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LITTLE ARTHUR AT THE ZOO 
And the Birds be Saw There. 

  

I FLATTER myself that to some young readers the above 

title may not be unfamiliar. It may remind them of my 

former account of LirrL—E ARTHUR and his excursions to 

the wonderful gardens of Regent’s Park, London. That 

volume is occupied ‘entirely with the animals he saw there; 

this one shall be devoted to the birds. 

It was a great pleasure to me to write down all the 

information I could collect concerning these strange and 

beautiful creatures for the instruction and amusement of my 

little nephew ARTHUR, and it occurred to me afterwards that 

many other little boys and girls might like to read what 

had interested him so much. I hope many did like reading 

about the animals; and now, if any of them care to hear 

about the birds, let them come with me in fancy to those 

famous gardens and have a good look at the numberless 

aviaries, or bird-houses, there. Let us go in search of the 

mighty eagle, the fierce vulture, the long-legged ostrich, and
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the sleepy owl. We shall see many gaily-plumaged crea- 
tures, and hear many wonderful stories regarding them. 

And I am sure, when you meet any of them in real 
life by-and-by, you will enjoy seeing them ever so much 
more because you know something of their nature and 

habits. , 

 



  

THE GOLDEN EAGLE. 

THE bird about which I must first ask you to read is the 

eagle, for he is the king of the feathered tribes. 

In this picture you see how large and powerful he is, 

and what strong sharp talons he has for grasping his vic- 

tims. The feet are yellow ; and though the colour of the 

feathers is brown, the sunshine falling on them gives them a 

beautiful golden tinge, from which this eagle gets his name. 

His home is on the highest crag of some mountain top ; 

and thence he looks down on forests and rocks, deep chasms 

and precipices, over which he has passed easily with his won- 

derful wings. The golden eagles build on all the mountain 

chains of Europe, Asia Minor, Tartary, the north of Africa,
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and the northern regions of America, Scotland is a very 
favourite place with these great birds, especially the isles 
of Orkney, where they find secure places for their nests on 
the storm-worn cliffs overhanging the sea. 

The mother-bird finds sticks, twigs, heather, and layers 
of reeds, and with these she forms a place for her young 
ones, seldom sitting on more than two or three eggs. As 
soon as the little eagles are able to fly, their parents drive 
them away and keep the nest for themselves. Until that 
time, they take good care of their feathered. children, seek- 
ing grouse and other kinds of dainties for their food. 

The bright fierce eyes of the golden eagle can see a long 
way off’ Thus he is able to look down on the flocks, and 
to choose a moment when the shepherd is not watching, in 
order to descend and to seize a nice young lamb, which he 
bears off to his mountain home and devours eagerly. Hares, 
rabbits, foxes, fawns, and birds of all kinds, are hunted by 
these tyrants, and they have been known to make off with 
a moderate-sized pig. It is said that they have carried off 
children as old as four or five years; but I am not sure 
that this last charge against the golden eagle is strictly true. 

Tt is no easy matter to catch one of the young eagles, 
for very few people have courage enough to climb up to 
their nests. Sometimes a man is daring enough to allow 
himself to be let down over the face of a steep and lofty 
cliff till he reaches the ledge on which the mother eagle has 
built her nest. Setting fire to the nest, he scares the old
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birds, and then manages to secure one of the startled young 

birds, and to carry it away to begin the work of taming it. 

When fully grown, an eagle of this kind measures 

three feet long, and more than seven feet across when his 

wings are outspread. The beak is large and powerful, and 

you will see how deeply it is curved if you will glance again 

at the picture. The older this eagle is, the lighter is the 

shade of brown which his feathers attain. The tail is 

nearly black, varied with narrow stripes of gray, which dis- 

appear in age, and which are plainest in very young birds. 

The golden variety of long-winged eagles is the only 

kind in which the legs are covered with plumes quite down 

to the toes. Just at the base the feathers are white; but 

this is noticed only when the wind chances to ruffle them. 

The bold, defiant way in which these kings among birds 

perch themselves, seems to show how proud and fearless 

they are. There is something very grand about the eagle ; 

but the cruelty of his nature must keep us from loving him. 

Even while a whole pack of hounds and a number of 

huntsmen have been in full chase after a hare, a golden 

eagle has been known to drop into their midst, and to dis- 

appoint them by securing the poor frightened victim for 

himself! He flies so very swiftly, too, that if he has 

marked another bird for his prey, though a long way off, 

he is quite certain to overtake it. But he always chooses 

the largest living thing that he can carry ; and so he takes 

a lamb rather than a lark or a thrush,
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In olden times the golden eagle was used for hawking ; 
but he was so large and heavy to carry on the wrist, and 

so very disobedient to his master, that he was let off such 

service after a short trial. 

A tame eagle is rather clever in giving a sharp and 

dangerous bite to any dog’ or cat that may come within his 

reach; nor would he scruple to let you or me feel the 

power of his terrible beak, unless, indeed, he had been 

trained into a very friendly feeling toward us. For these 

reasons, it is quite as well that a golden eagle is not com- 
monly an inmate of our homes. 

 



  

THE WHITE-HEADED SEA-EAGLE. 

HerE we have the picture of one of the large eagle family 

whose head becomes white at the age of four years. When 

the bird is younger there is not a great deal of difference 

between him and the common sea-eagle, because he has 

feathers of mingled brown and gray. About the third 

year the white begins to appear on the head, neck, wings, 

and tail, but it is of a somewhat dingy hue. It becomes 

gradually creamy, and at length is of a very pure shade. 

The full-grown bird measures about three feet in length 

from head to tail, and more than seven in width when the 

wings are spread for flight. The beak is by that time 

changed from dusky brown to a bright yellow, and the tail 

is white, as you see it in the portrait of this kind of sea-eagle. 

His native home is North America, where he is found
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on the banks of the broad lakes and rapid rivers as well as 
on the sea-coast. 

Perhaps you have heard of the’ great cataract or falls of 
Niagara. These white-headed sea-eagles collect in numbers 
upon the rocks there to catch the fish which is their fa- 
vourite food. But another cause of their watchfulness is 
that many a poor beast that has ventured to wade a few 
steps into the stream above gets carried on by the torrent 

and hurled down into those tremendous waterfalls. This 
will be the opportunity for these eagles to have a splendid 

banquet, for like all the rest of their family they are birds 
of prey. 

If the vulture has come there for the same purpose, he 
is forced to give place to the sea-eagle, who is a great 

tyrant, and will keep all other birds at a distance until his 
own appetite is quite satisfied. 

One writer tells us that some thousands of tree-squir- 
rels were once drowned as they tried to cross the river 
Ohio, and a number of vultures collected to feed on them. 

But a single white-headed eagle came on the scene, and he 
put an end to their enjoyment by driving them off and 
keeping possession of their prey for several days; after 

which he went away, because he had eaten enough. It 

has been said that eagles never attack any but living 

animals; but the sea-eagles depart from this rule, and feed 
on dead creatures too. 

Now, I must tell you of a very mean way he has of 
(84)
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taking food for which another bird has watched and toiled. 
Sitting high up on some of the giant trees that abound in 
America, the white-headed eagle has a fine view over sea 
and shore. The white gulls do not move without his eye 
being on them; and he knows exactly what the ducks and 
cranes and all the other feathered things are doing. When 
he catches a glimpse of one called the fish-hawk he is all 
attention, for he knows that presently there will come the 
chance of a theft. This fish-hawk sees something worth 
drawing out of the water, and down he goes to secure it. 
When he has met with success, he rises with his prey in 
his beak, and screams with triumph as he mounts in the 
air. Away flies the eagle in pursuit, and soon overtakes 
the fish-hawk : he in his mingled fear and anger drops his 
fish, and the winged thief snatches it before it falls into 
the water, and carries it off to the woods, where I need not 
say it is quickly swallowed. 

If, however, a band of the fish-hawks are together, the 
sea-eagle does not attempt to play the shabby trick, but 
goes off to hunt for his own food. He is likely to turn 
inland and do a good deal of damage among any little 
pigs or lambs he may chance to find. If these are not 
to be caught, he chooses what he thinks next best—ducks 
and geese that are tender and fat. Gulls too will please 
his greedy appetite, and he will despatch a good many of 
them in a short space of time. 

You may be very sure that all farmers and _shep- 
(84) 2
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herds have a great dislike to the sea-eagle, that robs 
them of their poultry and young lambs. If they 

can creep along the ledge of a rock and set. fire to 

the nest of their enemy, they do not mind the risk or 

the difficulty, for they want to lessen the number of 

birds of prey. , 

The nest of the sea-eagle is built in the most dreary 

places that the mother-bird can find, because she wants to 

keep it hidden from man’s eye. It is always very large 

in size, and is made of sticks, hay, moss, dead sea-weed, 

and other such materials; and it is mended and added to 

year after year. 

Here two white eggs will be laid. There are just a 

few red dots about them at the larger end, but they are of 

a very pure tint. 

The little birds are well cared for by both parents 

while they are weak and small; but afterwards neither 

father nor mother will have anything to do with them, and 

they are driven away to manage for themselves. Some- 

times fish are carried to the nest in such large numbers 

that there is quite a disagreeable smell of it some hundreds 

of yards away, and this may be the means of finding where 

the eagle has built her home. If the cleft of a rock has 

not been chosen, the top of some tall pine tree is a 

place where this bird likes to nest; and as it is so large, 

it can easily be seen from below, though far above 

reach.
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THE WEDGE-TAILED EAGLE. 

HERE is an eagle that is only seen in a wild state upon 
the coast of Australia. Two of them were brought from 
there long ago, and placed in the Paris exhibition of birds, 
where they were much valued because so rare. Since 
then others have come from their distant home to live in 
the Zoological Gardens, and it is the picture of one of these 
that you have before you. 

In their habits they seem to be much like the moun- 
tain eagles well known in the Old World, and nature has 
given them also a vast deal of strength and fierce courage.
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But, like all the tribe, they are not possessed of any re- 

markable intelligence whereby they could learn if men 

wished to teach them. They cannot even weave their 

nests with the skill of many a little common bird; while 

their voices are as disagreeable as they well can be, so it 

is only for their strength and size we can much admire 

the different branches of the eagle family. 

In the full-grown bird of the kind you see now, the 

general colour is either a deep brown or a dull black, with 

a red tinge on the head, the neck, and the breast. 

About the wings there are some white markings, and 

also a shade of light brown. Do not forget to notice that 

this wedge-tailed eagle has feathers to cover the greater 

part of his legs; that part of them which is not pro- 

tected by plumage is of a horn-colour, and the talons 

are black. The middle feathers of the tail are longer 

than the rest by about four inches, and thus give it its 

peculiar shape. The wings when closed extend a good 

deal beyond the middle of the tail, and therefore being 

so long they are able to carry the bird high up in the 

air, and keep him aloft for a good time without growing 

weak and weary. 

The female wedge-tailed eagle when she is young has 

plumage of a lighter and brighter brown. There will be 

very pretty shades of this colour on the wings, and dark 

bands upon the fawn-coloured ground of her tail, which is 

edged with a border of dull red.
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You have already made sufficient friends among the 
different eagles to know that they are all birds of prey, 
seizing and devouring smaller birds, and attacking a great 
many harmless animals, 

There is a story told of an old Scottish minister who 
was but poor, and set great store by a young pig which 
had been given to him. He was keeping it a while until 
it grew rather fatter and larger; but one day a mountain 
eagle, that had been keeping an eye on piggy also, decided 
that it was fit for eating, and therefore came down and 
carried off the prize. The old gentleman heard a great 
squealing, and running out to see what was the matter, 
arrived just in time to behold the eagle soaring out of reach 
with the little pig held tightly in his powerful grasp. 

I do not know if the wedge-tailed eagle would carry off 
a pig, but I think it very likely, because he does so many 
things that are common to the mountain eagle. He preys 
upon the emus and other large birds, which you might 
suppose were quite able to resist him, only unfortunately 
they have not the courage to do it. He carries off the 
little kangaroos from their mother, and will even manage 
to secure one that has grown to a fair size. The natives 
have a great dread of this wedge-tailed eagle, and object 
to go near where he is likely to be seen. We can scarcely 
wonder at their fear of a bird so strong and savage. 

Once a traveller had managed to capture one of them 
by slightly wounding it in the wing, and with a good deal
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of difficulty the strong legs were tied together, and the 

bird was laid in the bottom of the boat near at hand. 

Even then as a captive it managed to force its talons 

through a man’s leg, and in the early morning it was found 

to have divided the strands of the rope by which it was 

confined, and so had made its escape. I feel sure that this 

same eagle would never put itself in the way of another 

traveller who was armed with a gun, but for the rest of 

its life would keep all human beings at a safe distance. 

 



  

THE HARPY EAGLE. 

I NEED scarcely tell you that this eagle is one of the most 

savage of all his family, for you can judge of his character 

by the picture we have of him. 

There is no beast so fierce that the harpy will not dare 

to attack it; he has even been accused of wishing to prey 

upon a man, and splitting the skull with one blow of his 

powerful beak. . 

But if as much to be dreaded as this when in a 

wild state, several harpy eagles, when taken from the 

nest and tamed, have become quite gentle and friendly 

with human beings, allowing themselves to be handled and 

caressed.
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The usual length of a full-grown bird of this sort is 

rather more than three feet and a half. 

The entire head is covered with a soft, thick gray 

down, and from the back there rises a crest of broad black 

feathers, which are slightly tipped with gray. When the 

harpy is quiet this crest is only raised a very little from 

the back of the neck ; but sudden anger or any excitement 

will cause him to raise it high on his head. 

Below the crest the broad collar that circles the front 

of the neck, and the whole of the back and wings, are 

black, each feather ending in a somewhat lighter streak. 

The under surface of the breast is of snowy whiteness, and 

the tail feathers are in bands of black and white with a 

tip of ash colour. The beak and the claws are black, and 

the legs are yellow; and as all these tints and markings 

were seen on a harpy that had lived for more than seven 

years in England, we may be quite sure they are those of 

a full-grown bird. The very young eagles of this species 

have a fawn-coloured collar round the neck, with a few 

black spots on it, and the under surface has dots of fawn 

colour upon the white ground. At each change of plumage 

they get more patches of black, until at last they become 

like the bird of our picture. 

South America is the natural home of the harpy, and 

amid the forests of Guiana he finds plenty of prey. There 

. are two varieties of the sloth found there, and both are in 

great favour with this eagle, and form a large proportion
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of his meals. He always lives in the depths of some 

gloomy forest, caring for no company, and keeping very 

still and silent. When disturbed from his sullen repose he 

proves himself to be quarrelsome and fierce in temper. 

When he has caught a hare or a rabbit he removes the 

skin with his beak before eating the flesh ; and the bones 

of birds and animals, with any bits he has not had a fancy 

for, lie scattered about his nest or the ground beneath it. 

This harpy has rather short wings, so he is not one of 

those that soar high in the air and perch on the mountain 

crags; a tall tree is easy enough for him, but he could not 

fly like the longer-winged birds of prey. He is not at all 

the kind of neighbour one would desire to have, so it is all 

the better that he chooses to be somewhat of a hermit. 

A traveller in South America gives an account of one 

of these harpies that he brought down by a shot which 

broke the wing. Thus wounded, the bird .was made a 

prisoner, and fastened by one leg to the boat from which 

the traveller had landed to inspect the forest depths. For 

several days the harpy refused all food; but he did not 

even try to do any mischief nor to get away. 

Another was taken when but a nestling; but during 

the voyage to Europe he was killed by the sailors. Their 

motive was revenge; for, with his natural instinct of 

destroying animals, the young harpy had seized and de- 

voured several monkeys which in playing about had ven- 

tured too near his cage. He had skinned them before he
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began to eat; but nearly all their bones were swallowed 

with their flesh. As the sailors were fond of the monkeys, 

they destroyed the handsome bird that had caught the 

little creatures in his strong talons, and thus made a speedy 

end of them. 

 



  

THE BRAZILIAN CARACARA EAGLE. 

I HOPE you are not quite tired of hearing about eagles, for 

I want to tell you of another kind that is found in the 

southern parts of America. He is supposed to be a sort 

of link between the eagles and the vultures, having a, little 

of the character of both species of birds. In the nakedness 

of parts of his head he is like the last-named bird of prey, 

and also in the eyes, which are not deeply set; but in habits 

and ways of life this caracara eagle is like the golden, the 

sea, and other of the many. different varieties of eagles. 

Our picture shows us that he is a sharp, wide-awake look- 

ing bird. There is nothing of sleepiness or indolence about 

him, and very little would escape his bright keen eyes.
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You will notice, he has a long beak hooked at its tip— 

such a beak as we would not like to close upon our fingers. 

The wings in this kind of eagle are nearly the length 

of the tail, and rather rounded in form. The legs are not 

feathered ; the claws are moderately long, but we are told 

that they are not very powerful in their grasp of anything. 

_ These birds cannot fly to any lofty height, and they 

are not able to bear their prey with them when on the 

wing to carry it to a distant nest. They are most com- 

monly seen walking, and there is not one of the many 

destructive birds of prey that can walk so well as this 

Brazilian caracara eagle. 

Those feathers that he has upon his head are long and 

black, and can be partly raised so as to form a pointed 

sort of crest. The neck is of a light brownish gray, and 

the breast is the same shade, but marked with wavy bars 

of a deeper brown. Nearly all the rest of the plumage 

is of a dark blackish brown; but the tail is of a dirty 

white hue at the base, and marked with narrow dusky 

bands, though black at the tip, as a glance at the bird’s 

portrait will show you. The skin on the cheeks, like that 

of the vultures, is bare of plumage, is of a dull red colour ; 

the legs are yellow and the claws are black. That cruel- 

looking beak is horn-coloured at the tip and of a bluish 

shade at its base. But a good many changes are noticed 

in the tint of the birds that from time to time appear at 

the Zoological Gardens, as they advance in age.



THE BRAZILIAN CARACARA EAGLE. 29 

When fully grown, an eagle of this kind measures 

about twenty-one inches long, and with his wings out- 

spread his width will be some fifty inches. At one period 
of his life there are some white feathers among his wings 

marked with spots of brown, and the throat as well as the 

sides of the head are as light as they can be. 

This is the most common bird of prey to be found in 

Brazil and Paraguay. The nest for the rearing of the 

young ones is built on the tops of the trees, and those are 
always chosen that have the most climbing shrubs clinging 

to the trunk and branches. 

If none of this kind are to be found, the mother-bird 

gives up the idea of a tree altogether and turns to some 

bushy thicket. Here she arranges sticks and twining 

branches according to her fancy, and lines them with a 

thick layer of hair. 

