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as a rule, are not even decent English. What Caractacus really said was 

probably ancient British for 

“ Rule Britannia, Britannia rules the waves.” 

Britons never, never, never shall be slaves.” 

If he made the long-winded speech which comes first, Cesar would have cut it 

short by telling his soldiers to take Caractacus away and cut off his head with- 

out any more ado; such an old bore would not deserve to live. As it was, 

“Rule Britannia,” as presented in the ancient British language, was so touching, 

and so went to the Roman emperor’s heart, that he gave Caractacus and his family 

their liberty, and told them not to do it again. 

_ When we talk of Britain, we must remember that it was occupied by about 

forty different tribes, which may be summed up in three distinct races. 

First of all, there were the Celts or Welsh, as they were called, who inhabited 

the greater part of the island ; we saw them when we paid a visit to the British 

village. . 

Then in South Wales were the Silures, a race of men with dark eyes and 

swarthy complexions, somewhat short in stature, the race that may be now seen 

in the South of France and what are called the Basque Provinces of Spain. 

Strong, hardy, and very independent these Silures were; they had been driven 

into a corner of the island by the Celts, who had come over from the continent 

of Europe. | 

Then right up in the north, were some more Celts, who were called Cale- 

donians, and in after years Picts and Scots ; these are now the Highlanders of 

our day, and also the Irish; for, strange though it may seem, the Irish were 

called the Scoti, or inhabitants of Scotia. 

These northerners were very wild and hardy savages; they lived by hunting 

and fishing, and went naked, living mainly in the woods and caves of the 

mountain sides. When the Romans came to fight with them, they had to confess 

that they never had come across such fierce and courageous men as they » 

were. You know how sturdy and tough Scotchmen are now-a-days ; look, for 

example, at our Highland regiments. So you can imagine that their forefathers, 

who always lived out of doors and were ever jumping, and walking, and running, 

and climbing about their native mountains, were remarkably strong and wiry. 

I ought to say that the Welsh were treated in the same way that they treated » 

the Silures. Step by step, as the Romans, Jutes, Angles, and Danes in turn 

invaded Britain, they were driven Westward Ho, until at last they had to stand 

 


