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aged to get her shut up in a nunnery, and he then ruled her son Ethelred himself 

until he died, and then the Danes came swarming into England, and the poor, 

weak, timid King paid them a large sum of money, 410,000, to go away. 

Having got this, they went off only to come back again. Like Oliver Twist, 

they “asked for more.” Now they attacked England in two directions under 

Sweyn, King of Denmark, and Olave, King of Norway. They sailed up the 

Humber and laid waste the north of England, and then they sailed up the 

Thames and laid siege to London. Beaten back from there they devastated 

Essex, Sussex, and Hampshire ; and again they were bought off with £16,000 

(about £160,000 of our money). Olave became a Christian and a saint, and gave 

up his piratical doings. In recognition of this, he is now St. Olave in the Church 

calendar. 

Four years after, the Danes under Sweyn appeared again, this time sailing up 

the Severn and laying waste Wales, Devonshire, and Cornwall; they then entered 

the Thames and the Medway, and fought a great battle at Rochester, where they 

defeated the Kentish men. This time they demanded £24,000, which was paid 

them : you see how their appetite for English gold increased. 

And now Ethelred did a very wicked thing ; his advisers told him that so 

long as any Danes were living on the island there would be no peace. I must tell 

you that besides these piratical Danes who kept coming in swarms, there were a 

good many of Danish blood, who had settled down very quietly in the country ; 

some of them were even serving in the English army. Ethelred listened to these 

advisers of his, and on St. Brice’s day, November 1 3th, A.D. 1002, every Dane 

found living in England, rich and poor, old and young, was cruelly put to death. 

Sweyn’s sister Gunilda was amongst the victims ; she had married a Dane 

who had settled in England. The murderers first killed her husband and her 

children, right in her very presence, and then they slew her. J 

Wicked, cruel deeds like this, never do any good, and Sweyn very soon 

heard what had been done. He was mad with rage, and he made a solemn 

oath that he would revenge the slaughter of his fellow-countrymen and the murder 

of his sister and her children. Time after time he attacked different parts of 

England. He destroyed Exeter, Norwich, and Thetford by fire, and then he 

allowed himself to be bought off for 36,000 pounds of silver. 

Although Sweyn himself was obliged to keep the peace, yet he had not 

forgiven Ethelred his slaughter of the Danes, so he made an arrangement with | 

another Danish leader named Thirchil, whose brother had been slain in a previous 

invasion, to carry on the war. For three years Thirchil ravaged the southern and