" Two eggs will be deposited here, very pointed in their 

shape at the one end, and with spots of crimson on their 

brownish ground. 

There is no difficulty about the food of these eagles of 

South America—nothing comes amiss to them. They 

consume both dead and living prey, and they do not de- 

spise toads or frogs, worms or snails. Lizards, grass- 

hoppers, even the winged ants of that country, snakes and 

flies, are watched for and most eagerly devoured. The 

greedy bird will even turn up the ground to see what 

small insects he may find there. One writer says that this
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eagle neglects the little birds because he cannot fly after 

them high or long enough to manage their capture. But 

a second writer considers this a mistake, for as in the 

bodies of some Brazilian eagles when opened he found the 

remains of many of the small birds, it is clear that there 

is some successful way of catching them known to this 

cruel, greedy fellow. 

They live in pairs or sometimes alone; but three or 

four will often join together to pursue some prey that is 

too large or strong for a single eagle to manage with 

success. Herons and other birds of size and strength are 

often chased and overcome by three or four of these cara- 

caras that have united against them. 

Then they will try to rob vultures of the flesh they 

are eating. Even when a sportsman has managed to shoot 

some game he may very possibly see it earried off by this 

eagle, which suddenly appears and snatches it away before 

there is time to interfere. 

You may suppose that this is not at all a shy bird. 

As the flesh is quite unfit to eat, he has not been much 

sought after, and this may be why he is so bold that he 

will perch on trees quite near to inhabited places, even on 

the roofs of houses, and never try to conceal himself. 

The name caracara has been given these eagles by the 

Brazilians because they have a cry which is somewhat like 

this word, uttered in their hoarse disagreeable voices.



  

  

THE KING OF THE VULTURES. 

THE king of the vultures has not gained his title from his 

size, for he is much smaller than others of his kith and 

kin. Perhaps he is so called because he is very much less 

awkward than some birds; indeed he is said to be the 

most elegant of all the vultures. He has a very strong- 

looking beak, as you see in the picture, on each side of 

which there falls a sort of comb, bright orange in colour, 

about an inch and a half long. The hues of his plumage 

are very bright, and are full of contrasts which make him 

a somewhat remarkable-looking bird. The upper part of 

the neck has no covering, so that you only see the light- 

coloured skin; but at its base there is a ruffle of the softest,
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downiest ash-gray feathers that could be imagined. All the 

under parts of this king are white, with here and there a 

tinge of flesh colour, and his back and parts of his tail are 

fawn colour, which grows lighter and lighter as he passes 

from youth to age. The quill feathers of the wings and 

tail are a’splendid glossy black. Round -each eye the skin 

is bright scarlet, and on the sides of the head it is of the 

darkest purple. The base of the beak is red, with a shade 

of black; the legs and claws are sometimes dusky, and 

now and then of a yellowish white. But I have not even 

yet told you all the varied shades of skin or plumage 

which you would see if you made the acquaintance of this 

king of the vultures. The back of his head is covered with 

a patch of short black down. Behind his eyes there are 

several deep wrinkles of skin which become a thick fold 

passing down to the sides of the neck. This fold is red- 

brown mixed with blue, and there are several lines of 

minute black hairs passing across it. A very young bird 

of this kind is of a bluish tint all over, excepting for his 

white under plumage and a few white feathers in his tail. 

In the second year of his life his hue becomes duskier, and 

he is marked by long-shaped white spots. In the third 

year he gets the many shades of the full-grown vulture. 

These birds extend over a large range in America. 

They are met with as far north as Florida, and are any- 

thing but strangers in the United States. They are quite 

common in Paraguay, and great flocks of them are seen
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in Mexico, from whence the first living specimen was 
brought to Europe. 

The wings of this king of the vultures are so exceed- 
ingly strong that they will not only carry him to any 
height he may wish to reach, but bear him up for several 
hours without fatigue. They walk very slowly on the 
ground, keeping their bodies erect. When thesé birds 
wish to mount into the air the first starting does not seem 
quite easy, for they take several leaps before they are 
fairly off. Once off the ground, away they go, easily and 
rapidly enough. 

Their eye-sight is wonderfully strong and piercing, so 
that glancing down on the earth as they are flying they can 
see any dead bird or animal, no matter how great may be 
the distance, and come down to feed if they are so inclined, 

I am very glad to be able to tell you that this king of 
the vultures will not attack the smallest living thing. If 
even a tiny bird was hurt and wounded so that it could 
not fly, but lay panting on the ground, it would be quite 
safe from this bird of prey as long as a breath remained. 
In summer-time he will feed upon the fish that have been 
dried up by the scorching heat of the sun; also upon dead 
snakes. and lizards, if there is-nothing better to- be had. 

. * These. vultures carry about ‘them thé odour of the: food 
they eat; even after they have’ been killed and stufféd: the 
skin keeps the same disagreeable’ scent for a good many 
years. 

(84) 3
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It is not a habit of the tribe to perch on trees, but this 

king of the vultures departs from the usual rule and chooses 

the highest branches for a dwelling. 

Here he lives alone or with a mate, and when the 

female bird wants to build a nest she chooses the hollow 

trunk of the tree in which to lay two eggs. 

A great many little dead animals and birds will have 

to be found to keep the young vultures well fed until such 

time as they can take care of themselves, for they are 

hungry creatures. The parent birds have a wonderful 

patience in bearing hunger, and are never tempted by it to 

eat any but their natural food. 

They have no liking for the society of man, and as 

they desire to live as far removed from his haunts as they 

possibly can, their dwelling is always chosen among trees 

which are in a solitary and unfrequented part of the 

country. 

Though, as I have told you, these vultures live alone 

or in pairs, there are generally others of their kind in the 

neighbourhood, and that is how it comes to pass that 

travellers disturb large bands of these birds when they fire 

a gun. 

Some say that all other vultures pay a particular 

respect to this king, and leave their prey if he takes a 

fancy to it; but as this report is contradicted by other 

writers, I cannot assure you it is true.



  

THE SOCIABLE VULTURE, 

THE first sociable vulture that was ever seen in Europe 
came from the Cape of Good Hope in the summer of 1829, 
and was given to the Zoological Society. It is more com- 
mon in the interior of Africa than anywhere else. 

The sociable vulture is a very large bird, measuring 
upwards of ten feet across the wings when they are out- 
spread. The head and most of the neck are of a colour 
that is more like that of raw flesh than anything else to 
which we could compare it; and these parts have no 
covering of down or of feathers.
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By looking now at the picture you will see that the 

lower part of the neck behind has a sort of ruffle which is 

quite black in hue. When the great bird is sleepy, he 

draws back his head within these crisp feathers as into a 

hood, and so takes his rest very comfortably. The body, 

the wings, and the tail are all blackish brown; the breast 

and the under parts are covered with very thick white 

down ; and so are the legs, though upon them there is a 

brownish tinge. 

When the little vultures of this kind are first hatched, 

they are. quite covered with down. At the time when 

they are old enough to leave the nest, the feathers are 

red-brown in colour. Like all the Vulture family, this 

one makes his home among the caves and fissures of the 

mountains. There he passes the night, or rests during the 

day after his large appetite has been quite satisfied. 

When the sun rises, large bands of them may be seen 

perched on the rocks near their dwelling-places, looking 

out for prey. However high they are above the plains 

and valleys, their strong and piercing sight enables them 

to perceive what is going on below. If some large animal 

has been killed by the hunters, and its dead body is left 

unguarded only an instant, these vultures surround it at 

once and devour it in their greedy and horrible fashion. 

A sociable vulture very seldom feeds on a living victim ; 

in such a case it would only be some very small animal. 

He delights in continuing his meal even after the carcass
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has begun to grow corrupt; for he does not leave it until 
he has had all he can get. We all have a natural dislike 
to vultures, because they are such cruel and gluttonous 

birds ; but as it is with human beings so I fancy is it with 
the feathered tribe: despite their bad points, there is gen- 

erally something good or useful about them, every one! 
Well, then, this is the one thing I can say in favour of the 

bird of our picture, as well as of other members of his 

large family :— 

Away in the warm countries he dwells in, disease 

might be spread about if he were not there to clear off 

rubbish—the remains of animals and such like things. 

The people of those parts would not take the trouble. 

These vultures, then, do the service which is done in civil- 

ized lands by dust and rubbish carts; and in this way they 

prevent a good deal of harm. Happily we do not need 

them in England; and no one is at all sorry that we never 

see them among us, except as an exhibition, when we have 
no reason to fear their attacks. Ifa camel falls dead on 

the burning African desert, these vultures appear at once, 

and soon employ themselves in making an end of the poor 

beast. If a mule drops down among the mountainous 

passes, a band of these birds of prey is on the spot with- 

out any loss of time, leaving nothing behind but a heap of 

bones, picked as clean as ever a hungry dog picked the 

bone of a mutton chop! 

When the female of these sociable vultures has made
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her nest, she lays two or at most three eggs in it. One 

traveller in Africa has mentioned eating these eggs, which 

he thought very good indeed; but it is a hard matter to 

get them, because the nest is so cleverly hidden. 

Two or three birds often build quite near together in 

the same cavern. I do not know if this is why they are 

called sociable vultures; but it proves that they are very 

friendly among themselves, and indeed one single mountain 

seems to be the home of an immense number of these great 

birds. 

 



  

THE CONDOR. 

Art the beginning of this century, very little was known 

about the condor except what had been learned from 

travellers’ tales. Then, the great German naturalist Hum- 

boldt made us understand the size and the appearance as 

well as the habits of this great bird. 

Like the eagle, he seizes on living prey; but like the 

vulture, too, he feeds on that which is dead. Whatever 

he secures he eats on the spot, never trying to bear it 

away with him to his home. Though the condor has never 

been given the name of king, it is not withheld because he 

is not large enough for the office. He is stronger, larger, 

and fiercer than the eagle; and he is very handsome, with 

his shining black feathers, the white tips to his wings, and 

the snowy ruffle around his neck.
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lf a journey is made to the snowy regions of the 

mountain-ranges in South America, that is where the con- 

dors may be seen in little groups of three or four. They 

never collect in large troops, as do the true vultures, 

When a great sense of hunger drives the condor down 

from the heights he loves, it is only to stay until his 

appetite is quite satisfied, for the warmer air of the lower 

world does not please him. 

If you will turn to the picture, you will see a sort of 

comb on this bird’s head: the female has nothing of the 

kind. Nor can she show white patches on her wings, for 

they are of a dark gray shade. Both birds have rather 

short tails; and their strong legs are of a blue-gray colour, 

and are not plumed to the toes after the fashion of the 

golden eagle. 

The mother-bird does not make a nest, but leaves her 

egos on the open ledge of a rock in some hollow. Both 

parents take food to their young ones, and are devoted in 

their care; but after some six weeks the little condors 

begin to flutter their wings, and in a very few months 

they go off altogether, to seek their own home and live- 

lihood. | . 
Two of the full-grown birds will sometimes fly down 

from the mountains and attack a llama, a calf, or a cow. 

They pursue the poor animal for some little way, wound- 

ing it so much with their cruel beaks and talons, that at 

last it falls on the ground from weariness and loss of blood.
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Then the condors tear out the tongue of their prey, and 

begin devouring the parts they like best. Last of all, they 

gorge themselves with the intestines; and their greediness 

is such that they are quite unable to fly for some time after 

their horrible banquet. 

Many stories have been told of children, and even of 

men and women, being attacked by these birds; but Baron 

Humboldt has said that he never heard of any such case, 

even though the Indians who collect the snow from the 

mountains leave their little ones sleeping in the open air in 

the midst of the resorts of the condors. He told also that 

he had himself often been within a few feet of three or 

four as they perched on some rock, yet they made no 

attempt to do him any harm, 

When left in his natural state, the condor lives to a very 

great age—longer, it is said, than a man lives). When 

caught, he is at first both sullen and timid; but as he 

becomes used to his new life he gains courage, and is often 

very savage and dangerous. After a time, however, he 

learns to be content with his prison and his keepers, and 

becomes quiet if not happy.



  

THE PEREGRINE FALCON. 

Nong of us can be sure what birds tell each other; but if 

the peregrine faleon is proud, he might certainly boast 

that he belongs to a good old family. 

In long past days, his ancestors went hawking with 

the kings and nobles of “merry England ;” no birds were 

so high in favour or were tended with such care. It was 

rather a cruel way of taking pleasure, and we have quite 

done with it now-a-days. No longer are falcons blind- 

folded and carried on the wrists of their owners to the 

fields, and there unhooded and sent to strike down their 

prey. 

I am afraid the peregrine falcon is much like human
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beings who are not in favour with the world. No one 

wants him now, so he may be left to take care of himself ; 

and if any person shoots him, or robs his nest, no trouble 

or penalty will follow. 

Of all the noble faleon family, the peregrine used to be 

the favourite. His long pointed wings help him to rise 

higher in the air than his relative the hawk, and he is 

more easily taught and trained than the eagle. 

He has been found in most of the mountainous parts 

of Europe, in the clefts of the rocks away in Australia, 

and throughout both North and South America. There 

are still falcons in England, but Scotland is more in favour 

with them, especially the most lonely parts of the Shetland 

Islands. 

The mother-bird is always larger than the male; her 

plumage is a little redder on the lower feathers, and not 

quite of so blue a shade on the upper ones. The male 

peregrine falcon grows lighter as he gets older. In the 

first year the upper feathers are light brown, with an 

ash-coloured tinge here and there. The head and the 

neck are then whitish, and are marked with brown and 

red spots; the throat and the under parts are of a dirty 

white with brown marks; and the legs are yellow. 

Afterwards the upper feathers turn gray, and are marked 

by dark-brown bands. The beak is lead-colour, the head 

and the neck are bluish black on the upper parts, but 

‘quite white about the throat. The quill feathers of the
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wings and tail are of a dusky black, but the under parts 

are white, marked by streaks of brown. 

You must look at the picture and notice the bold, 

bright eyes of this handsome bird; and his strong, curved 

claws, which are so well able to seize and grasp his prey. 

I scarcely think that falcons of this kind are so 

common now as to be seen much in the great busy city 

of London; but it is said that sixty or seventy years ago 

they often made their winter quarters on the top of 

Westminster Abbey and other large churches, descending 

to seize the tame pigeons that they caught a glimpse of. 

The nest of a peregrine falcon is built on the face of 

some high cliff, quite out of the reach of man. It is of a 

large size, and is made of sticks mixed cleverly with the 

stems of the mountain grasses. 

Here, then, the mother-bird lays either three or four 

eggs, which are of a dull red colour and marked with 

dark spots. 

You may be quite sure that when the little falcons are 

hatched they never are in want of food; for the parents 

keep them well supplied, and they feast on grouse, pheas- 

ants, partridges, and other excellent fare. 

It is only while he has a little family to care for that 
the falcon makes any sound; at other times he is quite 

a silent bird. I suppose the care of his children makes 

him timid lest danger should happen to them, and more 

eager too after prey ; whatever the cause may be, he utters
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every now and then a shrill, clear cry, which is never 

heard from him at any other period. 

Falcons of this kind are not sociable; you do not see 

other nests upon the same cliff. The gulls and other sea- 

birds build near, and I am sorry to say they are apt to 

suffer by such rashness, for the falcon gets hold of many a 

nice young gull for his supper. 

He waits until the parents have gone off to get food 

for the little ones, and then he drops down on the nest and 

carries off one of the helpless young things that he has had 

his eye on for some time. 

. Perhaps you may have heard the long word “ pere- 

grinations” used for wandering and roaming about. If so, 

you will at once guess why this is called the peregrine 

faleon—he often travels about seeing many countries. 
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THE SNOWY OIVL. 

I DARESAY you know that owls are for the most part birds 

of the night. This one of which you have now the picture 

is unlike some of his relatives, for he comes out and shows 

himself in broad daylight. He lives in both hemispheres, 

but in Europe he is not often seen south of Sweden, and in 

America he likes best the region of Hudson Bay. 

You may be sure from his name that this owl has beau- 

tiful white plumage. Here and there may be seen very 

small dots of brown on the head and the wings, and there 

are some narrow stripes of the same shade about his body ; 

but the legs are covered to the claws with long, thick 

feathers, of the purest white, and at a short distance it
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would be very difficult to distinguish him from the snowy 

branches of the trees in the cold countries he dwells in. 

The margins of lakes and rivers are the places where he 

goes a-fishing; but he is quite as clever in catching hares 

and squirrels as they dart from the thick underwood of 

some great gloomy forest. A rat, too, is not at all dis- 

agreeable to this owl’s taste; and indeed you might almost 

fancy that he would feel uncomfortable from eating as he * 

does. To admit of him satisfying a very large appétite, 

however, he has the power of stretching his stomach to 

take in as much as he chooses. 

There is not one of the owl tribe that can fly as fast as 

this beautiful snowy species; and he can also stay much 

longer in the air than most birds do. 

The full-grown female is rather larger than her mate, 

measuring five feet in width and two in length. 

She arranges her nest among the branches of a tree, in 

some hole of a rock, or sometimes even on the ground. 

Two eggs are laid there, snow-white in colour, and she sits 

patiently on them until her little ones come forth from the 

shell. 

Although the snowy owl prefers the most northern 

countries of the Old World, he inhabits the Shetland Islands, 

and has been seen in Orkney. There, however, he does 

not fly about by day as he does in America. He keeps 

more to the usual habits of an owl. 

About twilight he knows it will be a famous time for



48 THE SNOWY OWL. 

getting hold of the little field-mice and small birds, so away 

he starts in quest of them. The crows and such like birds 

fly at him, as if they thought to provoke him to a fight ; 

but the snowy owl treats them with great scorn, and dart- 

ing through the air leaves them far enough behind. 

The feet of the snowy owl are so formed that he can 

easily grasp his prey. “The claws are long, curved, and 

very sharp indeed. 

Sometimes sportsmen are made very angry by the way 

in which this bird serves them. He will follow them all 

through a long day, perching on the highest trees above 

their heads. When a bird has been shot, down comes this 

greedy owl and carries it off before any one has time to 

look round. 

A reward is sometimes offered to those who will destroy 

these owls; but an idea prevails that to meddle with them 

brings what people call ill-luck, so few care to do anything 

to a bird of such evil omen. 

The voice of this snowy owl is very dismal. It would 

frighten those who heard it in the stillness of a dark night 

and did not know what it was.



  

THE VIRGINIAN EAGLE-OWL, 

I po not think we can find any beauty in the portrait 

of this bird; but he is a strange-looking fellow, and 
I hope you will not mind reading about him and _ his 
habits. 

