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up in prison, his children had been severely punished, the Kings of France and 

Scotland had been taught not to meddle in matters that did not concern them, 

and so Henry had leisure to attend to the interests of his ‘own country. 

He instituted the custom of judges going on circuit to the chief country 

towns, there to judge crimes that had been committed in the locality. 

These judges were, however, King’s commissioners as well, and they had 

power to enquire into all matters belonging to the interests of the King, the con- 

dition of his estates, and of his royal forests. They took oaths of fealty to. the 

‘King from all classes of society, from the earls to the villeins, they acted as 

bailiffs and stewards, and everywhere had instructions to do what they could to 

fill the King’s purse. 

There was in those days a curious custom of deciding a case of murder or 

manslaughter by what was called “wager of battle.” The accused threw down his 

glove, and declared his readiness to fight ; the accuser took up the glove, and a 

trial by battle was ordered. 

The accused, with the book of the Gospels in his right hand, and the right 

hand of his accuser in his left, took the following oath : “ Hear me, thou whom I 

hold by the hand. I am not guilty of the felony with which thou hast charged 

me. So help me God and His saints. And this will I defend with my Body, 

against thee as this court shall award.” 

They then exchanged the book and reversed hands and the accuser had his 

turn, thus : “Hear me, thou whom I hold by the hand. Thou art perjured, be- 

cause thou art guilty, so help me God and His saints. And this I will prove 

against thee with my body as this court will award.” 

And then they set to work to fight. Their heads, arms, and legs, were 

bare, and they were armed with a square target of leather and aspear. The 

accused, if conquered and wounded, was immediately hanged or condemned to 

lose some of his members, that is, if in the combat he. was not killed outright. 

The accuser, if he was conquered, providing, of course, that he was not killed, 

was fined sixty shillings, was declared infamous, and deprived of all his rights as 

a freeman. 

And now Henry’s brief period of peace came to an end. His children, just 

to keep their hands in, quarrelled amongst themselves, Henry and Geoffrey, on 

this occasion, attacking Richard. Their father interfered, and then they all 

turned against him. Prince Henry fell into a fever, and sent for his father, 

seeking his forgiveness; fearing, however, that it was only a trap laid for him, 

the King would not go, but sent his ring. The Prince pressed the ring to his


