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to leave your comfortable homes, your worldly occupations, your lust for gain, 
your desire after carnal things, and rescue your Lord from being crucified 
afresh,” holding up the crucifix, as he spoke, before their eyes, “and His precious 
Blood from being trampled upon ‘by those who deem it an unholy thing ; 
and if you perish in the attempt, your death will be the death of those 
martyrs of old, who’ were not ashamed to lay down their lives for the sake 
of Jesus.” 3 

The crowds pressed round him to touch his clothes; the hair even of his mule, 
“which was hard lines. on the mule,” as Jack says, was taken and preserved as a 
valuable relic. Everywhere there was a ready response; worldly men renounced 
their pleasures, rich men their riches, and poured them into the treasury of God ; 
soldiers came and offered their services, old and young, rich and poor, were 
moved with one common impulse of indignation against the Saracens, and of 
loyal devotion to their faith. 

And now Urban summoned a great council of the church at Clermont, and 
although it was winter so many flocked to it from all quarters that they had to 
pitch their tents in the fields and meadows, as the towns and villages all around 
could not hold them. . £5 

The council met, and first of all proclaimed a * Truce of God,” or cessation 
from strife amongst all Christians; and then the great hermit spoke. After 
he had painted the sufferings of the Christians in the East, and had melted 
everyone to tears, the Pope addressed them, and then the whole council rose, 
and with one voice the cry rang forth which was to be the war-cry of the 
Crusaders, “ Dzeu le veut,’ “God wills it.” 

“Yes,” said the Pope, “ God wills it,’ holding up the crucifix before them ; 
“let the Cross glitter upon your arms, and your standards ; bear it on your 
shoulders, and on your breasts, and it will become for you the sign of victory, or 
the palm of martyrdom : it will ever remind you that Jesus Christ died for you, 
and that it is your duty to die for Him.” / 

All those there gathered together took a solemn vow of steadfastness and 
fidelity to the great cause, and in answer to the Pope’s appeal, each one fastened 
a red cross to his dress. From this they were called the. Crusaders, or those who 
carried the cross. : 3 at a 

Back from the council went all those who had thus pledged themselves to 
join the Crusade, to their own towns and cities, and told everyone of what had 
been done, Men, women, and children put the holy sign on their clothing, and 
on their bodies; monks came out of their cloisters, hermits’ from their desert


