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just now in his buttons, and might want to sacrifice him to their gods, and _ 

that would never do. Fancy William cut up into small pieces—the thought 

is too awful! 
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So now we are back at Westmacott Grange. 

You don’t feel any the worse for the trip, do you? 

Before we go on our next fairy journey, you must just listen very carefully 

to me. About fifty-five years before our Saviour was born, the Romans were 

conquerors of most of the world, and they had a very great general called Julius 

Czsar, who was always looking out for fresh chances of fighting and winning 

more battles; and whenever he heard of a country where the Romans were 

not rulers, he wanted to have something to say on the subject, and he would be 

there sooner or later; sooner, for choice. 

One day, Julius Cesar was taking a walk upon the shores of Gaul, as France 

was then called, and looking across the Channel he saw afar off the white cliffs 

of Britain, shining as the sun’s rays fell upon them. He asked what that land 

was, and was told it was a very wild and savage island, famous for its mines, its 

pearls, and its splendid native oysters. Now, if there was anything that Cesar 

liked above everything else, it was an oyster, and he did not object, as you may 

suppose, to a pearl or two thrown in; and I daresay, as Jack sagely remarks, he 

was as fond of tin as many people are now-a-days. Looking again at the white 

cliffs, turning now into a rosy red beneath the rays of the setting sun; for even in 

those early days the sun was given to setting; he then and there made up his 

mind that he would go over to Britain, and conquer it. 

So one night with eighty vessels filled with troops, he set sail and landed near 

Deal. Here he found the Britons all ready for him, just as we find them ready 

for us when we come, pale and sick from a rough channel passage, up the 

steamer’s gangway, to Dover, or Folkestone pier. Our modern Britons only 

laugh, and jeer, and say rude and unkind things. The ancient Britons were 

made of sterner stuff, and they set to work to fight these Roman soldiers who 

had come to rob them of their land. 

But what could they do against trained soldiers ? So after two fierce battles, 

the Romans made their way into Britain; but by this time Casar had had 

enough ; so when the islanders asked him for peace, he agreed, and having 

arranged for a regular supply of barrels of oysters, as a tribute, he sailed away 

with his soldiers. 

 