The name tells at once that he lives in America. Per- 

haps he is most common in the United States, but these 

eagle-owls are found in many other parts. No place could 

be too dark or too damp for his retreat. He will choose 

the hollow of a tree in some swampy forest and there make 

himself both happy and comfortable. ; 

The chief colouring of this bird is a sort of mixed black, 

white, and yellowish brown. The throat is quite white, 
(84) 4
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edged with a brown band, and the under parts are marked 

by countless little dark bars on the reddish surface, mingled 

with a very little white. You can just see the tail in the 

picture, and notice that it has six or seven black bands 

across it. The face is brown, and is bounded on each side 

by a black stripe. The legs and toes are of a light brown, 

and the beak and claws are black. Those bright searching 

eyes, which note all that is going on, are yellow. The 

female Virginian eagle-owl is rather darker and duller in 

her shading, and the white about the throat is not so pure 

in its tint. Her nest is rather large, and is made of 

branches, which are held together by roots and twigs, and 

then well lined with leaves. Two eggs are laid here, which 

in size are much the same as the eggs of a hen. 

When the young are hatched they give their parents 

plenty to do in the way of bringing food to the nest, for 

they are always hungry, and need a great deal to eat. 

Mice, moles, rats, frogs, and young lizards are among the 

meals which the old eagle-owls provide for their children, 

but a leveret or a plump little rabbit will please them 

better, if such a thing can be found. 

_ Partridges and other well-tasting birds are prey that 

this eagle-ow] takes pains to secure, hunting chiefly at dusk, 

because. that is the time when the little feathered creatures 

are getting to roost, and so are caught more easily than 

when they are wakeful and sprightly. 

If this greedy bird can get to a hen-house it is very
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sure that not a chicken will be left unless the robber is 
disturbed before his deed is done. 

From all the accounts that travellers have given us, the 
cries of the eagle-owl at night are enough to strike terror, 
into the bravest. Sometimes it may be a sudden shout) 
that one could never believe came from any bird; or per- 
haps the sounds are like half-stifled screams, as from some 
person who is being suffocated. 

Then the movements of this eagle-owl are very stealthy 
and quiet, so that he can approach unawares. His power 

of flying is not very great, because the feathers of his 
wings are so soft and downy that he can use them best 
near the ground. They have not force enough to help him 

to soar in the air to any wonderful height. The darkness 

of his retreat just suits his eye-sight, because the full light 
of sunshine would dazzle him. He looks forward to twi- 
light as the time when he can move about without suffering 
any discomfort of this kind. 

Should any one disturb. this bird in his retired home, 

he does not fly right away. He will shuffle from place to 
place uneasily, or stay as if fixed to one spot by surprise, 
ruffling his plumage and looking quite bewildered, while he 

utters a sharp hissing sound, or makes a chattering with 
his beak. 

At such times the little thrushes, blackbirds, and others 

grow quite saucy. They know that this enemy of theirs 
is, for the moment, stupified, and cannot gather his wits
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together for an attack, so they peck at him.and flutter 

round his head, and so add to his uneasiness. It is rather 

mean of them truly to take such advantage of the eagle- 

owl’s perplexity, but their families and friends have suffered 

so much from his greediness that it is not to be wondered 

at if they hate him. Still there is a proverb which says, 

“ Every one has his turn,” and at the approach of twilight 

our Virginian eagle-owl may punish some of these venture- 

some little creatures with death. 

 



  

THE BARN OWL, 

HERE we have an owl that is very useful. But for him as 
watchman and guardian in the barn, there is no telling 
how much mischief the rats and mice might do there. 
When he drops from his perch to the ground he makes no 
noise, so the destructive little animals do not know what 
great enemy is near until they feel his sharp talons. By 
that time their chances of escape are all over. 

While the sun shines brightly, the barn owl sleeps ; 
towards evening he rouses himself and bethinks him of 
what he has to do: 

You may see by his picture that the owl’s eyes are 
very large. They take in so much light, that in the day- 
time he is dazzled and blinded by it, and this gives him a 
stupid and bewildered air if he is exposed to it.
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He flies without any noise, and thus when he comes 

out in the dusk of a summer’s evening from behind some 

old tomb in a churchyard, or after hiding in a crumbling 

wall, he startles the passer-by terribly, as he gives a hideous 

sereech and darts on his way. In country districts, where 

peasants believe many old sayings that really have no truth 

in them, it is supposed that an owl flitting by with that 

wild cry is telling those who hear it of some great mis- 

fortune that is about to befall them. 

As the barn owl is the commonest of all the tribe, and 

is well known in England, it is not needful to describe him 

closely. You see by his portrait that he has no tufts on 

the top of the head like the horned owl; and that his 

beak is not curved all the way down, but is arched only 

near the point. Round the eyes there are straight, stiff 

feathers, which give the bird a very strange expression. 

In colour the owl is gray, mingled with dusky brown, 

which increases as he grows older. 

He loves solitary places, and thus he chooses a home in 

some ruined building or in the hollow of some old tree. 

Like the snowy owl, he has a very large appetite ; and 

he does not turn a deaf ear to its voice, you may be sure. 

He can see the very smallest speck on the ground, when 

you and I could perceive nothing; and a mouse cowering 

in the corner of a corn-rick has no chance of passing un- 

noticed by the barn owl. a 

He may not be a general favourite—for birds of prey
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are not greatly beloved by most of us—but the farmer 

gives him a good character; and so he ought, for this bird 

does him better service than a dozen or two of cats. 

It is said, though, that if he can rob the hen-roost it 

will be a great pleasure to him, and this certainly is against 

him; but then people ought not to give him the chance of 

such a night’s work. 

I have not space in which to tell you half the stories 

I have heard of people being terrified by the noises of the 

barn owl. Many a ghost-tale might be traced to the 

sounds he has made in the top of unused chimneys or in 

the ledge of some water-spout. 

The nest of the barn owl is very well built of sticks 

piled together, and-the inside is lined with feathers and 

dry leaves. After the young ones have gone away and it 

is quite deserted, a good many bones and feathers are found 

there, to tell of the terrible end of many a little mouse and 

bird. 

 



  

THE OSTRICH. 

THE bird about which I am now to tell you is the largest 

of all birds,—so large, that his weight keeps him from try- 

ing to fly. In ancient times, the size of the ostrich, and 

his swift pace, caused learned men to say that he was half 

bird and half beast. The Greeks and the Romans knew 

him by the name of “camel-bird;” for, like the camel, he 

can go a long time without drinking any water, and he also 

bends his legs and lies down in the same way as the camel. 

If you happeried to be travelling in the deserts of Africa 

or of Asia, you might see a band of these huge birds in
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the distance, and might fancy them to be men on horseback. 

The mistake has been made many a time, so strange do 

they look, until they are near enough to be known as 

gentle, harmless ostriches. 

In our picture you see a male and a female bird. The 

male has the lowér part of the neck and the whole of the 

body covered with black feathers, mingled with a few 

white ones. _ The female is of a gray-brown shade, just 

fringed with white. Both birds have white tails, and the 

larger plumes of their wings are of the same pure colour. 

Only while they are young have ostriches any feathers on 

their legs; and even then they fall off after the first year, 

and never appear again. 

I have said that this huge bird is too heavy to fly; 

but there is another reason for his powerlessness to raise 

himself from the ground. Nature has given him very 

small wings, and the feathers do not fit closely together as 

in the case of flying birds. They are little, loosely-floating 

plumes, which can be spread out as the ostrich runs, but 

are of no other use to him. It is for these light and grace- 

ful plumes, which ornament our hats and bonnets, that the 

poor bird is hunted and robbed. 

Have you ever heard it said of any person that he has 

“the appetite of an ostrich”? Let me tell you what this 

means, An ostrich never seems to have had too much, and 

nothing is too hard or too heavy for him to swallow. 

Pieces of leather, lumps of iron, stones, nails—these and
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other such things are consumed without causing him any 
uncomfortable feelings. 

Although these birds always live together in large 
bands, each male chooses one particular female ostrich to 
be his companion. The eggs are very heavy, and have 
extremely hard shells of a dirty white colour. The con- 
tents of an ostrich egg’would make as much as thirty of 
the largest eggs any of our common hens lay. They are 
thought to be a great dainty. 

The female bird does not build a nest; she scoops out 
a large hole, and there leaves her eggs. The burning rays 
of the sun all day are quite enough to hatch them without 
her sitting on them, as most mother-birds do; but some- 
times she comes to them during the night, when the air is 
cool. When the little ostriches come forth from the shell, 

they are not helpless as most young birds are; they can 
run swiftly on their strongly-built legs, and search for food 
without troubling their parents. 

The chase of the full-grown ostrich needs a great deal 
of skill and patience, both in the Arab and in his. horse. 
He is a very gentle bird, never even attempting to do harm 
when hurt or attacked; still the speed with which these 
great long legs get over the ground would make it almost 
impossible to overtake an ostrich if he had the sense to run 
in a straight line.’ But though on first seeing an enemy 

the bird begins to run swiftly, fear soon. makes him turn 

from side to side, Thus the hunter gains on him, and
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seizes the right moment for throwing a stick between his 

legs, which stops his course sufficiently to allow him to be 

made captive. 

Sometimes, as a last resource, he hides his head in the 

sand, as if he supposed that he could in that fashion escape 

being seen! Even when the chase is easy, it takes at least 

six or eight hours before the frightened bird can be secured. 

When taken, he does not show any ill-temper. In time, he 

becomes so tame that his Arab master can mount and ride 

him as if he were a horse. 

 



  
THE LMU. 

HERE we have a bird nearly as large as the African 
ostrich. In form the two are somewhat alike; but the 
emu stands lower on the legs, his neck is shorter, and his 
body is thicker. You might almost fancy that he had no 
wings, for, except when he lifts them up, they cannot be 
seen. They look then as if they were covered with rough 
hair instead of with feathers. On the head and neck 
there is so little plumage that the skin shows quite plainly.
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Down the bird’s back there is a parting, and the feathers 

fall on either side. 

In colour the emu is dull brown mottled with gray. 

Both the male and the female are of the same hue; but 

the little ones, when first coming out of the shell, are much 

handsomer as regards the shading of their feathers. 

If you will look at the picture you will see that this is 

a very long-legged bird. It stands sometimes as high as 

seven feet, though most of those that have been brought 

to England have not been more than five or six feet in 

height. 

The emus are found in Australia and in the islands 

near it. In former times the greatest numbers of them 

were seen about Port Jackson and Port Phillip; but since 

settlers in Australia have increased, the birds have moved 

off to seek shelter in the quieter parts of the country. 

The food of the emu is always vegetable; he seeks 

roots, fruit, and herbs, and thus is quite harmless to all 

other living things. You may suppose that such a large 

bird, with legs so long and powerful, is able to run very 

swiftly. When he takes flight from those who want to 

secure him, he manages to leave them so far behind that 

it is not easy to get a shot at him. Travellers tell us that 

the dogs of New South Wales have a great dislike to 

attack the emu. The odour of the bird’s flesh is disagree- 

able to them; and then he has a habit of striking out his 

feet in a way that sometimes injures them very much.
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To avoid the blow, those dogs that have been well trained 
to the chase make a sudden spring at the neck, and by so 
doing the bird is quite overcome. 

On King’s Island, in Bass Strait, there was once a band 
of English seal-fishers, whose dogs had been taught neither 
to fear nor to shun the emu. While their masters were 
busy with the seal-fishery, these clever animals would go 
forth hunting in the woods, and thus they destroyed every 
day some bird or small animal that served for the food of 
the whole party. Sometimes they caught a kangaroo, the 
flesh of which is said to make capital soup; and some- 
times an emu, which when cooked is a little like beef. 
The dogs would go back to the fishermen’s dwelling after 
their chase, and by signs get them to follow to the spot 
where the supply would be found all ready to be carried 
home and turned into a meal. . 

It is not every part of an emu that can be eaten. 
The legs are the best, and to carry these some distance is 
a wearying business even for a strong man. Their egos 
are thought to be extremely good, and the natives have 
scarcely any other food while these are plentiful. They 
are as large as fhe ege of an ostrich, with thick shells of 
a dark-green colour. 

We have not had any account of the way in which the 
female emu makes her nest when she is living in a wild 
state. Those that have hatched their young in the collec- 
tions of birds in several large cities of Kurope, lay generally
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six or seven eggs. The male takes his share of the work 
of sitting on them till the little ones break the shell, and 
come forth in their grayish-white feathers, with broad 

black stripes running down the back. 

When living thus in captivity, the emu gets perfectly 

tame, and seems to keep in good health in our English 

climate. For this reason it has never been difficult to 

breed young ones; so the bird is not so scarce as some of 

those that are brought to us across the ocean. When 

William the Fourth was King of England, he had some 

emus among his collection at Windsor Castle, and some of 

the young ones came from there to the Zoological Gardens. 

Go when you may to Regent's Park, I do not think you 
are likely to find the emus’ house empty, so you will be 

able to say whether this picture of the great bird is a good 
one, 

 



  

THE CROWNED CRANE. 

WE have here a bird that was first known about four 

hundred years ago. At that time the Portuguese were 

finding out the western coast of Africa. Among other dis- 

coveries, they made that of the crowned crane, which they 

had never seen in Europe. Since that time, many of these 

cranes have been brought away from their native country. 

They are called “crowned” because of their crest, which, as 

you see in the picture, is a little after the shape of a royal 

crown. 

’ The front of the head is covered with close black feathers 

as soft as velvet, and behind this there rises the strange- 

looking crest. It is yellow in colour, and fringed with
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black at its edges. The shade of the crowned crane’s 

body and neck is a bluish-slate, and the quill feathers of 

the tail and wings are black. There are also some bright 

brown feathers in the tail, and some in the wings that are 

of snowy whiteness. There is no plumage on the cheeks 

and temples, which are of a rose-red hue. Sometimes the 

other unfeathered parts are just as bright, but now and 

then they are without any colour. 

On the upper part of the throat this crane has a fold 

of brilliant crimson skin, very much like the wattle of a 

turkey, which you must have noticed often in such a well- 

known British bird. Beneath this fold the feathers are 

long and slender, falling gracefully down over the crane’s 

breast. 

The crowned crane is very much admired for his form 

and plumage. He walks in a very stately, dignified way, 

as if he felt himself a handsome and important fellow, 

never looking clumsy and awkward—not even when (after 

the family habit) he stands on one leg. 

All cranes like damp and marshy places, and this 

crowned bird prefers them to any other spot; for there 

abound the fishes, worms, and insects that form his chief 

food. He eats grain and other vegetable substances also, 

but he does not like them so well as he does a nice 

long wriggling worm, a little eel, or something equally 

tasty. 

I cannot say that this bird has a sweet voice, for indeed 
(84) 9)
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the noise he makes has been compared to the harsh sounds 

of a trumpet. He has another note also, which is a little 

like the clucking of a hen, only being much louder it is 

much more disagreeable. 

He does not belong to the class of birds that are noted 

for song. Indeed, many a bird of handsome plumage has 

nothing in the way of voice with which he may hope to 

charm our ears. 

When resting on one long leg, and with his neck drawn 

inwards, this crane is not off guard. A very little noise 

will rouse him at once; and then, lengthening out his neck, 

he looks boldly round to see what is likely to happen, and 

whether he has need to think of self-defence. If there be 

danger near, he utters a loud ery, as if to give warning to 

all his friends and relations. 

Like other cranes, this crowned bird does not care for 

the life of a hermit. When you see one you may expect 

soon to come upon others; for they bear each other com- 

pany in their fishing expeditions, and make their dwellings 

among the same reeds and bushes.



  

  

  

THE DEMOISELLE. 

HERE is another member of the crane family; but as it puts 

itself into attitudes rather like those of an affected young 

lady, it has become known by the name of “ Demoiselle.” 

The form of this demoiselle is very graceful. When 

standing upright it measures about three feet six inches 

high; and its length is usually three feet from the point 

of the bill to the tip of the tail. 

Please look now at the picture, and notice the shades 

of this bird’s plumage. The whole upper part of the head 

is of light gray; and the sides of it, as well as the neck 

and the long pointed feathers that hang over the breast, 

are deeply black in hue. Behind each eye there is a tuft
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of pure white feathers, which float loosely in the air with 

every movement of the bird. The rest of the body is 

covered with plumage of a slaty-gray colour, excepting that 

the points of the quill feathers are black; and so also is 

the tail. JI am sure you will say that the demoiselle is 

very prettily coloured. 

This bird is one of those that like change of air and 

scene. It travels to many countries, and it could tell us 

many interesting things, if only we were able to hold a 

conversation with it. Very few living specimens of the 

demoiselle have been brought either to England or to 

France ; but about a hundred years ago there were six in 

the collection at Versailles (near Paris) that had all been 

bred there, and were in capital health. 

They are very good-tempered, gentle birds, and always 

seem to bear captivity happily enough. When noticed and 

admired, they show that they are pleased by bowing and 

bending: sometimes they even take to dancing—after a 

style of their own, I need scarcely tell you. 

In its natural state the demoiselle chooses a damp, 

marshy place for a dwelling; and there it finds fish and 

insects when it chooses, though it prefers vegetable food to 

any other. 

When on its travels, this bird is never seen very far 

north ; it visits chiefly Constantinople and that part of 

Europe. Africa is really its native country, and there you 

may find it all along the shores of the Mediterranean Sea
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and the Atlantic from Egypt to Guinea; but it is most 

common about Tripoli. Travellers in the interior of the 

south of Africa have also seen the pretty bird there, par- 

ticularly near the Cape. 

When resting, the demoiselle droops its head and hides 

it under one of its wings. Among a band of them, one 

always keeps watch, and utters a ery of warning when any 

danger threatens. Two eggs are generally laid in the nest, 

on which the mother-bird sits with much patience; and 

by the time the little ones are able to fly, it is about the 

season for them to follow their parents to the warm south. 

If the demoiselle’s voice is heard much in the daytime, 

rainy weather may be expected. When it is more than 

usually loud, it is thought to be a sign of coming storms. 

If a group is seen flying quietly about in the early morn- 

ing, it is pretty sure that the day will be calm and fair; 

otherwise they keep on the ground, and do not use their 

wings even for a short flight. 

Some very handsome specimens of this bird were sent 

from Tripoli to the Zoological Society many years ago.



  

THE WHITE STORK. 

TuIs bird spends his winter in a warm climate, and passes 

the spring and summer in the cooler parts of Europe. 

The people of Holland are very glad to see this bird ; 

and as there is a saying that they bring good fortune to 

any one who entertains them as guests, men and women, as 

well as the rosy-faced Dutch children, put wooden boxes or 

frames outside the houses, or on the tops of the chimneys, 

hoping to persuade the stork to stay with them. 

The ancient Egyptians worshipped this bird as some- 

thing sacred, second only in their reverence to the ibis. 

