
170 The Children’s Fairy History of England. 

Philip was at once upin arms. In vain Richard dwelt upon his change of 

mind, Philip insisted upon his keeping his engagement ; at last Richard offered 

6,000 marks to be set free. 

“You offer me,” said Philip, “6,000 marks for the blighted affections 

and ruined hopes of my sister. You offer to compensate her thus for the sorrow 

and desolation you bring upon her young life. Never! never! ! never! ! ! 

Make it 10,000 and I am your man.” . 

Richard accordingly offered 10,000 marks by instalments, and Philip 

agreed to make it all right with his sister. This little matter settled, Philip 

set sail for Acre, a richer if. not a wiser man, leaving Richard to square up 

his accounts with the Sicilians. Richard, for an enthusiastic Crusader, had been 

taking it remarkably easy; he had already been nine months on his way to 

the Holy Land. Thinking that perhaps he had better be moving on a 

little, he set sail for Crete, and by the time he arrived there, twenty-five of 

his ships were missing, dispersed by tempest or outsailed. He went on to 

Cyprus, and there he found anchored in the roadstead the two ladies, Eleanor 

and Berengaria, who had preceded him in another ship. It appeared that 

they had heard dreadful accounts of Isaac, the Emperor of that island, and 

rather than be exposed to his rudeness and cruelty, they chose to anchor 

off the shore and face the horrors of sea-sickness. 

Hamlet says, you know, 

“ It’s best to bear the ills we have 
Than fly to others that we know not of.” 

Richard was very angry, and although I am sure that the ladies had no real cause 

for being nervous, he at once demanded satisfaction from Isaac, who straightway 

refused. From hot words they soon got to hot deeds, and Richard gave the word 

to his Crusaders, and Lymasol the capital was taken by assault, and Isaac was 

captured. He offered to pay Coeur de Lion a large sum of money for his ransom, 

to surrender all his castles, and to serve with 500 knights in the war against the 

Turks ; these were the terms that Richard dictated to him. He cooled down, 

however, in the cool of the evening, and resolved that, as these conditions were 

intolerable, he would get out of his enemy’s hands. So he managed to evade the 

guards that Richard had set over him, and escaped, but not for long, however, for 

the King followed him up, and captured his daughter, who was the darling of his 

heart, and attached her to his own person. The broken-hearted father 

came and threw himself down at Richard’s feet, offering everything he possessed 

for the return of his child. Richard looked at him and said:


