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called county courts. He divided all England into shires, so called from the 

Saxon word seyre, to divide. 

Now to show you what a good King he was, I will tell you how he divided 

his money. 

First of all, he separated it into two parts. 

Part I. he subdivided into four quarters, of which 

One was given as alms to the poor. 

»» Was given to support monasteries. 

was given to provide professors, and pay the expenses of scholars 

at Oxford. 

» was given to poor monks. 

” 

Part II. was subdivided into thirds ; 

One was given to his own family. 

was given to architects and skilled workmen, who rebuilt the cities, 

and monasteries, and churches, which had been destroyed by 

the Danes. 

was given to the clever men he had invited to his court, to teach 

”» 

” 

his people. 

To more fully understand how Alfred divided his money, we will imagine 

that Bob is King Alfred. 

How much pocket money do you have, Bob? “ Sixpence a week and every- 

thing found?” Well, you are a rich boy. 

Now as King Alfred, you are going to divide this money weekly, and are 

going to put it into boxes set apart for different purposes; we shall subdivide 

your 6d. into two parts of 3d. each. 

The first threepence we divide into portions of three farthings. 

Three farthings are put into the poor box, as alms for the poor. 

are put into a box for a sisterhood, or deaconess house. 

are set apart for the schooling of a poor boy, at our 

national schools. 

we put in a box for “ The Poor Clergy Relief Corpora- 

tion.” 

” M” 

» : ” 

We have thus 12 farthings, or half of your weekly pocket-money accounted 

for.


