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is recorded, in the 

register of the par- 
ish of Wotton Gil- 

‘bert, that snow 

Siz began to fall on    

  

    1614,and continued 

until the r2th of March fol- 

lowing. Itis not to be under- 

stood that the fall was unin- 

terrupted through this interval, 

but that probably there was nota single day 

without the appearance of flakes or sleet. An 

immense number of human lives and of cattle 

was lost. This is the longest sngw-storm of 

which we have met with any notice in the 

public or domestic chronicles of Great 

Britain. What was its geographical area is 

unknown, but we have accounts of some 

very wide-spread falls. 

One of the most extensive snow falls com- 

menced May 6th, 1832, when Pachtussoff, 

the Russian navigator, was at Nova Zembla, 

and Helmerson was travelling in the ‘Ural 

mountains. The descent was experienced 

from the former locality, through the 

whole range, a distance of nearly fifteen 

hundred miles. The great storm on the 

night of December 24, 1836, with which we 

were familiar, was also remarkable for its 

extent as well as for its violence, the wind 

blowing a hurricane. 
sixty thousand square miles of England and 

Wales, in many places to the depth of seve- 
ral feet ; and all the roads of the kingdom 
were either obstructed or rendered quite 
impassable, till cuttings had been made 
through the drifts. At Lewes, an avalanche 

fell from the cliffs, destroying a number of 

houses and burying the inhabitants in the 
ruins. The storm prevailed over the north 
of Germany, all Holland, and the greater 

part of France and Spain. In the latter 
country, the whitened fields around Bilboa 
soon received a different tinge from the 

  
Snow covered the | 
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blood of Espartero’s soldiers, who were then 
prosecuting the war against the Carlists. 

There is something eminently beautiful 
in the gentle descent of snow, as the fea- 
tures of the rural landscape, field, wood, 

homestead, and ivy tower are silently 
mantled with the pure and delicate material. 
But the scene becomes highly imposing in 
a mountainous country, when the gale blows 
tempestuously, and the flakes are driven 
along in clouds of irregular density, now 
obscuring the nearest objects, shutting out 
heaven and earth from sight, and then 
revealing for a moment, between the flying 
volumes, patches of sky aloft, with surround- 

ing outlines of terrestrial nature. The 
storm is enjoyable by the side of the hearth- 
stone ; but it is perilous enough, and often 
fatal, to the lone wayfaring stranger whose 

track is obliterated, and to shepherds and 
their flocks in distant wilds. In 1719, an 

army of seven thousand Swedes perished 
in a show-storm upon the mountains of 

Rudel, in their march to Drontheim. 

In the remote pastoral districts of the 

Scottish highlands, traditionary relations of 

destructive snow-falls, exciting adventures, 

and narrow escapes, are current among the 

peasantry, and are often recurred to by the 

ingle-nook, as the wind whirls the drift 

around their cabins on winter nights. The 

“Thirteen Drifty Days” designate, in legen- 

dary lore, a specially severe interval in the 

year 1620, during which the snow fell on 

the frosted ground day and night, with little 

intermission. The cold was intense to a 

degree never before remembered ; the wind 

was keen and biting; and through the 

whole period the sheep never broke their 

fast. About the fifth and sixth days, the 

younger part of the flocks began to fall into 

a torpid state,and soon perished. On the 

ninth and tenth days, the shepherds com- 

menced forming huge semicircular walls of 

the dead, in order to shelter the living ; but


