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Edward was the first King who allowed people to come and touch him, for 

a certain disease that was called “king’s evil” ; those who thus touched him were 

healed, at least that was the general idea. He it was who built the Abbey of 

St. Peter, now called Westminster Abbey. About one hundred years after his 

death he was canonized, or declared a saint, by Pope Alexander III., under the 

title of Edward the Confessor. 

We have now come to the end, to the last but one, of the snow-Kings. You 

_ have seen, children, what dreadful days they lived in. Everybody seemed to fight 

everybody else, and my only wonder is that anyone was left alive. We ought to 

be very thankful that we live in quiet, peaceable times. I am afraid it has been 

rather dry work hearing me talk all about the early Kings, yet it was very 

necessary if we were to know anything about English history. 

Harold yonder seems very, very cold; he has been standing out in the snow 

a long time, so if you do not mind we will make a little change. Now all of you 

stand perfectly still, watch my hands waving over you. 

There, look now out of the window, and lo and behold, all the snow-Kings 

have come to life, and there they are dressed as they used to be so many years 

ago. How glad they seem to see each other; they were not such bad fellows after 

all. I daresay they lived in very evil days, and they did not have the same 

blessings you and I have, or they would have been, I feel sure, better men. 

Anyhow they seem to-day quite happy in each other’s company ; and they 

evidently have a good deal to talk about. Now I am going to give them a little 

drill and we will have a Kings’ parade. 

Attention. Right about face. Left wheel. Quick march. Halt. Dress. 

Here they are now standing in front of us. I am going to call over the roll- 

call, to see that they are all here, and as I mention the names of each King, he 

will answer “here.” 

Edward the Elder. Here. 

Athelstan. Here. 

Edmund. Here. 

Edred. Here. 

Edwy. c Here. 

Edgar. Here. 

Edmund the Martyr. Here. 

Ethelred the Unready. Here.


