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was so near to. England, about as near as it is now-a-days, it had never been 
annexed to the English crown. : 

Nicolas Brakespear, the only Englishman who has ever been beved on the 
Papal throne, was then Pope, under the title of Adrian IV. From him Henry 

_ obtained a Bull for the conquest of Ireland. A Bull was very often only a paper 
permission to bully, still the very possession of a Bull cowed all those against 
whom it was directed. 

Put all these bad puns down to the account of Uncle Sam, and take it out 
of him to-night, by making him a booby trap. 

Well, having got this grand Bull, Henry set to work to conquer Ireland. 
That country was then divided into five kingdoms, ruled by five kinglets— 

Ulster. 

Leinster. 

Connaught. 

Munster. 

Meath. 

Dermot, King of Leinster, had run away with the wife of O’Ruarc, Prince 

of Leitrim, and had rightly been driven from Ireland by the King of Connaught. 
He then came to England, and asked for assistance. Strongbow, Earl of 
Pembroke, Robert Fitzstephen, and Maurice Fitzgerald, all men of no character, 
but ripe for any adventures, offered their aid to Dermot. They landed with a 
body of soldiers; Wexford was taken and the men of Ossory were defeated. 
Two hundred heads of those who had been slain were cut off and laid at the 
feet of Dermot. He exulted over them with savage glee, jumping into the air 
and clapping his hands. As he turned over the heads he came across one that 
he recognised as a former enemy. Mad with fury, he took up the head by its 
ears, and tore off the nose with his teeth. If an Irish King could behave like 
this, what must his subjects have been? They were, indeed, a very wild, savage 
race, tall and elegant in figure, with florid complexions. They used to go into 
battle armed with javelins, a sword called a skene, and a, steel hatchet -called a 
Sparte ; they were very courageous, and ey fond of fighting, but very cruel 
and ruthless. 

Dermot, who had now recovered his throne, was anxious to be ‘King of the 

whole of Ireland. Strongbow, who had married Dermot’s daughter, Eva, came 
to his assistance and captured Waterford. Henry became jealous when 
Strongbow seated himself upon the throne of Leinster, and, at last, as he found


