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the houses ; William sternly punished them, and gave a very gracious promise 
of his ‘protection to the town. 

While all this was going on in the south, the two Earls, Edwin and Morcar, 
and such of the English army as had escaped from the battle-field, reached 
London and persuaded the citizens to proclaim Edgar Atheling, the grandson of 
Edmund Ironsides, as King.. Hearing of this, William, after eight days’ rest at 
Dover, his army now being strengthened with the additional troops that had joined 
him from Normandy, marched up into the interior, finding London shut against 
him passed by Southwark, which he burnt and pillaged, and crossed the Thames 
at Wallingford, plundering and burning everything that came in his way, just to 
_show them the sort of man he was. Stigand, the Archbishop of Canterbury, came 
to meet him at Berkhampstead ; he was followed by the chief nobles of the king- 
dom, including Edgar Atheling himself, who resigned his crown into the hands of 
William. Thus triumphant, William came on to London. He did not, however, put 
much trust in the Londoners, so on the day of his coronation at Westminster 
Abbey, all the streets round about were occupied by hisarmy. Stigand had offended 
William and was suspended, so that Aldred, Archbishop of York, performed the 
service of the consecration. The Archbishop in the course of the service asked 
the English whether they would accept William as their King, and the Bishop of 
Coutances put the same question to the Normans, and the crowds of both 
races that filled the Abbey answered with loud shouts: of “King William 
for ever!” 

The soldiers who had been left outside resolved, as they could not get in, to 
have some fun of their own, and cruel fun it was. Hearing the noise made by 
the loud shouting of the congregation, they pretended that William was being 

' injured, but instead of rushing to his rescue they set to work to pillage the 
houses all about the Abbey, massacring all those who resisted them, and setting 
on fire their dwellings. Hearing in their turn the shouts of the cruel 

, soldiers, and the cries of the unfortunate people that were being slain, the 
- English and Normans inside the Abbey rushed out to stay the tumult. William 
was thus left alone with the consecrating bishops to finish the service almost 
entirely by himself. 

The consecration over, the people of London were naturally somewhat an- 
noyed at what had happened, and William retired with his court to Barking, and 
there he tried to make things pleasant all round. The possessions of Harold had 
now come into his hands, and these he distributed amongst his friends and followers. 
But as many yet remained unsatisfied, he took away the estates of those who


