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and he sided with these discontented barons, and between them they arranged a 
rebellion. Robert, however, was far too lazy to cross the channel to come to the 
help of his friends, so he let them do the fighting, while he enjoyed himself in 
Normandy. Very soon these barons found themselves shut up safely in their 
different castles ; for William appealed to the English people, who were only too 
glad to get an Spponunicy of revenging themselves upon the Norman nobles, who 
had treated them so badly. So these rebellious nobles had to lay down their 
arms, and flee for their lives to France. Their estates, which they could not 

_ take away, were immediately seized by ea and divided amongst those 
who had remained loyal. 

And now the three brothers, Robert, William, and Henry, fell out one with 
another; they used to fight, something after the manner of “Turn and turn 
about.” Their quarrels were something like this :-— 

Quarrel No. 1.—Robert versus William. 
Quarrel No. 2,—Robert versus Henry. ; ; 
Quarrel No. 3.—Robert and Henry versus William. 

~ Quarrel No. 4.—Robert and William versus Henry. 
Quarrel No. 5.—William versus Robert. 
1.—Robert wished to be king instead of William, and he urged his friends 

to fight ; he used them just as the monkey uses the cat, to get the hot chestnuts 
out of the fire, keeping safely on the other side of the channel, while he enjoyed 
himself to his heart’s content. 

2.—Robert sold Henry part of his duchy for £3,000. After ae Henry 
went over to England to claim some property that had been left to him; on 
his return to Normandy, out of jealousy, and in order to get some ransom money 
out of him, Robert laid hold of him and put him in prison. 

3.—William, to be revenged on Robert for stirring up his nobles against 
him, crossed the channel and invaded Normandy. Robert, not caring to fight 
William single-handed, let Henry out of prison, and persuaded in to join in 
fighting against William. 

4.—William now got Robert quietly aside, and made a treaty with him; 
and then they both together set upon Henry, whom they besieged in Mont 
St. Michel ; this was a castle perched upon a very lofty rock, that was cut off 
from the land at high water, when the sea flowed all around it. St. Michael's 
Mount at Penzance is wonderfully like it. 4 

Here Henry and his soldiers were very hard up_ fog water, and Robert, 
hearing of this, had pity upon his brother, and sent him over:some pipes of wine.


