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A gréat part of their time was spent in very earnest prayer to God, in 

writing out parts of the Bible and other religious books, and in making beautiful 

‘illuminations. Those were not the days of printing, and so it was necessary to 

write and illuminate. Some of their books have come down to us, and very 

- beautiful they are. Columba used to leave his monastery from time to time, and 

sometimes he would go across to Ireland and visit other monasteries which were 

under his care ; at other times he would pass over to Scotland, and through the 

length and breadth of the country he and others would go forth and preach the 

gospel, building here and there, ozier churches for their converts to worship 

in. And although it was very dangerous in those stormy seas, he went out in his 

tiny wicker coracle to the distant islands of the Hebrides and the Orkneys, and 

preached the gospel. Iona became very celebrated, and many of the Scottish 

kings were crowned there, upon the very stone that you may see now in West- 

minster Abbey, under the coronation chair. 

- It was from Iona, after Columba’s death, that Aidan was sent, at the request 

of Oswald, the Christian King of Northumbria, to preach the gospel to the people. 

Aidan resolved to set up a monastery, like that of Iona, so he took possession 

of a little island called Lindisfarne, on the coast of Northumberland—you can 

see it now from the.train as you go to Scotland—and there he founded a grand 

brotherhood of missionaries, who went all over the north of England converting 

the people to the faith. 

Other famous Churchmen of those days were Theodore of Tarsus, Arch- 

bishop of York, and Bede, usually called the Venerable, who was a monk. at 

- Jarrow, and who wrote a number of religious books, and whose Church History 

of England has told us nearly everything we know about the Church of those 

days. 

‘Egbert died, and then there followed him quite a number of Ethels as Kings; 

as they were not of much account, we will dispose of them thus :— 
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Kings of England, 

who lined, died, and were buried, 

heing much troubled in cheiv lifetime by the Danish gea- kings, 

who inbaded theit country,