One reason, perhaps, why the white stork is such a favourite 

is, that he destroys snakes, mice, rats, and other troublesome 

creatures. 

Before we find out any more as to his habits, please
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look at the picture and notice the long slender legs of this 

bird; his sharp bill, which is quite seven inches in length, 

and of an orange-red colour; and the black feathers of his 

wings, that are such a contrast to the snowy plumage of 

his body. When fully spread out, these wings of his 

measure quite eight feet across. 

The movements of the stork are slow, and he takes 

very long steps, as you may easily believe. In flying he 

looks awkward, for then the head and neck are extended 

forward, while the long legs stretch out behind him; but 

he cuts the air rapidly, and that, we must suppose, is the 

chief object of a bird when he takes wing. 

About the end of August the storks collect in com- 

panies, and seem to discuss their plans for the coming 

winter. At any rate they make a great fuss, and a loud 

clattering with their beaks, which serve them instead of 

voices. 

Hundreds of these birds meet thus together in one 

spot, coming from all the districts around ; and their “ par- 

liament,” or whatever we like to call it, lasts several days. 

_ At length their decision is made, and all the storks mount 

at once into the air, and are soon out of sight, because of 

the great height at which they fly. 

They return in much smaller bands when spring comes. 

The only storks that remain all the winter in the northern 

countries of Europe are those that are confined, or that 

have become so fond of their human friends as not to care
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any longer to follow the fashion of their family in a natural 

state. 

But even the storks which have not been made captives 

are very fond of being among men and women. ‘They 

choose such parts as are most frequented for building, and 

they will stalk along a crowded street without showing the 

least alarm. It is to be feared that a stork that came into 

London, or any other of our large cities, would fare very 

ill; but in Holland or in Germany you could not find the 

roughest street lad who would do harm to one of these 

sociable birds. Year after year the same storks come back 

to their old dwelling-places, and they are welcomed with 

delight. 

In the dikes and marshes of those countries that the 

white stork likes best there are plenty of small reptiles 

which serve him for food. He is very fond of frogs, and 

will stand on one leg in a thoughtful way for a long time, 

with his head resting on his shoulder, and his eyes steadily 

fixed upon the rushes and damp weeds among which he 

expects to find this dainty meal.



  

  

THE BLACK STORK. 

Now we have a stork that is not at all so friendly as the 

one of which we read last. Instead of making his home 

among men, he gets as far from them as he can. Rather 

than seek the black stork in cities, you must follow him to 

the banks of some lonely river, or to some lake which is 

not visited often by the human race. 

He always goes to the South for the winter; but when 

he returns in spring he chooses one of the most northern 

countries of Europe for his dwelling-place. The black 

storks are therefore almost unknown in Holland, and are 

much commoner in Sweden and Norway. Even as far off 

as in European Russia and Siberia there are a great many 

that settle in some solitary place, until the end of summer 

warns them to fly away to more genial regions.
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The black stork is not entirely of that hue which 

gives him his name. His head, neck, and upper feathers 

are of a deep and glossy black, but these colours are mingled 

with various shades of green and violet. Then the under 

surface of this stork’s body is covered with white plumage ; 

but the tail is quite black. 

He has extremely long wings, and they bear him up so 

high when he flies, that not even the longest-sighted pair 

of eyes that we could boast among us would be able to 

make out anything beyond a sort of speck in the sky. 

The mother-bird lays two buff-coloured eggs, and then 

sits patiently till they are hatched. Afterwards she brings 

lizards and little serpents to feed her young ones with ; 

and the male stork also helps in providing for the wants of 

his family. When the young stork is taking its first lessons 

in flying, the parents keep near—one on either side—to 

support it in the air and to give it courage. 

Sometimes the top of a tall pine tree is chosen as the 

site of the nest of this unsociable bird. There, at least, it 

is very sure that no human beings will come too near. 

Sticks, twigs, and reeds are the stork’s building materials ; 

and the inside of the nest is lined with moss, herbs, and 

little bits of down. 

The only noises these birds make are with their 

wings, and a sharp clattering with the bill. I must tell 

you that this sharp, strong weapon, which is seven 

or eight inches long, is never used by the stork to do
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any harm, not even when he is a prisoner, and has many 

a chance of giving a “peck” that would not be very soon 

forgotten. 

In some of the eastern parts of France, and also in 

Germany, black storks may be seen, in the most silent and 

deserted spots. They are never loved, like their white 

relation, about whose return the children sing as many 

songs as they do about the return of the swallow. Still, 

no one would kill or wound a black stork wantonly. 

Sometimes a flock of them, when flying towards the 

South, will stretch a half-mile in breadth, and will take two 

or three hours in passing by. 

The black stork is not so large as the white one, but 

there is no difference in their form. The young birds have 

rather a browner tinge on their feathers, and their bills do 

not show such an orange shade as the bills of the parents. 

 



  
THE MARABOUT STORK. 

You could never mistake this stork for our friend which 
is so well known in Europe. The picture shows you how 

unlike he is to his relative, even though he belongs to the 
same long-legged, long-billed family. In height he is about 
five feet, so he is a tall bird as he stands in a thoughtful 

attitude by the reeds and water-plants of one of his favourite 

marshy places. He would not like the driest, sunniest 

meadow you could find for him, nor stay upon any breezy
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hill-top that we should think a pleasant and healthy place 

for a dwelling. 

You will notice at once that he has no plumage about 

his dusky head, nor on the neck and the sort of pouch at 

the end of it. These last are of a pale flesh colour, but if 

the stork is excited they deepen to a red shade. Now, in the 

way of feathers, he has his back and wings clothed in black, 

about which there will be a tinge of dark green. But the 

longer feathers have no such shade, and are of a very deep 

black, with a few bands of white, which are broad or 

narrow, according to the age of the bird. The under parts 

are all of white, and these furnish the plumes for which 

the marabout stork is so much in favour. 

I fear that when there is a great demand for “ma- 

rabout feathers ” to deck the heads of ladies of fashion, it is 

the sentence of death for numbers of these quiet, gentle 

birds. 

Take another glance, if you please, at his large bill 

and his long black legs. Sometimes, though, these legs 

have rather a gray hue over them, because the stork shakes 

out from his wings a sort of white dust that falls over 

them. 

Every part of tropical Africa is a natural home to the 

marabout stork. Sometimes he is seen as far south as the 

Cape of Good Hope; but he is more commonly found about 

Senegal, and from there come most of the graceful plumes 

that people in Europe will give a good price for. There
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is one thing in which this bird is like the vulture. He 

will clear up all the dead birds and animals he may come 

upon; and this certainly makes the air more healthy for 

human beings, as well as the disappearance of the refuse 

heaps in the villages and towns for which the inhabitants 

may thank this stork. This will tell you that the bird has 

a large appetite, which he finds it hard. to satisfy, other- 

wise he would be too dainty to eat dirt and carrion, A 

little animal such as the rat he will swallow whole. To 

take it in a slower way would be, in his judgment, like 

“making two bites of a cherry,” as we sometimes say. 

But in regard to mankind the marabout stork is all 

peace and friendliness, so that when caught it is a very 

easy matter to make him tame, When they are at rest 

they usually stand on one leg, with the neck drawn close 

in, so that the bill falls on the breast. But there are times 

when they will sit on the ground with their long legs 

stretched out before them, and this has a very laughable 

effect. If something should happen to excite a marabout 

stork much he will draw himself up to his full height, 

lengthen out his neck, and appear to threaten to do some 

harm with his bill. It is not, however, a reason for alarm, 

because he has not the courage to try to do any; and 

even if such a thing was natural to him, he has no great 

strength in that large bill of his. 

A gentleman who had been travelling about in Africa 

lived some time in a part of the country where these ma-
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rabout storks were well known, and took a young one to 

bring up as a domestic animal. At dinner time this bird 

learned to take up his post behind his master’s chair, and 

he was always fed from such dishes as he best liked. 

The appetite of this stork led him to try to avoid the 

trial of long waiting. He would watch for a good chance 

of snatching at a dish as it passed him, and though the ser- 

vants were watchful he sometimes managed to succeed in 

his evil projects. At such times he would seize a whole 

fowl and swallow it in one mouthful without any uncom- 

fortable results. The same bird was in the habit of flying 

where he liked and roosting in the top of the tallest trees ; 

but from there he managed to see if anything to eat was 

being carried across the hall, and he would come down at 

once to try to get hold of it. 

 



  

THE COMMON HERON. 

WE will now, if you please, read about a bird that used to 

be very often seen in England. In those old days when 

hawking was the amusement of the nobles, the chase of 

the heron was thought the greatest exercise of skill; 

because its powerful wings raised it to such a height that 

even the cleverest falcon had some difficulty in coming up 

with it. Heronries were made then, where the birds were 

kept ready for this amusement; but I do not think one 

could be found at the present day. Even about a hundred 

years ago, it was said that only one heronry had been 

preserved in England. 

There are several different kinds of herons, but that 

of which you have the picture is, as its name tells you, the 

best known of all the group.
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It is not a heavy bird, and that is why it can fly so 
well. The weight of a full-grown common heron is seldom 
more than three and a half pounds, 

They are birds of passage, and may be seen, sometimes 
in Russia, sometimes in Poland, but oftener in Germany 
and Holland. They choose an oak or some such lofty tree 
in which to build; but they take care to dwell in the 
neighbourhood of some marsh or stream, where they find 
plenty of food. The nest is large, and twigs, herbs, and 
reeds are got together to form it, while inside it is warmly 
lined with feathers and bits of wool. Here the mother- 
bird lays three or four greenish-brown egos, about the size 
of a hen’s ego. On these she sits with patience, while the 
male bird flies about to find food. Falcons, martens, and 
weasels of all kinds will rob the heron’s nest if a chance 
come; even the raven will play the same shabby trick. 
When the young ones appear, both parents watch over 
them, and bring them fish to eat ; but as soon as they are 
strong enough to fly, they are driven away from the nest— 
as if Mr. and Mrs. Heron thought it high time for their 
sons and daughters to provide for themselves. 

About the middle of August the old birds desert their 
nest, and wander about from one stream to another, 
forming quite a band that will take flight for warmer lands 
as soon as the summer is quite over. With the first frost 
the herons disappear southward, taking to their wings by 
moonlight. 

(84) 6
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They stay away until the end of March, when ice and 

snow are no longer to be feared. If by chance any herons 

spend the winter in the northern countries of Europe, it is 

because the weather gives no sign of being very severe. 

The food of these birds is the fish they find in the 

running streams. Nothing could be greater than the 

patience with which the heron waits for its prey. Stand- - 

ing on one foot, with the head drooping on the breast, you 

might think the bird was asleep. Perhaps the poor little 

trouts do fancy this; for seeing that no notice is taken of 

them, they grow bold, and come too near. It is for such a 

moment that the heron has been waiting so quietly. Down 

goes its sharp-edged bill, and I need not tell you that the 

life of the venturesome fish comes to an end then and 

there. 

When fish is scarce, these birds eat frogs very will- 

ingly ; nor do they despise snails and worms, or the green 

duck-weed that you see so often floating on the surface of 

a stagnant pool. 

The general colour of the common heron is gray, with 

a tinge of blue. You may see by the picture that a crest 

of black feathers ornaments the back of the head, shading 

the neck. The quill feathers are black, and the under 

part of the plumage is pure white. Very little difference 

can be seen between the male and the female bird. The 

young ones have no crest at all, and their backs and wings 

are of a darker gray.



THE COMMON HERON, 83 

You cannot look at the heron without noticing what a 
very long bill he has, so that fishing is an easy task for 
him; or that his legs are slender and his toes long. I 
must not forget to tell you something about the bird’s 
throat, while we are thinking of his personal appearance. 
It might be made of elastic, from the way in which it can 
expand. If the heron has caught a fish which you would 
say was big enough to choke him, it does not matter ; 
this convenient throat stretches out in a fan-like shape, 
and down goes the choice dainty as nicely as possible. 

There is a handsome member of the heron family that 
belongs only to America, and is of a spotless white hue. 
The habits and character of this kind are much the same 
as in our common heron of Europe. 

 



  

THE TIGER BITTERN. 

WE will now make the acquaintance of a bird that is a 

distant relation of the heron. 

He is one of the long-billed kind that are so clever in 

catching the creeping, crawling things which abound in 

damp and marshy places. You will see in this picture of 

the bittern that his toes are long and slender, his legs not 

covered with plumage, and that there is a space near the 

eyes without any sign of feathers. In all these respects 

you may trace a likeness to the herons, which are better 

known among us. 

There is a European bittern, but the one of which we 

are speaking here is a native of Guiana.



THE TIGER BITTERN. 85 

When his neck is drawn out to its full extent he 
measures altogether about two feet and a half long. To 
look at him in his picture this tiger bittern has rather a 
round, plump form, because for a bird of his class the neck 
and legs are short in comparison with others. 

On the upper part of his plumage are various shades 
of brown, and they are crossed by bars of black, 

The ground of head and neck is of the lightest shade, 
and. the black markings might be better called spots than 
bars. On the under surface of this bittern’s plumage the 
brown hue is as light as it can be, so that on the throat it 
becomes nearly white; but still it is crossed like the other 
parts with numerous little black bars. So you could not 
reckon him among the bright-liveried birds; his dress is 
of sober tints, which would not attract the eye of any one 
passing carelessly by his haunts. 

Very likely his want of beauty is often the safeguard 
of his life and liberty. He would be more often made a 
mark for the sportsman or the victim of some snare if he 
could boast a brilliant plumage, a sweet voice, or some very 
interesting and clever ways that would be amusing to 
watch in a state of captivity. His custom is to stand, like 
the herons, with his eyes fixed on the water or on the 
places near where he knows the frogs and insects are lurk- 
ing, which he hopes by patience and perseverance to make 
his repast. But he does not stand in the one-legged 
fashion of the herons; or at any rate if he does, it is not a
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common habit which we see him indulging in. During the 

dry seasons of Guiana the tiger bittern finds his prey 

among the high-growing grass on the banks of the rivers, 

and there he will watch for any length of time until some 

lizard or small snake or such like reptile presents itself 

within easy distance. He keeps up a melancholy, absent 

sort of air, as if he had no thought of catching anything ;. 

indeed, his expression would seem to say that nothing was 

further from his thoughts. This is a clever trick on Mr. 

Bittern’s part, because if he showed himself too lively and 

active the frogs would not come leaping his way, and the 

lizards would glide from him instead of drawing near. He 

will even see his prey and feign to take no notice, and so 

the victory is easier, because these small creeping and 

hopping live things fancy they are unseen or forgotten. 

Little do they know how good a memory and how 

strong an eyesight this quiet brown bird possesses. The 

right moment comes, and quick as thought he has snapped 

out what he wants and swallowed it like a pill. 

The female bittern builds her nest on the ground, and 

there lays seven or eight eggs, which in due time give her 

a nice little family of soft downy young ones. In cap- 

tivity this tiger bittern does not become sociable and tame; 

for we read of one that even after two years disliked all 

-notice, and would hide in corners and assume an angry and 

threatening air when his owner drew near. Another is 

told of that was kept in his own country in a state of
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captivity. His constant amusement was watching for rats, 

which he caught with great skill; and as they happened 

to infest the place, the bittern was more clever in the 

work of putting an end to the nuisance than any cat would 

have been. 

 



  

THE WHITE SPOONBILL. 

THERE is no need for any one to ask how this bird comes 
by his name. One glance at the spoon-shaped bill will be 
enough. In other ways he is a good deal like both the 
storks and the herons of which we have heard. His food 
is the same; but it is said that when the spoonbill is very 
much pressed by hunger, and cannot find the small fish and 
insects he likes best, there is scarcely anything that he will 
refuse. 

In plumage the bird is entirely white, except a band of 
buff-coloured feathers in front~of the neck, which passes 
upwards on either side like a narrow stripe. Look now at 
the picture, and notice the crest falling so gracefully back- 
wards. The beak is black, except at the rounded part, 

and the long legs as well as the feet are black also. The
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female bird is always smaller than the male; but there is 

no other difference between them. 

If you were to see a little spoonbill, you would not 
admire him so much as you would his father and mother. 

He has no beautiful plume on his head, and no buff ring 
about his neck; and his general colour is a dingy white, 
with black quill feathers. 

The spoonbill likes Holland very much for his summer 
quarters ; but when the cold season draws near, he wings 
his flight to sunny Italy, or even as far south as to Africa. 
You would never meet with these birds in inland countries 
unless water were near; they choose the coast. Now and 
then a spoonbill has been seen in England in its wild state; 
but this has happened so rarely of late years, that you 

must only expect to find him tamed and imprisoned at the 

Zoological Gardens. 

The nest is made either among the branches of some 
tall tree on a river’s bank, or else among reeds or bushes. 
There, three or four whitish eggs are laid, from which in 
due time the little birds will come forth. 

The spoonbill is one of those birds that have no voice. 
He cannot utter a note; and all he is able to do in the way 

of making a noise is to clatter and snap with his bill. 
This is a way he has of showing when he is angry or 
frightened. 

In size the spoonbill is smaller than the wild goose; > 

his length from the beak to the tip of the tail is not more
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than two feet and some six or eight inches. When the 

wings are fully spread, the width of the bird is about four 

feet. 

They are very sociable birds, always being seen in 

company, especially when about to set forth on one of their 

journeys. Instead of hiding in lonely places, they show a 

liking for being within easy reach of the dwellings of men ; 

though they do not, like the stork, walk in the streets, or 

make a home upon the house-roofs. When at rest, or 

waiting to secure the fish they like, the spoonbills usually 

stand on one leg. All their movements are slow except 

when they are on the wing, and then they move very 

quickly through the air. 

Perhaps because they have no song, and ‘are So very 

quiet and harmless, we think of the spoonbills as melan- 

choly sort of birds. Though they show no discontent when 

kept confined, there is no liveliness in them; and thus they 

do not win so much favour as birds that please the ear 

with their voices, or charm the eye with richly-coloured 

plumage.
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THE SCARLET IBIS. 

WE will now read about one of the most splendidly coloured 

birds that can be found. It comes from the south of 

America, and may be seen on the banks of the large rivers 

there, gathered in companies, and feeding on insects, shrimps, 

and the smaller kinds of fish. During the heat of the day 

and throughout the night this ibis conceals itself in the 

depths of the forest; it is only at sunrise and towards sun- 

set that it comes out in search of food. 

You will see by the picture of this bird that it has 

some likeness to the tribe of storks. For many years it 

was mistaken for a new variety of stork; but at length 

scholars discovered that it was of a different family.
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In very ancient times the ibis was worshipped by the 
Egyptians as a sacred bird: for century after century it 
was the object of their deepest devotion, and they cut 
figures of it on their monuments. Then it seemed to dis- 
appear from the world’s knowledge, until a British traveller 
pointed out the fact that the figures engraved by those 
ancient people, and a living bird still commonly seen on the 
banks of the river Nile, were all the same ibis. 

