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a solid stone wall a few paces to the north of Hadrian’s ditch and rampart. 

This wall kept at first on a line with Hadrian’s, but on leaving level ground it 

ran along the summit of the mountains and along the edge of the precipices. It 

was twelve feet high and three yards wide, and at intervals there were eighteen 

stations, garrisoned by soldiers. In front of it was a deep ditch, so that at last 

the Caledonians were nicely barred out. 

_ The Romans had the privilege of giving to Britain her first martyr, a 

soldier called Alban, who lived at Verulam. 

The Roman Emperor, Diocletian, had ordered a persecution of all Christians, 

and a Christian priest, named Amphibalus, came to Alban and sought shelter 

from the officers who were after him. While he was staying with Alban, the 
priest instructed him in the true faith. Amphibalus then escaped, and it was 
soon discovered who had sheltered him. Alban was then brought before the 

judge, and was charged with concealing the priest. He avowed himself a 

Christian, and was put to the torture, and steadily refused to burn incense on the 

heathen altars. He was then beheaded, and his courage converted a great many 
of the witnesses of his death to Christianity. A church was soon erected to his 

memory, and by-and-bye the magnificent cathedral, that is now standing, was 

built over his shrine, and that of Amphibalus. The old town of Verulam was 

afterwards destroyed, and the new town of St. Albans was built round the 

minster, which has in its walls many of the old Roman bricks of which Verulam 

was built. 

Constantine the Great, the first Christian Emperor of the East, was born at 

York, and he had for his mother a British Christian lady, named Helena. It 

was this Constantine who had a dream, in which he saw before him the Cross 

with this motto under it, “22 oc signo vinces,’—“in this sign thou shalt con- 

quer.” Awakening from his sleep, he resolved that the Cross should be always 
on his royal standard. 

It was not a singular thing that Helena should be a Christian, for there was 
in Britain, under the Romans, a regular British Church, with its bishops, priests, 

and deacons, long before Augustine came to preach the gospel to the men of 
Kent. 

The Romans remained in the island altogether about three hundred and 
fifty years. They made good, solid, straight roads, some of which are existing 
to-day. Our principal railways follow pretty well the route of the old Roman


