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was a bad man, Henry ought to have kept faith with him. Henry, however, 
summoned the Earl to come to him to answer forty-five accusations that had 
been brought against him. The Earl of Shrewsbury knowing what this 
summons meant, and singing “‘ Will you walk into my parlour?’ said the 
spider to the fly,” rode away again to one of his strong castles, and there bade — 
defiance to all the King’s horses and all the King’s‘men. The King came and 
took him, and banished him from the kingdom. 

Robert had heard of Shrewsbury’s resisting the King, and at first thought that 
the Earl was in the wrong, and punished him by laying waste his estates that 
were in Normandy. He found out, however, when the Earl came to Normandy 
that he had been banished simply for his faithfulness to himself, and to prevent 
any others of his friends being thus treated, like a generous man, Robert came 
over to England to remind ‘his brother of his solemn promise to forgive all his 
followers. vie 

_ Henry pretended to receive him with great kindness, but he very soon made 
Robert feel that he was a captive, and the Duke was only too glad to get away 
from his false brother by giving up, as the price of his liberty, all claims to the 
pension that had been promised him. , j 

You are right, Charley, “it was downright mean.” 
Robert returned to Normandy very angry, and there he found the Earl of 

Shrewsbury, who was equally angry; they resolved to make an alliance 
together ; for the Earl was still a powerful man, possessing thirty-four castles. 
in Normandy alone. 

Henry, hearing of this, said that all promises had now come to an end, and 
he should come over to deliver the Normans out of the’hand of their foolish and 
wicked Duke. 

He crossed the Channel, and after fighting for some time he at last captured 
Robert. He sent his unfortunate brother over to England, where he was 
imprisoned in the Castle of Cardiff. At first he was allowed a certain amount 
of liberty, but one day he, very naturally, tried to make his escape ; he was 
re-captured and brought back, and, to prevent his doing so again, Henry caused 
his eyes to be put out with red-hot irons. 

Mr. Charles Dickens, in his very interesting “ Child’s History of England,” 
thus writes of poor Robert : é 

“And so in darkness, and in prison many years, he thought of all his past 
life ; of the time he had wasted ; of. the treasure he had squandered ; of the 
opportunities he had thrown away ; of the talents he had neglected. Sometimes,


