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"And now, taking one last look’ around this-lively market, and helping 

ourselves to some more grapes, peaches, and pears (I will pay for all you have), 

we are going to leave.sunny Italy, and travel back again rapidly to Britain, now 

called England, and in the twinkling of an eye we shall find ourselves at 

Canterbury, the capital of Kent. 

Here we are, in the streets of this Kentish town. Surely, something is going 

on to-day out of the common, for there are flags and banners flying, and the 

fair-haired people are about in the streets, and at the windows, looking out for 

something that is about to happen. What can it be? 

I must tell you that Ethelbert, King of Kent, had married a Christian 

princess, called Bertha, and although he himself was still a heathen, he allowed 

his Queen to have the Bishop of Senlis, in France, as her chaplain, and to worship 

God in a Christian way. Ethelbert had repaired a very old British church, 

St. Martin’s, which can still be seen, and fitted it up for her use. 

To-day is a great day at Canterbury, for Augustine is coming to pay a visit 

to Ethelbert. Now look down the street, and you will see a procession passing. 

First there is a cross-bearer carrying aloft a large silver crucifix, which gleams 

brightly in the sun. Then some black-robed monks two and two, and then 

another monk bearing a large painted banner of our Lord, and then more monks, 

forty in number, chanting as they pass along the streets, a Latin litany, in which 

these words occur, “We beseech Thee, O Lord, in all Thy mercy, that Thy 

anger and wrath be turned away from ‘this city and from Thy holy house, 

because we have sinned. Hallelujah.” Last of all comes the head of this 

“mission, Augustine, the Prior of the monastery of which all these monks were 

fathers. And now, see, King Ethelbert comes forward to meet them, accom- 

panied by his chief officers of state. He receives them very kindly, and tells 

them that he will think over what they have to say, although at present he does 

not see how he can forsake the religion of the: English nation, On they go to 

St. Martin’s to sing their Ze Deum. We shall not be here to see it, but on 

Christmas Day, about four months after this procession, there will be a grand 

baptismal service held, at which Ethelbert and 10,000 of his Anglo-Saxon 

subjects were admitted into the Church. Augustine then went over to France, 

and was consecrated by the Archbishop of Arles, the Bishop of the English 

nation ; he afterwards became the first Archbishop of Canterbury. 

As I have before told you, there was an ancient British Church in England


