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had fought against him at Hastings, and handed them over to his Norman 

knights, 

In case the Londoners should prove troublesome, he built the Tower of 

London, or rather the first part of it, and filled it with soldiers. 

And now he thought he would pay Normandy a short visit, for you remem- 

ber that he was Duke of that country. He set off in great state, carrying with him 

a large number of English bishops and nobles, partly to grace his triumph and 

show off, partly to keep them under his own eye, so as to be well out of mischief. 

There were fine goings on at the Abbey of Fécamp, where he made his head- 

quarters. The English nobles, we are told, made a very great impression upon their 

foreign friends. They were, to start with, very fine, handsome men and women. 

Then they had such magnificent dresses and beautiful embroidery, which was 

especially an English art; and they were also so rich, they had such grand silver 

cups and bowls and plates, all so wonderfully chased, that the foreigners lifted up 

their hands in astonishment as they looked on at William’s new subjects ; and 

they thought to themselves, “ Well, our Duke has come in for a fine thing.” 

However, all pleasant things come quickly to an end, and all the festivities 

were cut short by earnest appeals which were sent across the channel from 

Bishop Odo and Fitz-Osberne, who had been left in charge, begging William 

to come back, as. the English people were becoming very. restless and 

troublesome. 

Back came William in hot haste, highly indignant at having his holidays 

cuit short. And as kindness had not conquered the people, he resolved that 

severity should. So he drove many of the landowners out of their estates, giving 

their lands to his own knights. He deposed the English bishops and abbots, 

and gave their sees to Norman clergy instead. 

In order to prevent the people gathering together at night, generally eee 

into mischief, he introduced from the Continent what was called the curfew. 

The bells in every town were to toll at eight o’clock in the evening, and after 

that all fires and lights had to be put out. He also revived the heavy tax called 

the Danegelt, which had been removed by Edward the Confessor. All this 

made the people more and more angry, for no one likes to be bullied, and William 

was just like a big bully, who had somehow got to be “ cock of the school.” - 

' Accordingly, there was trouble in ‘different parts of the ipeEone In 

Devonshire, the three sons of Harold landed with an Irish army. In East 

Anglia, Hereward the Wake and his followers defied the Normans. In the 

north,'a Danish fleet of two hundred and forty ships, landed :a large body of


