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walls and gates, which were shut by night, and strictly guarded by day. In 

narrow, crowded streets, and noisome alleys, always at the East end, the unhappy 

Jews were penned in. In spite of all this, and of the harsh laws that were passed 

against them, the Jews were very quick in business, and excluded as they were 

from all offices of state, and positions of trust, they could give themselves up 

without stint to money-making. You can easily imagine that they became very 

wealthy, and were the principal bankers of the cities wherein they dwelt. 

In London there were a great many rich Jews, and when Richard came to the 

throne they were naturally very anxious to be on good terms with him. Hearing 

of his dealings with the family plate, and of his partiality for hard cash, they 

thought that the nearest way to his heart, his “lion’s heart,” was through his 

pocket. Accordingly they agreed among themselves to offer him, as a Coronation 

present, such magnificent jewels and plate of gold, as would make him open his 

royal eyes a trifle wider than usual. Just before the Coronation, however, Richard 

issued a proclamation in which he strictly forbad either women or Jews approach- 

ing Westminster Abbey, where he was to be crowned, or Westminster Hall, where 

he was going to stretch his royal legs under the mahogany, at the state banquet 

which was to follow. It was very rude and ungallant of Richard thus to shut out 

the ladies, and very harsh of him to exclude the Jews, but so it was. Some of 

the Jews, however, thought that the proclamation was not meant in sober earnest, 

that it was a joke of King Richard’s, and that even if it were genuine, a gold key 
would probably open the door both of the Abbey, and the Hall. So they dressed 

themselves in their best array, and having furnished themselves with plenty of 

money as tips for the vergers, carried beautiful presents as surprises for the King. 

When they came to the door of the Abbey, however, they found some sentinels 

on guard. In vain they offered their money, and showed their presents, the 

sentinels drove them with much violence into the streets, which were 
thronged by an eager crowd of spectators, who had come to see the pomp 

and splendour of the Coronation. Out came the hapless Jews, falling headlong 

on the pavement, their money and their presents were scattered freely in the 

street, and there was a grand scramble, in which I daresay, you children would 

have liked to have joined. Having secured the gold and silver, the people began 

to buffet the Jews, who took to their heels, and ran down the two ranks of the 

dense crowds that were standing on either side of the roadway. As they ran, the 

people ran after them, and very soon they were striking them with their staves, 

and followed this up by beating them to the ground, and trampling them to death. 

And then the cry arose “On to the Jewish quarters, down with the Jews.” And 
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