
30 The Children’s Fairy History of England. 
  

Take off your skates now, we have to hurry home, for we are going to have 

a regular good meat tea, “a high tea” as it’s called, and then we are. going to 

have such'a game of “hide and seek.” We are going, as Jack says, to“ RUDY, 

up the jolly old ghosts.” 

_ If you come with me by-and-bye, aoe and Tommy, rll eee yan such 

a grand place to hide in. I found it the other day.. _ 

No, children, I am not going to tell you all about it now. That would spoil 

the fun. I know of a secret hidden chamber with a secret panel, and by-and- 

bye when you are passing-by, Charley and Tommy and:I are going to pounce 

out upon you. Won’ t we, boys? ? 50 look out. : 

  

I hope you are feeling all the better for our game of hide and seek ; we did 

not see or hear the ghosts after all, though you were startled when I pressed the 

panel of that picture in the long gallery, and came suddenly out upon you, as I 

told you I would. I will show you that secret chamber to-morrow. I- ‘fancy it 

leads into another still more secret, and we will try and find out whether there 

are any more hidden mysteries. 

We have now a good hour before you youngsters go to: bed, and we will 

gather in a large circle before this cosy library fire. . We will not have any lights 

brought in; I like the gleam of the burning logs best. And while we are sitting 

thus, I am going to talk to you about some more of the early kings. - 

Ethelbert died, and his daughter, Ethelburga, married Edwin, King of 

Northumbria. She, however, very rightly did as her mother Bertha had done, 

and arranged to carry her Christian religion with her into her husband's home. 

Edwin was a pagan, but he agreed to this ; and so Ethelburga had Paulinus, a 

very clever priest, as her court chaplain. Edwin ruled so wisely and so well 

that it was a common saying amongst the people for years and years after, 

that “A woman with her babe might walk without being harmed, from sea to 

sea, in Edwin’s time.” He rode and'walked about in great state, with a grand 

standard of purple and gold, and a spear all adorned with gpegnlnccnt feathers 

borne before him, to show the sort of man he was. 

His kingdom reached right up to Edinburgh, which was called after his 

name, Edwin’s-burgh, and it also included a great part of Wales, and all 

England, save Kent. But, as he had already married the a of the 

King of Kent, even that in a way belonged to him. . 

Ethelburga, like a good wife, set to work to convert her elas to the


