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Such were the scenes in which Robert took part, and in which he 

distinguished himself as the bravest among the brave. 

Two great knightly orders were founded as the results of this, the first 

Crusade. One order was that of the Knights Hospitalers of St. John, who wore 

a black robe with a white cross with eight points. Their duty was to fight in 

battle, or to take care of the sick and wounded. They were, in fact, monks, 

priests, nurses of the sick, and at the same time warriors. ; 

The other order was that of the Knights Templars, who wore a long white 

robe with a red cross. They carried, in battle, a standard with black and white | 

stripes, which signified kindness to their friends and death to their enemies. 

They lived in the Temple, hence their name. 
Both orders took vows of chastity and obedience ;. the Kinghts of St. John 

took an additional vow of poverty, and the Knight Templars vowed that ney 

would never turn back from less than four enemies. 

- It was to take part in this Crusade that Robert, finding that he had come 

to the end of his ready money, pawned his duchy of Normandy to William for 

five years, on payment of 10,000 marks. William, however, was very careful 

not to pay this money out of his own pocket. He summoned a Council of State 

together, and told his barons of what he had promised. They, in their turn, 

went home and called their tenants, and by threats and persuasions, by also melting 

the silver plate of the monasteries and convents, the money was at last raised 

and paid over to Robert, who went joyfully off to the Crusade, leaving his brother 

- William ruler of his duchy. 

William now, to keep his hand in, shasine fought a battle or two in 

Normandy, engaged in a series of fights with the Scotch and the Welsh. 

The Scotch King Malcolm and his son were killed, and Wales was in- 

vaded. The Welsh, however, made such a stubborn resistance that William, 

having lost a large number of men, was glad to leave them alone, building, 

however, on their borders a number of castles, which he left garrisoned. 

Iam sure you must have noticed how very fond William was of helping 

himself to other people’s property. He was so very extravagant, so very fond 

of good eating and drinking and of wearing fine clothes, that he was perpetually 

in need of more money. He appointed a Norman priest to be his Treasurer. 

This man’s name was Ralf He was afterwards called Flambard, or the Fire- 

brand ; and this Flambard did all he could to help the king to raise money. 

Fresh taxes and fines were almost every day invented and levied upon the 

people. When rich men were condemned to death they could buy themselves


