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William was very angry at this, and told Robert that he was extremely stupid 

to do such a thing, because in a very short time, having no meat or drink, the 

garrison would have been obliged to surrender. Robert, who with all his 

laziness, had a good heart, (like most stout people), answered thus, “ How could 

we let our brother die of thirst? if we had killed him, where could we have got 

another like him ?”. 

However, Henry soon after surrendered and wandered away, living for 

several years in great poverty’; but at last he recovered the greater part of his 

estates. ie + 

There is another story told of this siege. During a sortce of the garrison, 

William had been thrown off his horse, and was lying helpless on the 

ground. It was the amiable custom of those days for the lighter armed 

foot-soldiers to take advantage of any knights who had been dismounted ; 

they used to walk about the battle-field, and seek for a tender spot 

amongst the joints of their armour, where they could pierce them with a sharp 

dagger, which was called in savage jest “the pity-dagger.” Someone was thus 

prowling about William, pricking him perhaps with his dagger, preparatory to 

stabbing him. William shouted out, “ Hold, fellow, J am the King of England.” 

Thereupon the soldier drew back; he did not mind putting an ordinary knight 

out of his misery, but a King of England was rather too large an order ; so he put 

up his dagger, and lifted William up, and gave him a fresh horse. William, 

turning to the other soldiers, who were gathered round him, asked which it was 

who had overthrown him. The guilty knight came forward with fear and 

trembling, saying how sorry he was for having raised his hand against the King. 

“Tt really doesn’t matter, doesn’t matter,” said William, “don’t apologise, you 

are a good, brave fellow, and I should. like to have you from henceforth fighting 

under my banner.” 

5.—William now tried to get off his treaty with Robert, to whom he had 

promised a large sum of money. The two brothers came to words, and then 

from words to blows over the matter; but the King of France came to help 

Robert ; so William thought discretion the better part of valour, and like a wise 

man, fulfilled his promise. He was far too knowing, however, to pay the money 

out of his own pocket, so what do you think he did ? he acted like a man I once 

heard of, who went: to church one day and heard a missionary sermon which 

moved him greatly, “I must give a good big sum to these missionaries,” he said ; 

accordingly, when the collection was made, he put his hand into his neighbour's 

pocket and turned all the money he could find therein into the plate. William


