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) HE domestic goat 

ee ( Capra hircus ), 
offers, like all 

thoroughly re- 

claimed animals 

over whom man 

has held a long 
continued influence, an almost 
endless number of varieties, 
as it respects size, colour, and 

even the magnitude and num- 
ber of the horns. The goats of Angora 
and Cappadocia have long been celebrated 
for their soft and silky hair, forming the 
staple of the cloth called camlet, 

In Thibet there isa breed furnished with 
an undercoat of wool of exquisite fineness 
and delicacy; it is from this that the so 
much valued Cashmere shawls are fabricated. 
Upper Egypt has a race, on the contrary, 
with close smooth hair, a convex forehead, 
and a projecting lower jaw. The goat is 
abundant in Syria, where the nature of 
che pasturage is such as peculiarly befits it, 
and where it was formerly and is still kept 
in flocks, tended by keepers of the fold. 
Numerous are the allusions to it in the 
Holy Scriptures, from which we learn that 
it constituted no mean portion of the wealth 
of a pastoral people ; its flesh was used as 
food, and its hair wrought into cloth. It 
was among the animals offered up in sacri- 
fice under the Mosaic dispensation ; and 
who does not recollect the scapegoat P 
“Then shall he 2i the goat of the sin- 
offering, that is for the people, and bring 
his blood within the vail, and do with that 
blood as he did with the blood of the 
bullock, and sprinkle it upon the mercy 
seat, and before the mercy seat ” (Lev. xvi. 
15). “And when he hath made an end of 
reconciling the holy place, and the taber- 
nacle of the congregation, and the altar, he 
shall bring a live goat: and Aaron shall lay 
both his hands upon the head of the live 
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goat, and confess over him all the iniquities 
of the children of Israel, and all their trans- 
gressions in all their sins, putting them 
upon the head of the goat, and shall send 
him away by the hand of a fit man into the 
wilderness: and the goat shall bear upon 
him all their iniquities into a land not in- 
habited: and he shall let go the goat in the 
wilderness ” (Lev. xvi. 20-22). 

The Mosaic dispensation was a type of 
that which was to come; it sets forth a 
sacrifice of infinite price, to be offered once 
and for all; one who should bear our sins 
to a land of oblivion, where they should be 
remembered no more against us. Christ is 
the antitype of the sacrifice and of the 
scapegoat; God “hath laid on Him the 
iniquity of us all.” Let our readers turn to 
the ninth chapter of Paul to the Hebrews: 
“Christ being come an High Priest of good 
things to come; neither by the blood of 

’ goats and calves, but by His own blood He 
entered in once into the holy place, having 
obtained eternal redemption for us.” 

And again, chapter x.: “For the daw 
having a shadow of good things to come, 
and not the very image of the things, can 
never with those sacrifices which they offered 
year by year continually make the comers 
thereunto perfect.” “For it is not 
possible that the blood of bulls and of goats 
should take away sins.” 

Several travellers have noticed a breed 
of goats in Syria remarkable for the {extent 
and development of the ears, which hang 
down so as in fact to touch the ground; 
and it is not a little curious to reflect upon 
this circumstance, trivial as it may seem in 
itself, inasmuch as it throws a light upon 
the expression of Amos: “As the shepherd 
taketh out of the mouth of the lion two legs, 

or a piece of an ear.” Several goats of this 
race have come under our own observation: 
their hair is long and flowing; their horns 
short, and curling close to the head; the 
ears of amazing size and thickness.


