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together in the hall of the King’s palace. In those days banquets were not the 

quiet, orderly things they are now, such as you may see when you get an invita- 

tion to the Mansion House. The people drank deeply, and were very boisterous 

in their way, both in their speeches and in their songs. Edwy, who was quite a 

boy, began to get a little weary of all this, and, without thinking of what he was 

‘doing, slipped out when he thought no one was looking. But he soon was 

missed, and out came Odo and Dunstan to seek for him, They found 

him with Elgiva, and they were very angry, and they used very strong 

language to him, and accused him of disrespect to his guests, and laid 

hold of him, and brought him back to the banqueting hall. Edwy. was 

highly indignant at this, and directly he had the chance he accused Dunstan of 

dishonesty as his treasurer, and banished him from the kingdom. Odo, as 

Dunstan’s friend, retaliated by sending some soldiers to Edwy’s palace (fancy an 

Archbishop with soldiers). They took the Queen, and burnt her beautiful face 

with a red-hot iron, and carried her over to Ireland. She remained there until 

the cruel wounds were healed, and then she came back to her husband. Again 

Odo seized her, and she was cut about so cruelly with swords and knives that 

she died in agony a few days after ; and her poor husband, the boy-King, having 

had Edgar, his younger brother, placed on the throne in his stead, was driven 

right away to the south, and_at last died of a broken heart. 

This is Edgar whom we have just been speaking about. He was called the 

Peaceable, because, thanks to his large army and powerful fleet, he kept the 

Danes in good order. Once, it is said, that while he was at Chester, he sat 

in the stem of a boat, and was rowed on the River Lee by eight Kings, who paid 
tribute to him. Fancy an eight of Kings! I wonder whether they knew any- 

thing about feathering their oars in those days, Edgar was a great friend of 

Dunstan’s, and helped him to turn all the married secular priests out of their 

livings, in order that the monks might take their place. 
It was during his reign that wolves ceased to exist in England. Edgar was 

very fond of wolf-hunting, and at last drove all the wolves into the wild parts of 

Wales. As he could not get at them there himself, he told the Welsh that 

instead of paying him the fixed sum of money they had to pay him every year, 
he would be satisfied with 300 heads of wolves instead. This set all the Welsh 

wolf-hunting, and gradually every wolf was hunted down and killed. 

We are now standing opposite the figure of Edmund the Martyr. From the 

somewhat sad and doleful expression of his countenance, and his lopsided 

condition altogether, he looks very much the martyr ; does he not?


