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standard to the last, stood round it, in close ranks, and were given absolution 

by the Bishop of Durham, who represented the Archbishop. Bending ‘their 
knees to receive God’s promise of pardon and forgiveness, they uttered a loud 
“ Amen,” and then rose with a firm determination to conquer or die. 

The men of Galloway, raising three shouts, rushed upon them, and, at the 

first charge, broke the ranks of the infantry ; however, the horsemen stood firm, 

and everywhere met their enemies with an unbroken forest of spears. 

It was now the turn of the archers of Yorkshire and Lincolnshire; so, 

without any more ado, they drew their bows and sent their arrows cheerfully 
into the bodies of the Scots and their allies. So successfully did they accomplish 

this, that_in a short time their enemies became like so many porcupines, 

bristling all over with the arrows that had stuck fast in them. This naturally caused 

them a little inconvenience, which was increased when the knights, who had 

been waiting their chance, put spurs to their horses and rushed headlong upon 

the distracted army of King David. On they came, touching them up playfully 

with their iron maces, and prodding them with their spears, varying these 

proceedings by cutting into them with their sharp swords. This was the 

cruellest cut of all, and, accordingly, the Scots cut away in another fashion, and 

ran helter-skelter, each one for himself, and all for bonnie Scotland. 

Little chance had they, however, of reaching bonnie Scotland; for, seeing that 

the tide of victory was turning, the English foot soldiers, with a loud shout 

(excusable under the circumstances), threw themselves upon them to such effect, 

that out of a large army of 28,0co men who had marched to the attack two 

hours before, at the very least, 13,999 were left upon the field of battle. The 

rest saved themselves as best they could. 

King David gathered his routed army together and retreated to Carlisle. 

_ He had had quite enough of Yorkshire by this time, so he left it to itself, and 

contented himself with retaining quiet Le of the more northern counties 

of England. 

Stephen, in the meanwhile, was not idle; to keep his hand in he amused 

himself with bullying the clergy. You remember that he had granted, on his 

coming to’ the throne, a most magnificent Charter, full of grand promises. All 

these promises he very carefully violated directly he was seated on the throne. 

He had promised, among other things, to respect the rights and privileges of 

the Church, and to leave the clergy in possession of their property. He now 

laid violent hands upon four of the richest Bishops, Salisbury, Sarum, Lincoln, . 

and Ely, and, by dint of threats and violence, he compelled them to hand over .


