
kichard T. 163 

  

Meanwhile the Coronation was performed, and the banquet took place. King 

Richard, with his face beaming all over with smiles, sat at the head of the table. 

Hearing a great noise, he asked what it was. “Oh, your majesty, it is nothing, 

they are simply punishing a few impertinent Jews. The mob is sacking the 

Jewish quarter, and those who resist are being put to death.” “Oh, is that all?” 

said the King, raising his eyebrows, “will you kindly give me another slice of that 

salmon. Brother John, the pleasure of a glass of wine with you.” 

When the banquet was over, and when the Jews’ quarter was burnt* 

down, and the greater part of the Jews had been exterminated, Richard 

thought that perhaps he had taken matters too coolly, so he issued a gracious 
proclamation, in which he took the Jews under his royal protection, and 

forbade anyone to molest them under penalty of incurring his displeasure. 

Seeing that most of the Jews by this time were dead and buried, and that 

the greater part of them were now seven feet deep in the earth, this was very 

kind and considerate on the part of the King. 

Evil news spreads apace, and in other cities of the kingdom the hapless 
Jews were exposed to bitter persecution, and massacre. Lynn, Norwich, 

and Lincoln were now conspicuous for their ill-treatment of the hated race. 

At York, the houses of some of the principal Jews were attacked, and to 

the number of 500 they took refuge in the city castle. The governor one 

morning left the castle on business, but when he returned he found that, 
somewhat suspicious of him, the Jews had shut the gates against him. 
Highly indignant at this, he collected the citizens together and besieged 
the refugees. After several days’ siege the Jews offered a heavy ransom, 
it was refused ; and then, in utter despair, the Jews buried their gold and 

silver, set fire to everything else, cut the throats of their wives and children, 

and stabbed each other to death. A few had stood aloof from all 

this, and before admitting the citizens within the walls, they parleyed 
with them and obtained a promise of having their lives spared, if they 
consented to be baptized as Christians. They agreed to this, and the 
gates were thrown open ; no sooner had the citizens found their way in, than as 
usual, they broke their promises, and slew all the surviving Jews. They 

_ then rushed to the cathedral and made a bonfire in the nave of all the 
Jewish deeds, bonds, and mortgages that they could find, and then they 
went home happy and contented. 

While all this was going on, the King, good man, was occupied in 
preparing for the third Crusade. Saladin, the Sultan of Turkey, had during 
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