When found in the Old or the New World, this class 
of birds may be known by a long bill, by wings that are 
not very large, and by the head being little feathered ; 
sometimes the neck also is almost bare of plumage. 

The scarlet ibis is entirely of the colour by which it is 
known, excepting the tips of its wing feathers, which are 
black. Its legs are covered with scales, and are pale red- 
brown in colour, like the bill and the feet. 

When the young birds first come forth from the nest, 
which the mother has carefully hidden in the thicket, they 
are covered with black down. After a short time this 
changes from black to ash-colour, and at last it becomes 
nearly white; by which time the little ibis is of an age to 
fly. When the second moulting season is over, the bird 
gets a slight tinge of red upon his soft back, which quickly 
Spreads over the sides and the under parts of the body. 
As he grows older, his bright colour deepens; and when 
full grown, he is of as brilliant a scarlet as you could ask 
to see,
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If the scarlet ibis were not so delicate a bird, there is 

no doubt that he would be more commonly seen in our 

country: his beautiful plumage would make him a hand- 

some ornament, and all lovers of feathered things would be 

proud to own him and see him showing off his brilliant 

colouring on our green lawns. But England has not the 

climate to suit a bird whose native home is under a tropical 

sky, and very few of the ibis family are preserved among us. 

It is said that he would make more savoury eating 

than any fowls in our poultry-yards; but it is very certain 

that we shall never get a chance of tasting his flesh, be- 

cause of his rarity; and I daresay few of us would wish 

to have an ibis served for our dinner. 

When taken as a young bird, he soon loses his wildness 

and fear, and does not seem to fret over his loss of freedom. 

 



  

THE PELICAN. 

A FABLE has been told about this bird. People hav: ejdaid 

that he feeds his young ones with his own blood ; tice 

is no truth in the tale. Underneath the pelican's 8 there 

is a bag or pouch into which he drops some of the fishes, 

  

he has caught, and so he carries them to his family. The* 

tip of his bill is as red as blood; and when he presses this 

against his breast, and so forces the fish out of the pouch 

into the open mouths of the little ones, it has been imagined 

that he has drawn blood from himself for their nourish- 

ment. When the female is sitting on her eggs, the male
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_ bird carries food to her in the same way ; and both parents 

do this for their young. 

You see by the picture that the pelican’s plumage is of 

snowy whiteness; but the quill feathers are black, though 

you could not see them unless the wings were spread for 

flying. » As*the bird grows old, he gets.a slight tinge of 

flesh colour; and when he is of a great age this is mingled 

with a very pale yellow. On the head and the neck there 

is nothing more than,a thick, short down, which gradually 

Seine a kind of tuft behind. The 

young pelicans have grayish feathers on their backs and 

passes into feathers, 

wings, their necks are: of a tinge of ash-colour, and under- 

neath they are a dingy white. Sometimes birds at this 

age have “been brought home by travellers under the idea 

that they were of a different kind from the common pelican; 

but” ‘when the feathers have begun to change, and when 

they tive become all snowy white, the mistake has been 

found” out, of course. 

  

Ka fall-grown pelican is one of the largest specimens of 

that class ‘of birds. He will measure about five feet from 

Sthe tip of his long bill to his tail, and nearly ten feet across     ‘when he spreads out his wings. There is not much strength 
‘in his bill, yet he fishes very cleverly. He does not swallow 

his prey at once, but dropping it into the pouch of which 
you have already heard, he goes off ‘to some rock (when he 
has found enough to satisfy his appetite) and there makes 
his meal ; which, I can assure you, is a very large one. To
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let. you know the size of this pouch that lies beneath the 

pelican’s bill, I may say that it would hold two or three - 

gallons of water ; so you may suppose that a great many 

fish can be stowed away in it, either. for the bird or for his 

young ones in the nest. These nests are built among the 

rocks on the shore of the sea, or by the edge of lakes and 

large rivers. . : 

It is in America that the largest number of these 

white birds may be.seen, wading in the water where 

fish is plentiful, either about the rising or the setting of 

the sun. 

The mother pelican does not make much preparation 

for her little ones; she drops her eggs into some crevice in 

the rock, or some hole on the river’s bank, and hatches 

them there. 

These birds can be made very tame, and they. do not 

seem unhappy when they have lost their freedom. 

The Indians of the North American wilds have taught 

them to go out in the morning and fish, and to bring home 

what they catch. The master then makes the pelican give 

up the contents of its bag; but a fair share is returned to 

it for its own eating. 

The sparkling eyes of these birds, as well as their 

orange-coloured bills and snowy feathers, are very much 

admired.



  

THE WILD SWAN. 

As you look at the picture of the wild swan, you will say 
that he is very much like those you see so often living 
near us in a tame state; yet there are some points in which 
the two kinds differ, and we will now find out what these 
are. ; 

The tame swan has eleven ribs, and the wild bird has 
twelve ; and that proves them to be distinct. They differ 
from each other also in the colour of their bills—that of 
the wild swan is black, while the bill of the tame bird is 
of an.orange colour. Then the windpipe in the tame 
swan passes directly from the neck to the chest; while 
in the wild swan it is curved in a very strange way, 

(s4) 7
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which causes him to produce those sounds that have led 

to the fanciful idea that he sings just before he is about 

to die. 

This is now believed to be a mere fable, by all who 

have had a chance of watching the bird’s habits. In 

olden times, a great deal was written about the beautiful 

voice of the dying swan; so that it has become quite a 

habit to say of any great poem or other work of genius 

which is the last before its author’s death: “It was the 

song of the swan.” 

If any one lingers rather late on a fine summer evening 

in the Zoological Gardens, he may very likely hear the 

sounds which the wild swans that live as captives there 

are able to make. Some have said they are like the sounds 

of the French horn; others compare them to the noise of 

two small trumpets such as children use for toys. In 

either case we do not get the idea of any very lovely 

melody. 

You will notice by his portrait that the wild swan does 

not hold his long neck in a very graceful way. It is gen- 

erally stretched upwards, and thus looks rather out of 

proportion. The plumage is as white as that of the tame 

bird, but it has here and there a slight tinge of yellowish 

gray. 

The young ones are of a dusky gray colour during 

the first months of life; but they change for the better 

in the second year, so passing gradually into the beauty



THE WILD SWAN. 99 

of their snow-white feathers, for which they are so much 

admired. 

The wild swans can fly very swiftly, and so it is very 

difficult to shoot one as a flock sails by. In a brisk gale 

they travel at the rate of about one hundred miles an hour ; 

but when the wind is against them, their progress is slower, 

and that is the time when a shot from a gun is likely to 

bring one or two down. 

In those countries where they are most common they 

are sought for their flesh, which when roasted is said to be 

very good. Their quill feathers and their down also make 

these birds valuable prizes. 

You might find the wild swan in nearly all parts of 

the northern hemisphere. He passes as far north as to 

Iceland and Kamtchatka in the Old World, and he flies 

about Hudson Bay in America during the summer months. 

In winter he wings his way to the south of Europe, and 

even goes to Egypt and Barbary in search of sunshine and 

a pleasant climate. 

The wild swans are the first of all water-fowl to appear 

again in the regions of Hudson Bay, sometimes arriving 

while the rivers are still frozen. At such times they keep 

near the falls and rapids, and it is then easy for the Indians 

to shoot great numbers of them. At the season when they 

cast their feathers (which we call moulting) the natives 

give them chase; but even then, though less active, they 

can skim along the surface of the water very rapidly.
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They are hunted at the moulting-time in Iceland also, 

dogs and horses being used in the pursuit. The wild 

swans are fleeter than any horse; but the dogs manage 

to gain on them, and seizing them by the neck drag 

them to the ground, and then the men dismount and do 

the rest. 

The female bird generally lays from five to seven eggs 

in the nest she has made on some little island of a lake or 

a river. These eggs are of a greenish white, and are so 

large that a hungry man might well be satisfied with such 

a meal as he would make on one of them. 

If two male birds happen to disagree, they fight savagely 

with each other. Such a combat is likely to last a whole 

day, and almost always ends in the death of the one or the 

other. 

When caught and kept in a captive state, these birds 

submit easily, and appear contented and happy; but as 

they are less graceful in their movements, they will never 

be thought so ornamental as the beautiful tame swan. 

 



      

    
  

  

          
  

  

  

THE TAME SWAN. 

WE come now to the handsomest of all our swimming 

birds. The swan looks very noble and graceful on a lake 

or a piece of ornamental water; and I daresay there is not 

one of us who has not admired him and fed him at some 

time in our lives. 

The wild swan is found in most of the eastern coun- 

tries of Europe, but is commonest of all in Siberia. The 

tame swan of our picture may be seen in any of the coun- 

tries of the northern hemisphere. 

Without looking at his portrait, you know this bird by 

his very long, arching neck ; but I will ask you to take a 

glance and notice his straight, broad bill, his short legs, and 

his feet, which are divided into four toes.
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How surprised we should be now-a-days if a swan 

were to be served up for our dinner ; yet in former times this 

was the chief dish at any great banquet. In the reigns of 

Edward the Fourth and Henry the Seventh, there was a 

law in England by which any one who took the eggs of the 

swan, or who wantonly destroyed such a valuable bird, was 

punished. " 

The chief food of the swan consists of the water plants 

and the roots that are easily reached with its long, grace- 

ful neck. These birds devour all kinds of insects, and 

also frogs. It is said that they take fishes also; but this 

is denied by some writers, because they think that if it 

were so the fish in the ponds whereon the swan lives 

would be much more scarce than they are. 

When first hatched, the little bird (which we call a 

cygnet) is dusky gray, and has a leaden-coloured bill and 

legs. In the second year the plumage grows lighter, and 

the bill and the legs are pale yellow. In the third year 

the young thing turns into a lovely snow-white swan, 

as handsome as his parents, and with the same black 

legs. 

Thirty years is the usual length of life in these beauti- 

ful birds; but stories have been told of them reaching a 

much greater age. It is not certain that such accounts 

should be believed. The weight of a fine swan is from 

twenty to twenty-five pounds. The female is smaller 

than the male, and her neck is a trifle more slender.
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She builds on the banks of the river or the lake which 

is her home, making a rough sort of nest out of twigs and 

reeds, but taking care that the inside is warmly lined with 

a coating of her own breast-feathers. Here six or eight 

gray eggs are laid, and in five weeks later the young birds 

ave hatched. ‘For a fortnight or so the parents give them 

a course of swimming lessons, bearing the little creatures 

on their own backs or sheltering them under their great 

warm wings. 

The swan never attempts to injure the smaller birds 

(such as the duck) that swim near him; but he would be 

very angry with another swan if it ventured to disturb 

his nest, and a fight might follow which would last until 

the one or the other was killed. 

Excepting in such a case, these beautiful white birds 

are gentle enough, and quite merit the favour in which we 

hold them. 

 



  

THE CEREOPSIS. 

Now, by way of a change, let me tell you of a bird which 
T expect you do not know very well by name. The picture 
will show you that the cereopsis is somewhat of the same 
form as.a goose, except that his legs are a little longer, and 
so is his bill. 

About a hundred years ago all the travellers who went 
to visit and make discoveries in Australia, wrote or 

talked about this bird, which they found in large numbers 
upon the sea-coast. Some called it a variety of the well- 

known goose; others said it must be some smaller kind of 

swan than had before been noticed; and there were many 

who felt quite puzzled as to what name they ought to give
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“it. Since those days it has been proved a swimming bird, 

called the cereopsis, of which several stuffed specimens have 

long been preserved in the large collections of Europe. 

During the reign of our last King of England four of the 

living Australian cereopsis were kept at Windsor, and 

they thrived well. They had several broods of young ones, 

and as those were given away, and had in their turn nest- 

lings of their own, the cereopsis has found a place in the 

Gardens at Regent’s Park, and in other exhibitions of birds 

shown in large cities such as Paris. 

Thus people know more now of this native of Aus- 

tralia than when it was first found in its wild state. 

Upon the top of his head this bird has a broad patch 

of dull white plumage. He is not one of the smart 

feathered tribe, for all the rest of his body is clothed 

with rather dingy gray plumage, deeper in shade on the 

upper parts, and marked about the tail and wings with 

round spots. 

The quill feathers of both tail and wings are entirely 

black. The bill, though yellow, has a black tip, the legs 

are of an orange-red shade, and the feet, as well as a streak 

up the leg, are black. I think now I have told you all the 

colours that a cereopsis has about him, and you will agree 

that he must be of more use than ornament. 

We never think the goose a sociable bird; he does not 

grow fond of man, and mostly tries to keep us all at a 

distance. ,
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In this respect the cereopsis is not like his European 

cousin. He is not in the least shy, and will draw close to 

a stranger without showing any fear lest harm to himself 

may be the unhappy result of his trustfulness. 

‘When I say this, I am speaking of the natural habit 

of the cereopsis. Like all other birds he loses his confidence 

after he has seen that it does not answer well. 

At the first they were easily caught by the hand on 

account of their friendly feelings to mankind. But those 

that remained had the sense to see the mistake which other 

members of their family had fallen into; so now they take 

to flight, and are not secured without a good deal of patience 

and. trouble. 

The sailors who land on the Australian coast get many 

a savoury dinner off the flesh of the cereopsis; indeed they 

eat scarcely anything else in the form of meat while they _ 

stay there. They employ a good deal of time in chasing the 

birds and knocking them down with sticks, so that many 

may be caught alive and fed up until needed for cooking 

purposes. Doubtless, after a voyage, anything savoury tastes 

' particularly good; but the likeness of the cereopsis of Aus- 

tralia to an English goose helps us to believe that one of 

these birds makes a very excellent dinner. We are told 

that its flesh is better flavoured and more delicate than 

that of our goose. 

It is but seldom that the cereopsis:| leaves the coast to 

wander among the woods of the interior country. He makes
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his dwelling in the grass on the shore, and rarely takes a 

swimming excursion. As his food is grass, or the insects 

he finds amongst it, he cannot well choose a more conveni- 

ent home, and there he grows and fattens until he reaches 

about the weight of nine or ten pounds. What voice he 

has is deep and hoarse, so that no one could be anxious to 

hear it too often. 

 



  

THE SUMMER DUCK. 

WE have here a duck that comes to us from the American 

continent, and it is one of the most handsome birds of its 

family. 

It is well known in the United States, and is just as 

plentiful in Mexico and in some of the West India islands. 

It came by its name, swmmer duck, because it generally 

goes off southwards at the beginning of winter, and returns 

to spend the sunimer season in the north. Sometimes it 

happens that these birds remain in the south of America 

all the year; but generally they find it warmer than they 

care about. : 

You would rarely see one of these ducks upon the sea- 

coast ; its favourite dwelling is by a pond or muddy creek. 

Look, if you please, at the picture, and then say if the
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summer duck has not a right to be admired. We will 

speak first of the colours of the male bird, for he is rather 

more handsome than his mate. The upper part of the 

head is covered with dark-green plumage, with the feathers 

of the crest ending in a rich tint of violet. There are 

white feathers that’ take the form of curved lines above 

and beneath the eye, and there is white also to contrast 

with the violet of the sides of the duck’s neck. His breast 

is of a deep brown, with little spots of white that gradu- 

ally grow larger until they spread into the general white 

of the under parts. The back and tail are dark, with 

a gloss of green on them; and on the wings there are 

mingled shades of blue, violet, and green. The sides of 

‘Mister Duck’s body are of a drab colour, marked with 

_ little wavy black lines; and just beneath the wings there 

are broad bands of black and white. The bill is red, and 

the legs and feet are of a reddish yellow. 

The female bird has not that fine black pencilling on 

her sides. The neck and sides of her head are drab; her 

breast is dusky, with large three-cornered spots of 

white; and her back is glossy brown, with many shades 

and gleams of green and gold among the feathers. The 

crown of her head is deep purple, the throat is white, and 

there is a bar of white near the eye. I am sure you will 

admit that we cannot boast so smart a pair of ducks 

among those that are natives of England. 

In size they are about nineteen inches long, and rather
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less than two feet and a half in width when the wings are 

spread. They can fly both fast and well if they wish to _ 

do it, but they walk about still more easily. Unless some 

one is chasing them they do not often dive under water. 

For food these summer ducks are not very particular ; 

no one could call them dainty. Water-plants and seeds 

content them if they see nothing else to be had; insects 

they find extremely pleasant eating, while fishes and reptiles 

are better still,. Ducks of all kinds are thought rather 

greedy; they devour what comes in their way, as if it were 

a hard matter to get enough to satisfy their large appetites. 

In this respect the American summer duck is much like 

his European relations. 

If she is not disturbed, the mother-bird will build her 

nest in the same spot for several years running. She will 

get together a few sticks, laying them between the forked 

branches of a tree, or sometimes she finds a hollow in the 

trunk, and this pleases her still better. A good many eggs 

are to be found in a nest; most likely twelve or thirteen. 

They are not so large as those of a hen. They are very 

smooth and shining, and of a yellowish colour. For about 

twenty-three days the patient bird sits quietly on her nest, 

then the little downy ducklings break the shell, and are 

led by their proud mother to the water when they are a 

day old. , 

This kind of American bird is not commonly seen in 

great numbers. It is usual to find them in pairs, or else
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about four together. They are very quickly tamed, and 

will then let themselves be stroked and fondled. 

Their flesh is good to eat, but not of such a pleasant 

flavour as the flesh of commoner ducks. 

When they come to England we do not want to eat 

them ; their beauty is what they are prized for, and people 

are proud to show such ornamental birds as their own. 

 



  

THE CRESTED CURASSOIW. 

Many a South American traveller, while wandering among 
some of the thick woods of Guiana, has been delighted to 
find how many of the curassows are quietly looking down 
at him from the branches above his head. They are so 
tame and unsuspicious of any harm from man that they 
never think of hiding; so as it is easy to get a shot at two or 

three, and as the flesh is very good to eat, a hungry person 

with a gun in hand would not be likely to pass them by. 

Now please look atthe picture and mark the crest of this 

curassow. It is between two and three inches in length, 

and covers all the upper part of the head. It is curly, as 

soft as velvet, and can be raised or lowered as the bird 

wills. The entire plumage of head, crest, neck, back, 

wings, and the upper part of the tail is deeply black, with
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a slight gloss of green upon it. The lower feathers of the 

tail and the under parts are a dull shade of white. 

This is one of the birds that love to perch on high trees 

and build their nests there. Small boughs are got together 

by the hen curassow, and the stalks of grasses are twined 

and laced in and out of these to keep them together. 

