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Henry was married again to Adelais, the daughter of the Duke of Louvain, 
but he had no other children ; and in order that his nephew William, the son of 
Robert, should be shut out.from the crown, he sent over to his daughter, the 
Empress Matilda, who had now become a widow, and presented her to his 
Barons as the ‘heiress to the throne. He then proposed to marry her to 
Geoffrey, the Count of Anjou. Matilda, who was Empress, did not much relish 
becoming a mere countess, especially as her new husband was but a boy of 
about sixteen. However, she was persuaded to do as her father wished, and 
although three sons, Henry, Geoffrey, and William, were born of this Marriage, very 
soon there was quarrelling in the Anjou family, and the King had his time pretty 
well filled up in trying to keep the peace. 

William, Robert’s son, who might have proved very troublesome after 
Henry’s death, was now wounded in a fight (they were always fighting in those 
days), and died of his wounds. 

And now Henry amused himself in quarrelling with Anselm, and in break- 
ing the promises he made in his Charter of Liberty, by seizing the property of the 
Church. 

However, one day, when he had reigned about thirty-five years, he had 
amongst other good things for his supper a dish of lampreys, a kind of cross 
between a worm and an eel; it was a very rich fish, very delicious, but not a 
wholesome food for men of sixty-seven, as Henry was. He ate, not wisely, but 
too well, and had help after help. Of course no one could say “no” to him (don’t 
you wish you were a king, Bob?), and he, as he often did, took much more than 
was good forhim. He was taken ill soon after; he had to go to bed, and there 
at last he died of indigestion. It was, as Jack says, “A very fishy death.” 

Henry was called Beauclerc, the scholar. He had, however, sometimes a very 
curious way of treating other scholars. There was a poet named Luke le Barré, 
who had taken up arms against him, and had been taken prisoner. The King 
ordered that his eyes should be burnt out of his head. The Earl of Flanders, 
who was present, protested against such cruelty. Henry answered, “Not only 
has he taken arms against me, but he has also written poems holding me up to 
laughter and scorn. From his punishment let other poets take warning what to 
expect if they offend the King of England.” 

The poor man was led away, and red hot irons were put to his eyes; 
maddened with the pain, he tore himself away from his ‘executioners, and dashed 
out his brains against the walls of his dungeon. — 

It was during this reign that Geoffrey of Monmouth published a celebrated


