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battalions. They stand perfectly still and silent, like a solid wall of masonry, 

waiting the attack that is so soon to be made upon them. And now see the 

Britons rushing forward, with their swords and their spears, and their fierce 

eager shouts, led on by Queen Boadicea herself in her chariot. Still the 

Romans, like the British soldiers at Waterloo, do not move. And just as you 

may see a great granite breakwater stand up against the wild waves that roll in 

upon it, and dash themselves helplessly into empty showers of spray as they 

meet the solid wall, so now the Britons, rushing against the great compact 

irresistible mass of the trained legions fall into confusion, and are scattered 

right and left. And now hear the trumpets sound “ the advance,” and onwards, 

with a force that there is no resisting, the Roman army marches. In vain 

Boadicea rushes into the fight ; in vain she shouts to her followers to be brave 

men and stand firm, the Romans carry everything before them. I cannot bear 

to look on any longer, so we will go away. What happened then? Why, all 

those we saw on that battle-field—all the men, all the women and children in 

the wagons, save a very few who escaped—were put to the sword. The 

Romans were so angry at what Boadicea had: done that they gave no quarter. 

The queen herself, seeing that all was lost, in order that she should not fall 

again into the hands of the Romans, and be still more cruelly treated, took a 

‘dose of a strong poison that she carried about with her, and died on the spot. 
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Here we are back again. All those terrible things are over long, long ago, 

and they need trouble us no more. 

Now there was peace for some years, and Agricola was appointed governor. 

He behaved very kindly to the Britons, and did his very best to civilize them. 

He pushed his way right up into the north, and fought and defeated the Cale- 

donians, and built a chain of forts right across the narrowest part of Scotland, 

from the Firth of Clyde to the Firth of Forth, and there he left posted 

a strong garrison of soldiers ; for, although he had killed 10,000 in one battle in 

a pass of the Grampians, these fierce northerners soon recovered themselves, and 

were always fighting their way down to the south. Thirty years after Agricola 

left the country, the Emperor Hadrian came over, and finding that the first line 

of forts did not keep the Caledonians back, he dug a ditch, and built a rampart, 

or earthen wall, from the Solway Firth to the mouth of the Tyne. Many years 

after this, the Emperor Severus came, and, to make assurance doubly sure, he built