Next, some leaves must be found for a lining; and then all 

is ready for the eggs, which will be five or six in number, 

and of about the size of the eggs of a turkey, though as 

white as those of a hen, and with a much thicker shell. 

Although I have told you how free these birds are from 

fear of us when they are living in a natural state in the 

deep forests, you must know that those which live nearer 

inhabited places have not the same confidence. 

Perhaps by watching the doings of human beings they 

learn to be sharp and shrewd, for they begin to look out 

for the hunters, and escape when it is possible. They are 

very friendly among themselves, and always live in flocks. 

Though as large as our European turkey, these. curassows 

are not inclined to quarrelling and fighting as he is. 

Being so large and of such a good flavour when cooked, 

there are many parts of South America where these birds 

have been tamed so as to become domesticated like ducks, 

fowls, and other poultry. If they were equally common in 

England we would find them more savoury and delicate 

eating than even the pheasants that are in such high favour 

with us. 

(84) 8
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There is but a very slight difference in the male and 

female curassows. The little ones have rather a browner 

tinge upon their feathers. 

When first hatched, their food is worms and insects ; 

but they very soon begin to eat berries and vegetable 

substances. If brought to our country they bear the 

change of climate well, so they are not among the deli- 

cate sort of birds that it is so difficult to keep alive and 

healthy. 

One of this curassow family has a red knot above and 

two beneath his beak, but otherwise he is very much like 

the one of which you have the picture, having the same 

crest and glossy black plumage. 

There is another kind that has deep chestnut-brown 

feathers on his body and small white ones tipped with 

black upon his head and neck. Still another of them may 

be seen that has a hard bony substance above his bill 

which is rather the shape of a pear and stands up quite 

two inches, This bird comes from Mexico, and lives there 

in very large bands. 

Lastly, there is a razor-billed curassow, but few indeed 

of these, compared with the rest of the family, have been 

brought to Europe. 

He is a very handsome and elegant bird, domesticated 

in Brazil, and on his black feathers there is a beautiful 

shade of violet in place of the usual greenish tinge. 

The ways and habits of all these varieties are so much
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like those of the crested curassow that it is not needful to 

talk about them separately. 

All are large and handsome, and very peaceable and 

mild in character. Many years ago there were numbers of 

these crested curassows taken to Holland, where the people 

hoped to make them at home. But the place where the 

rearing of young ones was carried on came to an end, and 

I do not know that the scheme has been tried again. 
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THE GUAN. 

We have here a bird that is somewhat like the curassows 
of which you have just been reading. 

In a wild state the guan inhabits Guiana and Brazil, 
and may also be found somewhat further north. You may 
see by the picture that the bill is not so deep as that of the 
curassow, and that the skin of the throat is not covered 
with any plumage and may be stretched out a good deal 
at will. When he has quite attained full growth the guan 
is about thirty inches in length, but of course the tail 
forms part of this measurement. 

All the upper surface of the body is dusky black or 
bronze colour, with a beautiful gloss of green which becomes 
olive colour in certain lights. On the back of the head the 
feathers are long and make a thick tufted crest. Accord-
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ing to the temper and feelings of the bird, this crest may 

be either lowered or raised. In anger or excitement the 

crest generally stands erect in all those of the feathered tribe 

that have this ornament, while when they are calm and well 

pleased it lies flat upon the head. In noticing the guan’s col- 

ouring you find that there are marks of white about his neck 

and breast, because each feather has a white edge. The same 

marks are about the under parts, but there are tints of 

dull red among the lower feathers of the tail. The cheeks 

are covered with a sort. of purple skin, but the elastic fold 

already spoken of beneath the throat is of the brightest 

scarlet shade you could see. The female guan is much 

like her mate, excepting that there is a slight tinge of red 

over the whole of her plumage. She also has this power 

of stretching out or drawing in the little bag at the throat, 

and what she does in this way depends upon whether she 

is quiet or excited. 

In manners the guans and curassows are much like 

each other. Both birds could be easily made into domes- 

tic fowls, for they are tamed with ease; yet there have 

been many more curassows than guans brought over from 

their South American home to Europe, though I am not 

able to tell you why one has been sought more than the 

other bird. Their chief food is fruit and the different seeds 

they find. They usually eat on the ground, flying off when 

their repast is finished to the highest trees within reach. 

The nest of the guan is always built among the topmost
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branches, and three or four eggs are laid within. it, from 

which in due time the little ones appear. It would not be 

possible for these birds to soar up into the air like the 

great powerful eagles, or even after the fashion of the active 

larks. Their wings are short, so their flight is heavy, and - 

all they can well manage is to reach the tree tops and 

there be satisfied to stay for the chief part of their lives. 

Those persons who have eaten roasted guan speak of 

it as a most excellent dish, which no one tasting it could 

help wishing to have some again. Some of these birds 

were captured and borne off a good many years ago to 

Utrecht. They were very soon reconciled to live like cocks 

and hens and other poultry. They laid their eggs and 

hatched their little ones, and with proper care were kept in 

very good condition. 

In Brazil these birds are chiefly known by the name of 

“yacon,” which has been given them because the sound they 

make is rather like that word. But you must not suppose 

they have sweet and pleasant voices, or you will be making 

a great mistake, If noise is wished for, the guan can make 

plenty, for the travellers in that part of the world say that 

the woods re-echo with his clamour; but it is hoarse and 

disagreeable to the ear, so that if many were collected 

together it would be almost unbearable. 7 

It is not very often that they are found in large bands. 

Each guan pairs with a companion, and does not seem to 

get weary of a mate and seek a second; and a few of these
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couples will live amongst the same group of trees in a 

kindly, friendly fashion. 

I must not forget to tell you that the tail of this bird 

can be stretched out in the form of a fan, and when he 

wants to mount to his home in the trees he spreads his 

feathers thus, or he could scarcely manage to reach the 

height. 

 



  

THE WILD TURKEY. 

WE who only know the turkey as a British domesticated 
bird have no idea what a handsome fellow he is in his 
natural state. 

America is his native country, and though there are 
not so many wild turkeys as in bygone times, they may 
still be found in large numbers in certain regions. 

Our picture shows you that this bird has rather a 
small head as compared with the size of the body, and it 
is covered with a bluish skin quite without plumage. 

On the under part of the neck this skin extends down- 
wards in the form of large wattles. Just at the base of 
the bill there is a little growth of flesh, with a few black
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hairs at the tip. This is elastic, and will lengthen out 

until the bill is quite covered with it. If the turkey gets 

very angry or excited this always happens, but when he is 

calm this little fleshy bag looks as you see in his portrait. 

On the lower part of the neck please notice a tuft of 

stiff black hair that’is several inches in length and separate 

from the plumage of the bird’s breast. The beautiful 

changing hues of the turkey are due to the three divisions 

of each of the feathers of his body. Close to the skin they 

are downy and dusky in shade; then there comes a band 

which is bronze, purple, and violet, according to the light 

that falls on it; and, lastly, the tip is like black velvet for 

colour and softness. 

The wings are not very long, and they have white and 

yellowish marks here and there. The tail is about fifteen 

inches long, and opens out into the shape of a lady’s fan. 

In shade it is brown, mixed with black, and crossed by 

numberless little lines. Near the tip there is a broad 

black band. 

The female bird is not so large as her mate; she has 

no blunt spurs like he has to fight with, and her bill and 

legs are not so strong. Instead of a bare head and neck 

she can show a little plumage there, but it is of a dull gray 

colour that is not very pretty. Nor is her back so hand- 

some as that of the male turkey. There is a good deal of 

gray about it, and all the tints are duller. 

Many wonderful stories are told of the weight of these
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wild turkeys. Sixty pounds is spoken of as quite a com- 
mon weight; but those writers who may best be trusted 
seem to think that twenty pounds is about what a male 
bird will weigh, unless he is unusually large. 

These turkeys like a change of food. They will eat 
fruit, grass, and all sorts of berries; but they also have a 
wonderful taste for beetles, tadpoles, and young frogs, nor 
are they likely to turn away from a tempting-looking 
little lizard. The pecan-nut which they find in their native 
haunts is in great favour with them, too; but acorns are 
still better, and when these are plentiful the wild turkeys 

get fat very quickly. About the month of October great 
numbers of these big black birds come to those parts where 
there is a good crop of acorns, the males keeping together, 
and the females moving about with their young ones. If 
they all mixed together, the quarrelsome male turkey 
would attack and kill the little ones, so the mother keeps 
them well out of his way. 

But they all travel in the same direction, and when 

they arrive at the side of some river they generally take 
a day's rest, “gobbling” and strutting about upon the 
grass. When quite ready to make a fresh start they 
mount to the top of the highest trees and, at a sign from 
their leader, spread their wings and fly over to the opposite 
bank. 

The nest where the mother-bird lays her eggs is made 
of only a few dry leaves dropped upon some dry ridge of
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ground, under a hedge, or in the fallen top of some dead 

tree. She begins to look about for a nice safe place 

towards the end of April, for she has to be watchful lest 

the crow’s sharp eyes may find the home chosen for her 

little ones, he being very fond of turkey’s eggs. , 

There are generally about fifteen of these white eggs 

with their red-brown spots laid, when the mother takes up 

her sitting, and it will not be a small alarm that drives 

her away. Sometimes two or three female birds make one 

nest do between them, and rear their young together. 

On first peeping from the shell the little turkeys are 

covered with a very soft down, but this is not thick enough 

to shield them from rain, so in a very wet season they 

often die. At about a fortnight old these little birds can 

“follow their mother to some low branch of a tree, where 

they nestle under her wings as they have before done on 

the ground. Very soon they are strong enough to seek 

berries for themselves, and they grow so fast that by the 

month of August they can run with other broods of young 

ones about the forests, flying up into the trees if any wolf 

or fox draws near. It is from these animals, and from the 

eagles, the owls, and the hawks, that the little wild turkeys 

have the most to fear. It is far easier for them to run 

away from the men who want to catch them. 

It is supposed to be the Spaniards who first brought 

turkeys from the New World to Europe. It was not long 

before the useful birds became known in England, about
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the fifteenth year of Henry the Eighth’s reign. From that 
time the turkey became a favourite dish on festive days, 
and we keep up the usage of dining on him when Christ- 
mas comes round. 

 



  
THE JAVANESE PEA-FOWL. 

Amone all our bird-pictures we have had nothing smarter 

to show than this one. If the peacock looks so handsome 

here, and still more beautiful alive in our aviaries and 

collections, how much more splendid an appearance he 

makes in his natural home in Asia. There he struts 

proudly among the glades of the great forests, with the 

brilliant hues of his tail glittering in the full light of the 

tropical sun.
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The first peacocks that were brought to Europe came 
from the Hast Indies, and many are found upon the island 
of Ceylon. These birds are spoken of, too, in the early 
history of Greece, when a cock and a peahen were sold for 
about thirty pounds of our English money. 

Not only were they admired in those long-past. days 
for their beauty, but they were served up as a chief dish 
at the great banquets given in old Rome. Now-a-days, a 
peahen is sometimes seen on a grand occasion at some rich 
person’s table; but in the usual course we only find these 
birds kept for ornament. 

You have here the portrait of the peacock of Java, 
which has not been known from such an early date as the 
Indian bird. 

Not one has so long a crest as this Javanese specimen 
may boast of; and in colour it is’ of a changing blue and 
green like the head. 

The feathers of the neck and breast are broad, short, 
and rather rounded in shape, and are of the same brilliant 
tints as the head, with a bordering that is lighter and a 
little like bronze. There are wonderful shades of bronze 
and blue about the wings, and the tail feathers are of a 
rich brown changing into green, marked with that large 
spot by which even the youngest child would know the 
peacock from all other gay-plumaged birds. Have you 
looked at this spot and made out its colouring? The deep 
purple in the centre is about as large as a shilling, and
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this is surrounded by a band of green. Then comes a 

brownish band, and, last of all, a tiny black ring edged 

with bright chestnut. All these hues seem shifting and 

changing in a wonderful way as the light falls upon them. 

The hen-bird is quite plain by the side of her splendid 

mate, and need not be described here, because you are not 

looking at her picture. 

The young male-birds are not so brilliant as they will 

be when they grow older, nor have they the large spurs which 

we see on the peacock that has passed his earliest days. 

At night this bird will roost on the highest branches 

of the trees. If he is living in a domesticated state, he 

would be very well pleased to settle himself on the house- 

top for the night. But he is a very destructive creature, 

and will trample down all the flowers in a garden, or kill any 

number of little chickens that are so unlucky as to come 

within his reach. 

There can be nothing much more disagreeable than the 

sound of a peacock’s voice. It is a harsh scream, which 

you could never forget when once you had heard it. For 

food he will eat any sort of grain and insects; he also 

picks the buds off plants to satisfy his appetite, and would 

strip the thatch from a cottage and devour it also. 

Whole flocks of pea-fowls are seen in the fields of their 

native country; but if they observe any one drawing near 

they will run quicker than even the active little partridge 

to hide where it will be impossible to find them. They
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are usually caught by a way which the fowler has in- 

vented as a snare. He will walk into the places frequented . 

by these birds, carrying a banner which has a peacock 

painted on each side of it and a lighted torch at the top. 

Frightened by so strange a sight, the foolish bird runs 

towards what he fancies is one of his own kindred, and he 

is then caught in a noose which is hanging just in the way, 

and holds him fast. 

There are a great many tigers in Java, and the natives 

live in constant fear of these cruel beasts, and keep great 

fires burning all night to drive them away. Sometimes as 

they watch they hear the harsh voice of the peacock ; then 

they always say that the tiger is not far away, for strangely 

enough the bird and the beast are often seen near together. 

We have a habit of saying of any person who seems to 

think somewhat too highly of himself, “He is as proud as 

a peacock.” I am not quite sure if our gaily-feathered 

friend deserves his character for conceit and vanity. True, 

he walks in a very stately, show-off manner; but with such 

a tail to carry it would not be easy to move in a more 

rapid, simple fashion. _ 

If you have watched the peacock, you will have found 

out that he can not only spread out this beautiful tail like 

a train to sweep the ground, but is also able to raise it 

straight up in the air still more widely spread, so that its 

splendid markings and colours may be seen to the best 

advantage. Despite all his grandeur he is really a very
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near relative of our common barn-door fowl, concerning 

which we never say a word of praise excepting for its 

usefulness. This proves that there is great truth in the 

old saying, “ Fine feathers make fine birds.” 

I have not been able to find out the reason why some 

foolish people think ill-luck will befall them if they haye 

peacocks’ feathers in their houses. Certainly many who 

have screens formed of these pretty changeful plumes do 

not seem to suffer any disagreeable results. 
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THE GOLDEN PHEASANT. 

AFTER the peacock, the golden pheasant is perhaps the 

most beautiful of birds. Not only is the plumage of a 

lovely colour, but the different shades are so wonderfully 

mingled that he indeed makes a brilliant show. 

He comes to us from China, and at first it was thought 

that his bright hue must be the effect of the climate, and 

that he was only a common pheasant, despite his beauty. 

This was proved a mistake when numbers of the common 

pheasant also were found in China, which had not the 

same colouring as this splendid bird called “ golden.” 

The picture shows you how long a tail he has. It is 

narrow and arched, and is formed of eighteen feathers, the 

two middle ones being always longer than the rest. When 

he is in good plumage, the golden pheasant measures three
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feet long with this handsome tail. The feathers on the 

front of the head are very long, very silky, and of a bright 

yellow. They hang over those on the back of the head, 

which are of an orange colour marked with rays of black. 

Then the feathers at the back of the neck are tinged with 

green and gold and bordered with black; those on the - 

pheasant’s back are yellow, with a crimson tip. At the 

base of each wing he has a patch of blue so deep in its 

shade that you might almost call it violet; the quill 

feathers are in many different shades of chestnut and 

brown, and the tail feathers are variegated with chestnut 

and black. Just above the base of the tail the hue is scarlet, 

and so are the breast and the under parts. The throat 

is dusky brown, the bill and the legs are yellow. And 

now I am sure you will say that the golden pheasant is 

much smarter than most of the birds that you read about. 

The mother-pheasants are never so handsome as the 

male birds; they can show only a few shades of brown in 

their plumage, wings and tail barred with black, and a 

white throat. 

In the natural state this pheasant dwells amid the 

thickets of a wood or plantation, and sleeps on the ground 

when the weather is warm. In the colder months of the 

year he chooses a tree and roosts among its branches. 

For food, he roams each morning in search of the 

young shoots of grass, or of some plants he finds among 

the meadows; if worms or insects happen to come in his
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way, so much the more pleased will he be. Later in the 

‘year there are the wild berries and acorns to furnish his - 

repasts. 

The short wings of the pheasant do not let him fly 

much. He cannot soar into the air, and indeed he never tries 

to raise himself above the ground unless he is very fright- 

ened, and then his flight is heavy and low, and soon comes 

to an end. His custom is to walk about as as our com- 

mon cocks and hens do. 

The female bird does not take much trouble about a 

nest in which to rear her little ones. Having found out a 

small hollow in the ground, she drops a few leaves into it 

and there lays her eggs. Sometimes she will not even be 

at the pains of sitting on them; and if this happens when 

she is living in a tame state, a common hen has to be 

found to hatch the tiny pheasants and be a good mother 

to them. 

It is only the common pheasants that we are in the 

habit of seeing served at our tables. These beautiful gay 

fellows from China are too costly and rare to be cooked 

and eaten; and those who have them are proud of such 

ornamental birds, and keep them as long and as carefully 

as possible. °



  

THE SILVER PHEASANT. 

Let me tell you next of a very near relation of the bird 

about which you have just been reading. 

Whether you admire him as much as the golden phea- 

sant must depend on your taste. If you like a great deal 

of bright, rich colouring, you will not choose the silver 

pheasant as your favourite. Still you cannot help giving 

him some of your admiration, because he really deserves to 

be thought much of. 

When living in a tame state, in our own or some 

neighbouring country of Europe, this bird is more hardy 

than the golden-plumaged kind, so there is not the same 

risk of his dying soon after he has felt a little cold 

weather. 

In habits, this pheasant is a good deal like our domestic
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fowl; yet I am sure a glance at his picture will show you 

that he is handsomer than any cock that ever crowed, or 

hen that ever clucked to her chickens. 

The total length of the male bird is about two feet 

eight inches, and the female is always rather smaller. 

The cheeks are covered with a bright red skin quite 

bare of plumage. On the top of the head there is a tuft 

of long black feathers that hang down over the upper part 

of the neck behind. The sides of the head, the neck, the 

back, the wings, and the top feathers of the tail are all of 

a silvery white; so you will not need to ask why this bird 

is known by the name that distinguishes him from other 

pheasants. Across these snowy plumes there pass a number 

_of fine black lines, so delicate and so regular that. they 

look like pencil-markings; you see them quite plainly in 

this portrait of the pretty silver pheasant. 

