welcome, and the Crusaders threw themselves into the siege with 

renewed vigour. The English King was ill at first with an attack of fever,


