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‘demanded soldiers from England. At his demand 20,000 men were assembled ; 
they were drawn up on the shore to embark; each soldier, I must tell 
you, had received from his lord ten shillings, fo pay his expenses on his 
foreign trip. William knew of this, and he immediately took up a collection, 
everyone to produce his money. Out came the 20,000 half-sovereigns, or 
%10,000, “Just hand that over to me,” said Robert! They did so. “Now, 
I shall not want you any more,” said William calmly, “ you are dismissed.” 
With this money William bought off the French, and came back to England — 
again. 

It was exactly the opposite of that text from which our good Rector 
preached last Sunday : “I want not yours but you,” as showing the self-sacrificing 
spirit of St. Paul. William, on the contrary, said to his soldiers, “I want not 
you, but yours,” 

For very many years it had been a great grief to the Christian nations of 
Europe that the Holy ae was in the possession of the Saracens, who were 
infidels. 

Jerusalem was looked upon as the chief city of the world, and large 
numbers of pilgrims from all quarters used to flock there, to worship God in the 
holy places that were connected with the history of our Lord’s life on earth. 
As they sought to worship their Saviour in His own city, the Mahommedans 
used to treat them with terrible cruelty, and would do everything in their power’ 
to put them to shame and humiliation, 

Peter the Hermit, who had been a soldier and a student, and was now a 
monk, witnessed all these sickening acts of cruelty with his own eyes, and one 
day as he was praying in front of the holy sepulchre, he heard a voice saying to 
him, “Arise, Peter! go forth and proclaim abroad the sufferings of My people. 
It is time that My servants be rescued, and My holy places delivered out of the 
hands of the unbelievers.” _ ; 

At the direct command, as he believed, of Christ, Peter rose, and straight- 
way travelled to Italy, where he presented himself to Pope Urban II., who 
believed his story, and bade him go forth and summon all the nations of 
Christendom to the Holy War. All over Europe the Hermit wandered. He 
travelled on e mule with a crucifix in his hand, his head bare, and his dress that 
of a monk Everywhere he was treated with the greatest veneration and 
respect, and he addressed the multitudes now in their churches, now in their 
market places, always pleading with the most intense and burning eloquence for 
the deliverance of the birth place and burial place of Jesus from the hands of