He is all the more handsome because, in contrast to all 

these light feathers, the front of the neck, the breast, and 

the under parts of the body are of a deep purple black. 

The two longest feathers of the tail are quite white in the 

lower half; the legs are deep red; and the bill is of a 

yellow tint, getting duller toward the point. 

There are no beautiful silvery plumes barred with fine 

tracings of black on the hen’s back: her feathers are of an 

earthy-brown tinge about the neck, the breast, and the 

upper parts; while the lower parts are of a dingy white 

mixed with brown, and crossed with black bands. The
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quill feathers of her wings are nearly black ; and the tail 

is a mingling of black, white, and brown. 

In shape, however, this female bird is graceful, and the 

breed is in great favour in the different countries of Eu- 

rope. A great many have been brought at different times 

fvom their native China, and they thrive well in their new 

life. I cannot say that the mother-bird bears a better 

character for care of her little ones than the golden phea- 

sant: it is the habit of all the species to be very idle about 

building their nests, and they have not always the patience 

to sit on their eggs till the young birds are hatched. 

I must not forget to tell you that, though the hen- 

bird among all the pheasant family is not so handsome as 

her mate during her young days, she sometimes surprises 

her owners by becoming just as brilliant in colours as he is 

when she is getting quite old. 

It seems that no one who has studied the ways of birds 

can explain how this comes to pass; but they all agree that 

now and then an old hen-pheasant becomes quite a curi- 

osity by taking the bright-coloured plumage of the male.



  

THE RED-LEGGED PARTRIDGE. 

WHEN little girls first began to wear bright red stockings 
in contrast to their dark winter dresses, people said that 
the fashion was copied from the red-legged partridge. 

The legs of this partridge are indeed very bright, and 
so is the bill, The general colour of the feathers is red- 
dish brown, but the breast has a shade of blue on its ash- 
tinted plumage, and the throat is pure white, bordered by 
a deep black band which passes upwards to the eyes. 

The beauty of these partridges is made more striking 
by the markings of the side feathers, They are crescent- 
shaped bars of white, black, and chestnut, and you will 
not notice this on the common partridge, which we are 
accustomed to see hanging up for sale in the poulterers’ 
shops.
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There are a great many of these red-legged birds in 

France, and they are common also in Italy. But they 

never live by choice in Switzerland, Germany, or Holland, 

so we may suppose the climate of these three countries 

does not suit their health or please their fancy. 

No doubt you have heard of the little Channel Islands 

that belong to England, but are so very near to the French 

coast. On one of these—the pretty isle of Guernsey—you 

may see many a red-legged partridge. When (on very 

rare occasions) one or two of these birds have flown across 

to the southern coast of England, people have given them 

the name of the island from which they came. 

These birds are larger than the common species, and as 

an article of food are better liked. Yet even our little 

English partridges are in high favour, or else there would 

not be so many shot every autumn when the first of Sep- 

tember has come. They are all prettily shaped, plump 

birds, with rounded wings, which is the result of the short- 

ness of some of the quill feathers. The tail also in every 

member of the partridge family is short, the bill is slender, 

and there are no feathers upon their legs. Of late years, 

a great many of these red-legged birds have been kept in 

English game preserves, so they may be seen without much 

difficulty. 

They do not like the common partridges, and will peck 

and drive them away, so that the two breeds will never be 

persuaded to live together on friendly terms, as some other
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kinds of birds do that are nearly related. I cannot give 

you any reason for this, because the likes and dislikes of 

the feathered creatures are quite beyond explaining. But 

they have all kinds of strange whims and ways that are 

very interesting to watch and wonder about; and they are 

not at all stupid and indifferent about what happens to 

them, as some people who have given no time to studying 

bird-life are apt to fancy. 

The red-legged partridge will always choose to live on 

hilly ground if he can; and the female builds her nest in a 

field or a copse, under the safe shelter of some thick hedge- 

row or brushwood. Here fifteen or sixteen eggs are laid; 

they are of a dirty white colour, and marked with reddish- 

brown spots. 

The little common partridge that we know best is very 

sociable ; he is on the most friendly terms with others of 

his kind, and it would seem as if his idea was “the more 

the merrier,” for he likes to be one of a large company. 

The red-legged bird is not like his English relative in this 

matter. He has been seen among a large covey of birds, 

to be sure; but they do not keep very near together, nor 

take to flight at the same moment. 

When made captive they are not so shy as the smaller 

partridges, and so they are more quickly tamed. 

There is another of the family of partridges that comes 

from Sumatra, and he is even more timid and mistrustful 

of mankind than these two kinds. So he hides himself in
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the forests, and very seldom ventures out into the open 

plains, where he would be easily seen. 

We must own that if the pretty partridges have no 

trust in us we cannot be surprised, for so many are killed 

every year and served at our tables. 
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THE CALIFORNIAN QUAIL. 

THE quail is a bird about as large as a partridge. Num- 

bers of them come from Africa when the winter is over, 

and spend the spring and the summer months in the south- 

ern countries of Europe; but the kind of which you have 

now the picture is found, as the name tells you, in Cali- 

fornia. 

He is larger than the quail that we have in our quarter 

of the world, for he is fully eight inches in height, and nine 

or ten inches long from the bill to the tail. The general 

colour of this bird is dusky brown, with a tinge of slate on 

the tail and on the front part of the breast. The head is 

of an ash-gray mixed with brown, and from the back part 

of it there rises a crest of five or six black feathers, that 

stands erect for about half its length and then curves for-
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ward very gracefully. Most of the feathers on the back 

of the neck have a tip of white, and between them and the 

throat there is a stripe of whitish feathers that ends beneath 

the eye on either side, as you see in the picture. The 

plumage of the under parts is yellowish white, with a shade 

of brown, and edged with black in the shape of a half- 

moon or crescent. The legs are partly covered with brown 

feathers. 

These birds are found among thickets and bushes in 

large bands; and as they are of a rather quarrelsome dis- 

position, they often have disagreements and little battles 

with one another. 

When about to change to either summer or winter 

quarters, they gather in immense numbers ready for the 

journey, and always fly off at night. 

The mother-bird makes her nest in a little hole which 

she has scraped in the ground, and having filled this with 

grass and clover she lays her eggs in it. They are of a 

dull orange colour spotted with brown, The young quails 

soon learn to run about and pick up the seeds and grain 

and insects they may find ; and by the time for changing 

their home they have strength enough to take wing with 

their parents. 

Among the low woods and plains of California these 

birds grow fat, and their well-flavoured flesh is in great 

request for the tables of those who like good things. 

One way of catching the quail is to imitate the note of



142 THE CALIFORNIAN QUAIL. 

the hen-bird, and thus to get a number into the net which 

has been spread carefully, and which they either have not 

noticed or have not feared. Once caught, there is no 

difficulty about getting a good price for a bird which is so 

much in favour. 

A captain once brought over a number of these Cali- 

fornian quails to England, hoping to rear young ones and 

make the breed quite at home in our country. On the 

voyage all the female birds died ; so his hope of eggs and 

nestlings was quite at an end for that time. The male birds 

were given to the Zoological Society; and though that is so 

long ago that they are dead now, others have been brought 

to England since then with better success. 

These Californian birds are just like the quails of Europe 

as regards manners and habits, but they are more graceful 

in their movements and bearing. The female birds never 

have the white crescent that borders the throat of the male, 

the feathers of the crest are smaller, and the whole plumage 

is fainter in its hue. 

In Europe the quails are spread about to the number 

of hundreds of thousands during the month of April; for 

they have arrived then to make their summer quarters in 

Italy, France, and other countries.
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THE TURTLE-DOVE. 

WE have read about many birds that prey on others and 

are cruel of disposition, but here is one of the gentlest 

creatures. 

Excepting in the very coldest countries, you might find 

the turtle-dove in all parts of the Old Continent. It is 

one of the travelling birds that winter in the south and 

arrive in England and other lands of moderate temperature 

about the end of May, when good weather is to be expected. 

As they have very strong wings, it is an easy matter for 

them to make a long journey in a short space of time. 

When about to build a nest, a pair of turtle-doves will 

seek a quiet spot, and generally one that has water near. 

Sometimes they choose the higher branches of the trees, but 

more often they lodge themselves in thickets and copses,
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and occasionally in some hole in a rock, or on the ground. * 

The nest is then made of small branches loosely twined - 

together. Several pairs of the gentle birds build near one 

another, so that when they need to fly out in search of food 

they go in a company. 

All kinds of seeds and berries are welcome to them, 

but they like peas better than anything else, and they 

often do a good deal of damage in vegetable gardens in 

which these happen to be plentiful. After the reaping of 

the corn, these birds are very busy picking up the ears that 

have fallen on the ground. 

In length the turtle-dove is rather more than twelve 

inches. Its head and neck are ashy-gray, and the upper 

wing feathers dusky brown, with a bordering of red. 

The quill feathers are brown also, but are tipped with 

grayish white. The sides of the neck are marked by a 

patch of little black feathers with white points, but only in 

the full-grown dove. You would look in vain for this on 

a very young bird. The throat and breast are of a bright 

chocolate brown, rather paler in the lower part. The under 

parts of the body are of pure white, and there are some 

white marks among the brown and blackish feathers of the 

tail. A tinge of blue may be seen about the brown bill. 

The legs and feet are red, and the claws are black. The 

female of these doves is never quite so bright in her colour- 

ing, but otherwise she is just like the male bird. 

Every one, I suppose, has heard the mournful note of
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the turtle-dove. Some people think it very pleasant; but 

as it is always the same, even those who like it best may 

grow a little tired of the sound. 

It would be scarcely possible, among all the many kinds 

of birds that we have in the world, to find any that are 

better. parents than ‘are these pretty gentle doves. When 

the hen is sitting on her eggs, her mate takes her place as 

soon as she leaves them to get her food, or to exercise her 

wings. As soon as the young ones break the shell, the 

father and mother birds are devoted in their care; and as 

the tiny things are unfledged and blind, they could not pos- 

sibly provide for themselves if they had neglectful parents. 

When two birds of this kind have chosen each other for 

companions, they do not grow tired and seek a change of 

society. As long as they both live they are very affection- 

ate; and sometimes when one dies the solitary bird is not 

content with a new mate, but pines away. 
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THE PIPING CROW. 

WE all know the crow, and I do not think he is held in 

much esteem, for he is both mischievous and dishonest. 

Here is an Australian relative of our well-known friend, 

that can be taught to whistle any tune that he hears, so 

he bears the title of “ Piping Crow.” 

They do not seem to be among the migratory or trav- 

elling birds. No desire to see other countries, or to fly 

here and there in search of the warmest sunshine, seems to 

be given them. They live on always in certain parts of 

the far-off land which is their home, until some one catches 

them to bring away as a curiosity to friends in Europe, 

who like to see and to possess foreign birds.
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One was brought from the Blue Mountains to France a 

long time ago, which had grown quiet and tame during the 

voyage. He had learned to crow like the cocks and cackle 

like the hens that were on board the vessel, and to whistle 

the airs that the sailors amused themselves with. After a 

time the bird forgot a little that he had excelled in; but if 

_ he was prompted, the recollection came back at once, and he 

could make himself extremely amusing. 

Our picture shows you that this piping crow is much 

the same size as the common variety we are used to see. 

The back of his neck, as well as the shoulders, are white ; 

all the rest of his plumage is of a deep, shining black, 

excepting the base of the tail, which is like snow. The 

legs and claws are dull black, and the bill is blue at the 

base and black at the tip. 

. These birds build their nests in trees, making them of 

twigs with a lining of grass. They have three young ones 

to feed and watch over, and the mother-bird is especially 

careful that her children get as much as they can possibly 

eat. Early in the morning the old birds make a great noise 

of whistling up in the trees; but later in the day they are 

too busy seeking food to amuse themselves in this fashion, 

and perhaps towards night they get tired and sleepy, for 

then their voices are but rarely heard. 

Have you noticed the long, hard bill of this Australian 

crow? It can do a great deal of mischief, for it is strong 

enough to drag many a young bird out of its nest. If he
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saw one that was ill or wounded he would be sure to attack 

and destroy it, because he has such a cruel character. 

Usually in England the crow is a somewhat solitary 

bird. We often see him alone, or at least with but one or 

two of his kindred near; but the Australian crow is found 

in rather numerous bands among the mountains. The eggs 

that other birds have laid are just what all crows love to 

steal; the wild duck, the pheasant, and many more are 

robbed in this way. The hen-crow will attack lambs here 

in England, or when she is building she is impudent enough 

to lodge on the back of a sheep and tear out the wool with 

her beak, so that she may carry it off to line the nest of 

her little ones. I do not know if the piping crow is guilty 

of the same meanness ; but it is quite likely she would do so 

if the chance came, because we hear that they are much 

the same in their habits. But it is perhaps worse that the 

crow’s nature leads him to steal things that are of no use 

at all either to himself or his family. 

It is a real pleasure for him to get hold of something, 

just for mischief’s sake, and carry it off to his nest, as the 

raven and the magpie do. A good many stories have been 

told about innocent people being suspected of stealing rings 

and chains and such like ornaments, that from their bright- 

ness have tempted the crow (and others like him) to be a 

thief. So if a crow, either English or Australian, happens 

to be at liberty, you must take care that you leave nothing 

about which you would be sorry to lose.
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The natural voice of our crows is so hoarse and unpleas- 

ant that I scarcely think they could be taught to whistle 

airs of music. It is the Australian cousin that does all the 

piping, and shows himself a clever mimic after a little pains 

has been taken with his education. 
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THE CHINESE STARLING. 

Tus pretty little bird is often caught and kept in cages 

by the Chinese, who feed it on rice and on the insects which 

it has been in the habit of finding for itself. 
The starling family is a very large one; there are 

members of it spread about in many distant countries, such 

as Syria, Egypt, and Africa. The one of which you have 

the picture here is found in very large numbers about Java 

and China. In colour he is almost entirely black, with a 

shade of gray on some parts, and some white marks among 

the wing feathers as well as at the end of the tail. 

He has a long, sharp bill, just slightly arched; in hue 

it is yellow, and there is a space round the eyes of exactly 

the same shade. The legs have rather a deeper colour. In 

size this Chinese starling will be about eight inches long, and
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when his wings are closed they will reach to the middle 

of his tail, and thus you may be sure they help him to fly 

well and lightly. He has a little crest of longish feathers 

upon the front part of his head. 

All the starlings are very intelligent, and can be taught 

to whistle and to talk almost as well as a parrot. This 

Chinese variety is especially quick in taking a lesson, and 

easily imitates the words and sounds he has.the chance of 

listening to. 

But besides being amusing these starlings are useful. 

They are so clever in destroying quantities of insects, that 

a number of them were taken to a place. in which locusts 

spoiled all the crops, and in a short space of time the land 

was quite freed from this nuisance. Still it must be 

owned that they also lay waste some of the cultivated 

ground, because they search so closely and continually for 

their favourite food of worms and insects. 

The cattle certainly ought to be very much obliged to 

these little starlings that rid them of the insects which 

tease them. The sheep also must be grateful, for these 

birds seize on the insects that infest their fleeces and give 

them a good deal of uneasiness. 

Very sociable are the starling family, and they seem a 

live in great harmony, without any disputing over their 

gains. Their nests are built in the holes of walls or ruins, 

perhaps in some crumbling. old church tower. The eggs 

are pale blue in colour, and are laid carefully in the grassy
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lining of the straw and roots which the mother-bird has 

woven cleverly together. 

In some of the fens of Lincolnshire and such other parts 

of England, the young starlings roost in great numbers among 

the reeds when they have grown too large for the nest. 

The weight of them, when there are a great many, will 

crush down the reeds just as if a heavy storm had passed 

over the place. 

There are large bands of starlings upon the western 

coast of Scotland, and if any one is up early enough in the 

morning, he may expect to see them coming from their 

rocky homes to search in the meadows and fields for food. 

They like farm-yards very much, for no better hunting- 

ground could be desired by a starling. 

While they dig up worms and grubs they make a 

chattering noise; but if a little scream is heard away 

they all fly, for one has been on guard, and this is his 

note of warning. When the weather is very warm and 

sunny the wild starlings may be heard singing softly; it 

is not a powerful song certainly, but when a number of 

them are joining together it is quite a pleasant little bird- 

concert. 

There is a relative of the Chinese bird that we know 

by the name of the rose starling, because his beak is of 

that hue, and so are parts of his wings as well as his back. 

He is very rarely seen in England, but in India he makes 

one of a large band that seem to darken the air as they
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fly past. Another of the family lives in Africa, and his 

feathers shine like satin; he is so bright that he has been 

compared to a flash of lightning when he moves very 

quickly. These beautiful starlings are never seen in En- 

gland, except perhaps as a very rare specimen. They all 

have the same pleasant, lively ways as the Chinese starling, 

whose portrait you have now before you. 

 



  

THE WIDOW FINCH. 

Have we not found a bird with a strange name? Let me 

first tell you how he came by it. 

The first writer who gave any account of it, said that 

the Portuguese called it the “ widow,” because of its colour 

and long black train. Some time later, he said that he 

found this was not correct. It was the “ whidah,” and so 

called because it was brought to Lisbon from the kingdom 

of Whidah on the coast of Africa. I suppose by then the 

first name had pleased the fancy of every one who cares to 

hear about the birds; for although it began in a mistake, 

this has always been called the “ widow finch.” 

Your first glance at the picture will show you the
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length of the tail feathers. The bird itself is small, and 

has much the manners of our well-known linnets, being 

very lively and active. In the summer time his plumage 

is best and brightest, being all glossy black, except for a 

chestnut band.on the back of the neck, the ruddy brown 

of the breast, and the whitish under parts. 
During winter he loses his longest tail feathers, which 

measure about twelve inches ; and his black back changes to 

a dull orange hue, varied with spots. Itis black and white 

also about the head during that season; therefore we must 

see the widow finch before he begins to lose his feathers in 

the autumn, if we would judge of his beauty. 

The younger hen-birds are much like the male in his 

winter dress all through the year. As they grow older, 

they get darker and handsomer; but they never have the 

long feathers of their mates, even if they become more like 

them in good looks. . 

All the widow birds come from Africa, and are most 

common on the western coast between Senegal and Angola, 

which places perhaps you have seen marked upon a map. 

As captives they manage to be very happy, if we may 

judge by the brisk way in which they jump from perch to 

perch, raising and lowering their handsome tails as they feel 

inclined. | 
They are very fond of bathing; and to keep them 

healthy and satisfied with their lot, there must be water 

placed every day in the cage for a bath.
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The male bird has a sharp note, but it is pleasant to 

hear. After his long winter silence, he gets back his voice 

with the bright spring days. They will feed upon different 

kinds of small grain, and be very grateful for a few green 

herbs every now and then. If well cared for, and sheltered 

from the cold of our climate, this is a bird which lives from 

twelve to fifteen years. 

Although it has been long known in Europe, the widow 

finch has never become common amongst us like the canary 

and other small birds. All the large family of finches, 

from whatever country they come, are very easily tamed 

and very full of intelligence. 

They are useful birds in the way of destroying insects, 

and they also feed upon the seeds of many weeds that 

might otherwise increase even faster than they do. 

The nest of a finch is not made in a careless, untidy 

fashion, as are the nests of many of the large birds you 

have been hearing about lately. Fine twigs, blades of 

grass, feathers, and bits of wool are all got together to 

form a soft, snug home for the little ones; and when 

they come out of the shell, their parents take good care 

of them, and bring plenty of food to the hungry young 

things. 

Our own goldfinch and the smart chaffinch are both 

related to the widow finch of the glossy black plumage. 

There is another of the numerous family that lives in 

the tropical countries, where rice grows as commonly as
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corn does in England. This kind of finch does so much 

harm to the crops that a number of strings are arranged 

with bits of paper on them by which the birds may be 

seared. There are little huts spread about over the field, in 

each of which a man is kept sitting to pull the strings and 

so make the papers rustle and twirl about. Each time the 

strings move this thieving finch flies away, but soon comes 

back and eats afresh. They get so fat on their meals of 

rice that the natives think them quite worth cooking, and 

so catch as many as possible. 

I do not think any such tales are told of the African 

finch in our picture; and when kept in our English 

collections of foreign birds, he always has a good character, 

and is liked for his blithe merry ways. 

 



  

THE ALEXANDRINE PARRAKEET. 

Ir is time we began to talk a little of the parrot family, 

for there are a great many different kinds. 

The parrakeets are perhaps more graceful than some of 

their kindred ; their claws are not so strong as those of the 

parrot, and they have very slender feet, which enable them 

to run quickly along the ground. 

As long ago as when Alexander the Great made a journey 

into India, this bird of our picture was found and brought 

by him to Europe, so it is called the Alexandrine parrakeet. 

Their usual length is about eighteen inches ; but the female 

is rather smaller. In colour almost all the different parra- 

keets have an emerald-green body, a deep red beak, and a ~ 

rose-tinted collar of feathers at the neck, while the two long 

plumes of the tail are of a most beautiful and rich shade 

,
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of blue. The Alexandrine bird has rather a deeper shade 

about the neck and shoulders, and is more rare than many 

of the others. There is also a patch of black about the 

throat which passes to the sides of the neck, and from the 

base of the bill a line of black passes towards the eyes. 

Then on the wings there is a deep purple patch which 

makes a contrast to the other shades of his plumage, so 
that altogether he is a very gay and handsome fellow with 

his varied colours. The noise which these parrakeets 

make is something no one can believe unless it has been 

heard, and a traveller among those Indian forests would 

hear them screaming to one another before he came near 

where they were. 

As captives they continue very noisy; but they can 

be taught to talk, so that words and a few funny sen- 

tences are not so wearisome to hear as their constant cries 

and shrieks. They lead a very happy life among the 

trees, and are affectionate to each other. For food they 

like all kinds of berries and grains. The parrakeets which 

we see most commonly in England are called the ringed 

kind, and become very tame indeed. 

There is a little green parrakeet that lives in the Spice 

Islands, and the natives are always trying to catch them, 

not to make pets, but to use them as food. Their flesh has 

a very dainty flavour, because they feed on the fruit of the 

spices. | 

When they have grown fat the hunters come and take



160 THE ALEXANDRINE PARRAKEET. 

them in numbers ; but the green leaves among which they 

perch are so much the colour of their feathers that they are 

not seen at the first glance. You will wonder, then, why 

this parrakeet is so often caught. It is because he is like 

some small human beings, and cannot manage to keep quiet. 

If he could but remain still, he might save his life ; yet this 

is not his nature. He wants to flit from bough to bough 

so constantly that he begins rustling, and then the natives 

see where he is, and take aim at the restless little bird, 

shooting as many as they care to have. 

The Alexandrine birds can climb as well as any of the 

parrot tribe, for their claws help them to lay firm hold of 

the branches as they mount higher and higher. When 

they find nuts, the hard shell is no difficulty, for their 

sharp-notched bills will soon crack it, and they reach the 

kernel in a second, enjoying it greatly. 

When they want to rob the plantations of the fruit 

that has been cultivated there, these parrakeets do not go 

off one or two together. They are wise enough to form a 

large band, and so they have the advantage of plenty of 

cheerful company, and can besides do their work of mischief 

in a very short space of time. 

I do not think you will be likely to see an Alexandrine 

parrakeet at the home of one of your friends, nor to possess 

the pretty creature as a pet of your own. Though there 

are plenty of them in India, and particularly in the island 

of Ceylon, it is not so easy to keep them as tame birds in our
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chilly country. Still, with care, they are preserved among 

the collections of foreign birds which Antwerp, Paris, and 

London, as well as other large cities of Europe, possess ; so 

if you pay a visit to the Zoological Gardens, that will be 

your best chance of seeing this gaily-coloured and elegant 

parrakeet, of which you have here the likeness. 

  
(84) 11



  

THE VAZA PARRAKEET. 

THOUGH in the usual way the parrakeets are of brilliant 

coloured plumage, we have a rare sort here that has a very 

sombre livery. Many of his class have been found in Aus- 

tralia, but a few are seen about the islands of the Pacific 

Ocean, and the bird of which you have the portrait here 

was brought a long time ago from Madagascar. 

In the form of the bill this parrakeet is a little like the 

macaws, for the upper part is short and the lower part is 

deeply notched. The tail is broad, and in its length equals 

the body. The wings do not reach above a third part of 

the length of the tail when they are closed. You see by 

the picture that the colour of this bird’s feathers is a sooty 

black, but if he is placed in a strong light there may be seen 

a shade of slate passing over them. The legs and claws
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are black, the bill is of a dusky horn colour, and round 

the eyes the narrow ring of skin is white. So the Vaza 

parrakeet has not one single bright tint about him; and 

if there is any jealousy among birds he must wish that 

he had the brilliant plumage of the relations amongst 

which he finds himself in the aviaries of the Zoological 

Gardens or in the houses of those who possess foreign 

birds as pets. 

Like all the parrakeets he moves lightly and swiftly, 

and the speed with which he can run along the ground is 

amusing. Far different is it with the large parrots and 

cockatoos, that move in an awkward way, except when they 

are climbing. 

The character of this Vaza bird is excellent. When- 

ever he has been brought amongst us he has been in high 

favour, because he is so gentle and so easily made tame. 

But he is very timid, and thus he will not grow friendly 

on first acquaintance with his visitors. He likes to make 

quite certain that they have no evil intentions towards him, 

and once sure of this he takes pleasure in being noticed. 

Like most tame birds of the parrot kind, he will let 

himself be carried on the hand of his owner without show- 

ing any wish to give an angry peck. He is also very will- 

ing to be stroked, especially among the soft feathers of his 

head. He is very unlike some of his family in the way of 

noise. Usually their shrill voices are rather a nuisance ; 

but the Vaza bird is almost always silent, and this I think
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to be a strong point in his favour. It is only on very rare - 

occasions, and when he is in the highest spirits, that he 

gives vent to a scream which I must own is loud and harsh. 

As, however, it happens but rarely, there is no great annoy- 

ance to be feared from his voice. The habits of those Vaza 

parrakeets that have been brought from Australia are just 

the same as were noticed in this bird that was caught in 

Madagascar. 

They all grow contented prisoners, and move as nimbly 

in their cages as the space given will allow them to do. 

But it is in the woods and forests of their own sunny lands 

that we should see the parrakeets best—both those that are 

brightly coloured and those rarer birds of dusky hue that 

have such graceful, rapid movements. The food of all the 

species is pretty much the same. Grains, berries, nuts, and 

other vegetable substances, they can find for themselves 

when they are free. There is an Australian variety that 

does not care for fruit, but chooses rather to get the sugary 

Juice out of the flowers that grow in the country. He has 

a tongue formed like that of no other member of his family, 

and it helps him to sweep off this honey, which is his favourite 

banquet. Sad to say, he is so busy over the search that he 

does not see when some one with a gun is drawing near, 

and thus he often gets captured or killed for the sake of 

his flesh, which is thought a dainty dish.



  

THE RED AND BLUE MACAW. 

No bird’s life can be much more joyous than that which 

the parrots lead amongst the branches of the trees. They 

climb about by the help of beaks and claws. They swing, 

they chatter and scream to one another, and go down to take 

a bath in the clear streams every day. They are very 

punctual birds, and it is always just the same hour at which 

they set off on a bathing excursion in a large company. 

When they have enjoyed the water long enough, they fly 

back to the trees, and take great pains in dressing their 

feathers and putting themselves in order. In the middle 

of the day, when the heat of the sun is greatest, they become 

silent, and drop asleep, to wake up as lively as ever with 

the cool breeze of evening. Fora roosting-place the parrots 

choose a hollow tree, getting into the hole one after another 

until it will hold no more. Those of the band that are
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thus left outside hook themselves on to the nearest branch by 
their beaks and claws, sleeping very soundly in that position. 

Among all the family of parrots the macaws are the 
largest and the most brilliantly coloured. They are mild 
in temper, and become very docile when they are captured 
and borne away to live as pets in a strange country. The 
red and blue macaw is one of the most ornamental of his 
kind. He is a large fellow, too, for he measures nearly 
three feet from the top of his head to the tip of his long 
tail. The general colour of his plumage is a deep, bright 
red, with a band of bluish green between the shoulders 
and some deep violet feathers in his wings. His tail is 
generally blue at its base, crimson in the middle, and then 
blue again at the end, and blood-red underneath ; but in 
different birds the colours vary a little in their depth of 
tint. There is no plumage to cover the cheeks of this 

macaw, but three or four lines of minute crimson feathers 

may be seen on their light skin. 

This kind of parrot is found chiefly in Brazil, and also in 

some of the West India islands. They are said to have 
very long lives; but however this may be in their wild state, 
it is certain that when brought to our country they must 

be well protected from the cold if we want to keep them 
long. For food, the macaws live chiefly on fruits and seeds; 

these they can find in plenty when at home in their own 

forests, and in captivity they seem contented with whatever 
is given them.
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Although so handsome, this red and blue macaw cannot 

rival the plainer coloured parrots in intelligence, nor has 

he got so much power of imitation as they have ; neither 

is he so full of activity nor so very sociable with those 

who own and feed him. 

As macaws can find ready purchasers, the catching of 

them is quite a business with the natives of those parts 

where they are common. It is not part of the hunter's 

plan to injure the bird, for this would lessen his value, so 

he arms himself with a blunt arrow and strikes the pretty 

bright head suddenly, so that being stunned the macaw falls 

to the ground and is easily taken. Another way of getting 

him is this, which is generally the easiest and most suc- 

cessful plan. A fire will be lighted under the trees, and a 

kind of plant is burned in it which makes a strong, stupi- 

fying smell. After a short time the poor tricked birds 

begin to feel stupid and drowsy, and dropping off to sleep 

they fall from the branches of the trees as if they were 

dead. Then is the moment when the natives pick them 

up and make off with them to the ships, where the sailors 

are always ready to buy these gay parrots. 

They are such sociable creatures, and so fond of being 

' amongst a large number of their own kind, that one shut 

up in a cage must indeed be unhappy for a time. But 

though they wear a drooping, dejected air when imprison- 

ment is new to them, we may see for ourselves that they 

get over their grief in time.



  

THE GREATER SULPHUR-CRESTED COCKATOO. 

-Do you want to see one of these birds at home? Then 

you must take ship and sail away to Australia; and you 

will find him flying about in the high trees on the banks 

of some river, screaming (because he does not talk or sing), 

feathering himself in the sunshine, or taking a nice doze at 

hot noontide. 

His plumage is all white; but his crest is formed of 

yellow feathers, about the tint of sulphur, as his name tells 

you. The longer feathers of this handsome crest will 
sometimes measure seven inches. 

Like all cockatoos and parrots, this one is of a sociable 
character. He will not be met with alone, but among a 
large company of his fellows. They are very shy birds,
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and take flight as soon as they see any one approaching. 

If you look at his picture, you will notice that he has a 

strong, sharp bill; and indeed he could bite your finger 

nearly in two, if he felt spitefully inclined. But they are 

not often ill-tempered birds; and this yellow-crested fellow 

very seldom hurts any one, unless he has a strong dislike 

to a person who perhaps has not treated him well. Still, 

let me caution you not to be too familiar at first sight with 

one of these cockatoos that we have living in captivity 

amongst us. You may think him to be asleep, but only 

let your fingers approach him, and he will whirl round his 

head to snap at you. The nests of these wild cockatoos 

are built in the rotten branches of the trees, and they are 

formed of mould instead of twigs. The mother-bird lays 

two pure spotlessly white eggs, and then sits on them till 

her little ones appear. I am very sorry to tell you that 

these young cockatoos are often killed and eaten, and the 

older ones are sometimes made into soup, by the natives of 

Australia. 

There are two ways of catching these pretty birds by 

those who do not take out a gun with which to shoot them. 

The native will watch until he sees a flock of cockatoos, 

and, by hiding behind a bush, he keeps them ignorant of 

their danger. He chooses the time when they are going to 

roost among the trees, and then throws a spear in among 

them. One or two at least are sure to be wounded, and, 

falling to the ground, are easily caught.
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Then there is a trick played by the natives which I 

think very cruel. They will fasten a wounded cockatoo to 

a tree, and hide away to see the success of their scheme. 

He cries loudly to let his friends know what distress he is 

in; and they are so fond of one another, that every bird 

within hearing comes flying to see what he can do to help 

his poor brother. Of course this is a good chance for others 

to be hurt and caught in their turn. 

You must not suppose that these yellow-crested cock- 

atoos are not clever and watchful. Two or three of a band 

are always on the look-out, and give notice by loud cries if 

an enemy is to be seen. But if a man will not grow weary 

of hiding in the bushes, perhaps for hours, he may be able 

to get hold of two or three in the way I have just described 

to you. A great number of these birds are brought to 

Europe by sailors and travellers, and you may always see 

them in the Zoological Gardens and in the rooms set apart 

for the feathered creatures in our London bazaars. The 

mischief they used to do among fruits and grains in their 

days of liberty is all at an end. But it is their nature to 

destroy what they can, so, as prisoners, they work away 

with their bills at every bit of wood within reach. No 

one must have a yellow-crested bird of this kind for a pet, 

unless he can bear a good deal of noise. 

He will not repeat sentences like a parrot, but he can 

scream and call, and make a sort of jabbering that is not 

always pleasant. The warm sunshine is very much to his
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taste, and will send him snugly asleep on his perch, with 

his head partly turned and nestling among his soft white 

plumage. 

 



  

THE ROSE-CRESTED COCKATOO. 

Tuts is a member of the large parrot family, and he always 

has aecrest upon the top of his head, that can be moved up 

and down at his pleasure. 

The rose-crested cockatoo is brought to us from Sumatra 

and the islands of Molucca, and he is a very noisy fellow, 

let me assure you. As for the mischief he can do with 

that hard bill of his, I may call it boundless; but before 

we talk about his behaviour we will study his appearance 

a little. 

He is not a large bird, as you may see by the picture ; 

not more than sixteen or seventeen inches long. The 

plumage is white, with a rosy tinge upon it, and the crest
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is formed of bright red feathers. The legs are gray, and 

the bill is of a bluish black. In their wild state these 

cockatoos are on the most friendly terms with one another, 

so they form large companies, and find their way to a field 

where the rice is growing. Here they eat and tear and break, 

doing all the damage that is possible, and vastly enjoying 

the amusement. The owner of the field takes another view 

of the case, and bears a good deal of ill-will towards these 

pretty but dishonest cockatoos. 

They are very happy among the tree-tops, flying here 

and there, and coming down for a bath when they feel 

inclined. It must be hard for them to bear captivity in a 

cage, or to be chained to a wooden stand as we often see them. 

Despite their tricks and troublesome ways, these birds are 

very affectionate, and grow fond of those who are kind to 

them in their new life. 

If ever you have the chance, watch one of these cocka- 

toos getting the kernel out of a nut. He needs no one to 

crack the shell for him; it is done in a minute. Then he 

holds the nut in his foot very daintily, and digging the 

sharp end of his bill into it, manages to pull out the kernel 

bit by bit with his tongue. The tongue of a cockatoo is 

thick and stiff, and he can push it out to a great distance. 

Some people have said that the rose-crested bird is not 

so clever as others of his relatives; but I cannot think this 

is true, because for many years I was watching the tricks 

of one of this kind every day. When first he came to his
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English home he was chained to a stand; but he could 

undo the swivel and get free so easily that at last no one 

tried to fasten him up. He had the sense to know that 

he was to stay in the kitchen (unless invited upstairs), 

and there he had a chair of his own with an iron back 

to it. 

I should tell you that he had bitten away three wooden 

chairs before this plan was thought of. The cook and 

the cockatoo were very great friends, but he played her 

many a mean trick. When she was busy, he was always 

perched on the edge of the kitchen table, watching every 

movement with his keen black eyes. While he felt him- 

self looked after, his behaviour was excellent; but if his 

friend only turned her back an instant, he would dip his 

beak into her jars, and toss currants, or rice, or whatever it 

might be, on to the floor, pretending to be fast asleep when 

she came near. 

I suppose the memory of his old freedom came back to 

the cockatoo, for on very fine summer days he sometimes 

tried how far his clipped wings would carry him. To be 

sure he had his walk on the green lawn every morning ; 

but it so happened that this did not content him, and he would 

suddenly fly into a tree or up to the roof of the house. 

Far too wise was he to go away from those he loved. 

He only teased them by keeping out of reach for an hour 

or two, and then he came down, seeming all the better for 

his flight.
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The stories I could tell you of this bird would take up 

all the space in our little book. 

I wish I could have shown him to all my young 

readers, perching on the back of a large cat, nestling by 

her while she slept before the fire, or picking little bits of 

meat out of the plate that contained her dinner, just for the 

pleasure of strewing them about. For food he ate seeds, 

bread and butter, and soaked bread, also nuts, almonds, and 

dry biscuits. Our picture of the rose-crested cockatoo 

might be the portrait of my old pet, it is so exactly like 

him! 

THE END.
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