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the mouth of the Ruizi is formed of three 
branches about twelve to fifteen yards 
broad, and'six feet deep, with a strong 
current of two miles an hour. He ascer- 
tained that all the rivers round the northern 
end flowed into the lake, and thus con- 
firmed Burton’s original conclusions. Dr. 
Livingstone himself does not appear to 
have formed any definite opinion on the 
subject of Tanganyika hydrography. At 
Ujiji he observed that a current flowed 
northwards at the rate of nearly a mile an 
hour from February to November. Then 
evaporation is at its strongest, and the 
water begins to go gently south, until 
arrested by the flood from the great rains 
in February; so that there is a flow and 
reflow caused by rains and evaporation on 
the surface of a lake three hundred miles 
inlength. At one time he seems to have 
thought there was no outlet, for he accounts 
for the sweetness of the water by the exist- 
ence of this current flowing “through the 
middle of the lake lengthways.” At another 
time he says that he has not the smallest 
doubt that the Tanganyika discharges some- 
where, though he may not be able to find 
the outlet. The question was thus left in a 
complete state of uncertainty, and the larger 
portion of the lake was unsurveyed and un- 
visited, when Lieutenant Cameron reached 
its shores on the 21st February, 1874, 
exactly sixteen years after their discovery 
by Captain Burton. . 

We now come to the doctor’s last Christ- 
mas Day. “25¢h December, Christmas Day.— 
I thank the good Lord for the good gift 
of His Son, Christ Jesus our Lord. I 
slaughtered an ox and gave a fundo and 
half to each party. This is our great 
day, so we rest. It is cold and wet day 
and night. The headman is gracious and 
generous, which is very pleasant compared 
with some, who refuse to sell, or stop to 
speak, or show the way.” 

In January we find the doctor and his 
men floundering on amongst the marshes. 
The country at this point, and to the end 
of his journey, was one continual morass ; 
and he had to march through it, the rivers 

  

only distinguishable from the surrounding 
waters by their deep currents, and the 
necessity of using canoes. In a man re- 
duced in strength, writes Dr. Waller, and 
chronically affected with dysenteric sym: 
toms, ever likely to be aggravated by ex- 
posure, the effect may be well conceived. 
It is possible that had Dr. Livingstone been 
at the head of a hundred picked Europeans, 
every man would have been down within the 
next fortnight. As it is, we cannot help 
thinking of his company of followers, who 
must have been well led, and under the 
most thorough control, to endure those 
marches at all, for nothing cows the African 
so much as rain. Misled by the natives, 
unable to take astronomical observations on 
account of the rain, sodden with the wet, 
it was really wonderful how Dr. Living- 
stone held out so long. It seems that he 
was carried across the sponges and the 
rivulets on the shoulders of one or other of 
his men. 

“24th January. Went on east and 
north-east, to avoid the deep part of a river 
which requires two canoes, but the mar 
sent by the chief would certainly hide 
them. Went one and three-quarter hour's 
journey to a large stream, through drizzling 
rain, at least three hundred yards of deep 
water, amongst sedges and sponges of a 
hundred yards. One part was neck deep 
for fifty yards, and the water. cold. We 
plunged in elephant’s footprints one and 
half hour, then came in one hour to a small 
rivulet, ten feet broad, but waist deep, 
bridge covered and broken down. Carrying 
me across three of the broad deep sedgy 
rivers, is really a very difficult task. One 
we crossed was at least two thousand feet 
broad, or more than three hundred yards; 
the first part the main stream came up te 
Susi’s mouth, and wetted my feet and legs. 
One held up my pistol behind; then one 
after another took a turn, and when he 
sank into a deep elephant’s footprint, he 
required two to lift him so as to gain a 
footing on the level, which was ever waist 
deep. Others went on and bent down the 
grass to Insure some footing on the side of


