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right. I then waved my hands, and the boys came’to themselves again, and we 

all had a merry laugh over their experiences. 

I then got a pole and gave it to William, and told him there were some fine 

fish just at the foot of the stage, and with a very grave face, everybody else 

roaring with laughter, William stood at the edge of the stage, and held his pole 

out, every now and then lifting up his imaginary line to see whether it was a 

fish. I then said, “Why you have hold of a snake,” and to see the boy’s face 

of horror as he dropped the pole he had been holding so carefully ; he got quite 

excited, and ran across the stage out of the way of the serpent. ; 

I made Ethel think she was Patti, and the airs that young lady gave herself 

as she came to the front of the stage, and sang “Home, sweet Home,” were 

very funny. 

Then we got all the children together and made them think they were out 

in the woods nutting ; of a sudden they come to some wild bees, who fly out 

of their hives and buzz around them. Out came the handkerchiefs, which were 

waved frantically, and for about five minutes they were rushing about trying to 

keep off the imaginary swarm. 

And so I went on with my experiments, each one more funny than the one 

before, until we were all pretty well tired out with excitement and eee 

not so the children. 

“ Oh, do let’s have this again to-morrow, it’s such fun.” 

In vain I begged off, and proposed something else. My little tyrants, KO 

had been spoilt by the long holiday, and their fond parents, insisted that I should 

mesmerise them again. 

“Well,” I said at last, “I will tell you what I will do. I feel that it would be 

very wrong of me to go on mesmerising you simply for the sake of fun and 

nonsense. To-morrow, if you like, I will give you a mesmeric s¢ance of English 

History.” 

You should have seen their faces, little eager faces, fall and lengthen out. 

I could sympathise with them, for I know how, as a boy, I used to hate and- 

detest those abominations called “holiday tasks,” and this idea of mine seemed 

only a “ holiday task” under another name. 

“Listen, children. I don’t mean to give you any disagreeable lessons, I am 

going really and truly to mesmerise you, as I have done before ; but I am going 

to take you when you are mesmerised to pay a visit with me i some famous 

places, and to see some great battles and some celebrated people. I shall 

introduce you to William the Conqueror, Queen Elizabeth, Henry VIII, Nelson,


