
78 The Children's Fairy Hestory of England. 
    

languages. Just as now-a-days when we give a dinner-party, all names 

of the dishes written on the menu or carte are French, so in those days the 

names of the ahimals when alive were English, but when dead and ready for 

cooking their English. names were dropped and Norman names were taken 

instead, thus: - ‘Shun 

English. Norman-English. French. ~ 

Ox became Beef. - ‘became Beeuf. 

Sheep = Mutton. 3 : Mouton. 

Pig , Pork. ae Porc. 

Calf 5 Veal. ie Veau. 

The “Oh yes, oh yes,” that you hear the town-crier shouting out after 

ringing his bell, is simply the old Norman “ Oyez, oyez,” “ Listen, listen.” 

In order that he might know all about the land, William ordered a very 

careful survey to be taken, and every farm, and every manor, except a small 

portion of York, was carefully inspected; and. hence came the celebrated 

“Domesday Book,’ or the Book of Judgment, which tells us so much about 

England in those days. There we have described all about the character 

of éach piece of property, how much of it was ploughed land, or forest land, 

or meadow land; to whom it was rented, and upon what conditions ; how 

many people lived upon the estate; its value before and after the conquest, 

and so on. 

William, we are told, could tell you in.a’ moment all the particulars 

that were down. in this book with reference to any property. He knew 

how many pigs, cocks and hens, rabbits, oe and ak were upon every 

acre of land. 

William not only had trouble with his nobles, but also with his own 

children. He had four sons. Richard had been killed by an accident in the 

New Forest. Robert, who was very stout and short, to whom his father had given 

the name of Gamberon and Courthose, ze., Round-legs and Shorthose ; William, 

who was called Rufus, the Red, because of his red hair ; and Henry, eubaamed 

Beauclerc, the Scholar. . 

William had promised Robert that if he succeeded in conquering Enoleael 

he would hand over his dukedom of Normandy to him, as his eldest son. When 

Robert asked him to keep his promise, he refused, saying, “I am not going to


