
Line of Danish Kings and English Kings. 69 
  

when William was King, and was sorry for what he had done, he allowed the 
monks of Waltham to take Harold’s body and bury it in the choir of their 
church. | 

O + 0 + oO + O ae 
We are ourselves again, no longer ghosts, no longer looking with wondering 

and frightened eyes at a great battle ; we are back at quiet, peaceful Westmacott 
Grange. 

I must tell you a little more, however, about all this. 
The place where this great battle was fought was afterwards called “ Battle,” 

and according to a vow that he had made directly he set eyes upon Harold, 
and his royal standard, William built an abbey and an abbey church where the 
great fight had taken place. The high altar of the church was erected right 
over the identical spot where Harold died. And some day we will go out from 
Hastings to Battle Abbey and see this for ourselves. The old church is in ruins, 
but we can easily find out the very spot where the Royal Standard stood. 

And now, children, that poor Harold is dead and buried I think it is time 
to stop for awhile. I am obliged to run up to London on a matter of business, 
and I shall have to leave you for a couple of days. Do not get into any mischief 
while I am away ; you can have, if you like, a snow-battle of Hastings. Jack 
shall be William the Conqueror (no, Jack, not “Jack, the Giant-killer”” William 
the Conqueror, I tell you). Bob shall be Harold—mind you make a good fight 
of it, Bob—stick to your standard, and after the battle is over, you can all set to 
work, Normans and English, those who have been killed can come to life again 
for the occasion, and build a beautiful Battle Abbey of snow. Get it ready for 
me, so that when I come back I may see it. 

Now good-bye, the carriage is at the door. 
“Surprises!” Who wants surprises? What, all of you! Oh, dear! 

 


