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Norman friends, and their ways and manners into England, The English nobles, 
and especially Earl Godwin, became very jealous. A Norman count, Eustace,’ 
who had married Edward’s sister, landed from Boulogne at Dover, with his 
soldiers and servants, and he behaved very unkindly to the men of Dover, 
entering their houses and taking their goods. One of the inhabitants, however, 
‘would not put up with this insolence, and struck a Norman soldier, who drew his 
sword, and was killed himself by the Englishman. Eustace forthwith attacked 
the town, and slew a number of the citizens, including the Englishman and his 
family. The men of Dover, however, soon rallied, and drove the Normans out. 
When Edward heard about this he was very angry, and he told Earl Godwin to 
go and punish the men of Dover. When the Earl refused to do this, naturally 
taking the part of his own countrymen, Edward banished him from the country, 
and became so enraged against the Godwin family that he put aside his own 
wife Editha, and shut her up in a convent. It was partly because of his thus 
shutting up his wife, and partly because he was a good, quiet, pious King, that he 
was called “the Confessor.” Godwin soon came back again, with a large fleet from 
Flanders, and sailed up the Thames to London. Edward then made peace with 
him. Godwin soon after died, and his son, Harold, succeeded to his title and his 
property, and was much loved by Edward. 

One day Harold thought he should like a little trip on the continent, but, 
unfortunately for him, the ship in which he was sailing was driven by bad 
weather upon that part of the French coast which belonged to Count Guy of 
Ponthieu. It was then a law that whatever was cast from the sea upon the 
shore, belonged to the lord of that land. So Count Guy, directly he heard 
that Harold had been wrecked upon his property, laid claim to him, put him in 
prison, and demanded a heavy ransom for his release. 

Guy was, however, a vassal or subject of William, the Duke of Normandy; 
so when William had heard from Harold of his misfortune, he sent word to the 
Count of Ponthieu, and by threats and promises he made him deliver Harold 
over into his hands. He then persuaded him to join in a war against the Bretons, 
in which Harold greatly distinguished himself, and he then gave him the honour 
of Norman knighthood. He made Harold promise to marry his daughter, to. 
deliver up to him the castle of Dover, and to assist him in obtaining the crown 
of England. He afterwards gathered all his nobles and barons together, and in 
their presence made Harold renew his oath upon a book of the gospels. 
When the oath was taken, he lifted up the book on which Harold had been rest- 
ing his hand, and showed him, underneath the altar, a chest full of bones and


