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Christian religion, and of course Paulinus helped her very much in the matter. 

The wise men of the kingdom were gathered together, and the subject was 

argued out before them; and a certain heathen priest, called Corfi, stood out 

and said that he had been a worshipper of the heathen gods a great many 

years ; he did not, however, find that they had done him any good, and that for 

his part, he was willing to try whether the Christian God would not be kinder 

and more useful to him. He therefore took his spear, and went up to the 

heathen temple, over which he was priest, and threw his spear inside the 

enclosure, thereby making it unholy ; he then rushed in, turned ‘all the idols 

upside down, and broke them to pieces. He then danced a kind of war dance 

over their remains, and finally ended up by making a regular good bonfire of 

idols, vestments, temple, and all. 

All this very much impressed and edified Edwin, and ite placed himself in 

the hands of Paulinus for instruction in the Christian faith, building, moreover, 

at York, asmall wooden church, where eventually he was Barcel! Some ten 

thousand Northumbrians are said to have followed his example. So you see 

how a good thing spreads, and a good deed multiplies itself. 

By-and-bye the King said that a wooden church was not worthy of. the 

religion he had adopted, and so he built 4 stone church, dedicated to St. Peter, 

all around the wooden church, enclosing it, just as the shell of a walnut encloses 

the kernel. This was the origin of the famous minster. Paulinus. was then 

consecrated Archbishop of York, and it seemed as if Christianity were established 

for ever in the north. But alas! alas! Penda, king of Mercia, (the midland 

counties), who was a downright heathen, came and killed Edwin. Ethelburga 

and Paulinus fled to Kent, and the people went. back to their old heathenism. 

Penda after a few years was slain by Oswy, who became king of Northumbria, 

Wolfere, Penda’s son, becoming king of Mercia. Both these men were Christians. 

. There were some famous Churchmen in those days, who, in the midst of all 

the surrounding sin and wickedness, lived holy and godly lives, and did much 

patient work for God. 

There was, for instance, Columba, the Irish monk, who came over about 

563 A.D. to the little island of Iona, off the.promontory of Mull, in Argyleshire. 

He was a wonderful man—a good man all round. He founded in Iona a mon- 

astery of missionary brethren. The brothers would, under Columba’s direction, 

labour and toil at their farming, sowing and reaping their corn, milking their cows, 

and making fresh cheese and butter; and then, for a change, they would go 

on board their little wicker hide-bound coracles, and paddle out to sea and fish.


