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London, and if she had behaved like a sensible woman, she might have been 

welcomed gladly to the throne. She, however, seemed to have lost her head; 
for she gave herself airs, and was very haughty and tyrannical ; she knew that 
many of the Londoners had been loyal to Stephen, and she resolved to punish 
them by laying a very heavy taxupon them. Noone likes paying even ordinary 
taxes ; so you can. imagine how savage the Londoners became when the tax- 
collector went his rounds. About this time Queen Matilda (it is still raining 
Matildas), Stephen’s wife, entered London with a body of her followers; the 
citizens, hearing of this, rushed to arms and paraded through the streets shouting, 
“Down with the foreigners, we won’t be ruled by a woman.” 

Matilda, seeing that matters were very serious, fled away in terror and took 

refuge in Winchester ; whereupon, Queen Matilda’s army came and besieged 
that city, and between the two Matildas and their followers, Winchester had 
avery sad time. Continual fighting went on in the streets for upwards of seven 
weeks ; two abbeys, forty churches, and a very large number of private houses 
were first pillaged and then burnt. At last the Empress Matilda was defeated, 
and her brother Robert was captured. An exchange of prisoners was then 
made; Robert was released in return for the freedom of Stephen. No sooner 
was Stephen a free man, than after a few days’ rest to recover himself from the 
effects of his prison life, he set to work to besiege Matilda at Oxford. 

She was shut in the city for ten weeks, and provisions then running short 
' she managed one cold winter’s night, carefully disguised, with three attendants, 

to slip out of one of the gates. A sentinel, who had been previously bribed, 
passed her through the sleeping soldiers of Stephen, and she came to the 
banks of the Thames. She crossed over the river on the ice, and managed at 
last to get to Wallingford. 

Here she remained until she heard that her brother Robert and some other 
of her chief supporters were dead; and then giving up her cause as lost, she 
made the channel passage back to Normandy. 

Three years afterwards, her son Henry assembled an army and came over to 
England to see what he could do. Stephen gathered his soldiers together, and 
the two armies encamped within sight of each other, and prepared for action. 
The Archbishop of Canterbury and the Bishop of Winchester, however, resolved 
to try whether peace could not be bresetyed: and persuaded the two leaders to 
consent to a truce, 

Stephen at last consented to nominate Henry as his successor; and 
Henry, in return, did homage to Stephen as his lord. The two Bences now


