
SIX MONTIZS ON FLOATING ICE. 

pinnacle they could find, and fastening a 
waterproof blanket, bound with black, to 
an oar, kept it flying in the hope of 
attracting attention. The ship at one 
time seemed to be nearing, and they never 
for a moment doubted that she would 
ultimately pick them up, as no ice seemed 

to intercept them from her. ‘To their dis- 
may they watched her at last steam into a 
bay behind Northumberland Island, where 
they could distinctly see the sails furled and 
the steam blown off, preparatory to going 
into winter quarters. The party on the ice 
now made desperate attempts to reach the 

shore, but a gale was blowing and a heavy 
sea was running, so that they were glad to 
get back, after getting half-way across, with 
the loss of one boat, six bags of bread, and 
other articles of food, clothing, compass, 
etc, This boat got separated from them 
on a piece of ice, but to their intense 
delight they succeeded in recovering it a 
few days later. After repeated attempts to 
reach the land, they were now compelled 
to abandon all hope of returning to the 
ship, as the ice was drifting, under the 
influence of a strong north-east gale, rapidly 
to the southward. 

Their provisions, after they regained the 
boat from which they had been separated, 
consisted of fourteen cans of pemmican, eleven 
and ahalf bags of bread, ten dozen one-pound 
and two-pound cans of meat and soup, four- 
teenhams,abag of chocolate weighing twenty 
pounds, besides which they had some musk- 
ox skins, a few blankets, a tent, a number 
of rifles, and a large quantity of ammuni- 
tion. In their various unsuccessful at- 
tempts to reach the shore both the boats 
had been stove in, and they now determined 
to sacrifice one, using the copper to repair 
the other, and the wood for fuel, of which, 
as they had not yet killed any seals, they 
stood much in need. The Esquimaux now 
set to work to build snow houses; their 
expertness at this description of architec- 
ture stood the party in good stead, and 
they were soon sheltered in three beehive. 
shaped huts, upon the floor of which they 
spread hides, while they covered themselves   
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at night with the same articles. The tem- 
perature inside the huts was uniformly at 
the freezing point of Fahrenheit. - 

The floe on which they found themselves 
was about five miles in circumference, but, 
owing to the incessant action of winds, 
waves, and frost, it was constantly altering 
its size and shape, sometimes splitting up 
and freezing together again. During the 
months of November, December, and Jan- 
uary, they lived principally on their pro- 
visions, which they ate sparingly; seals 
were scarce, but they occasionally succeeded 
in killing some, the experience of the 
Esquimaux proving most valuable. In the 
latter part of February they lived principally 
on birds; and in March they had no lack 
of food or light, for they killed more seals 
than they could consume. 

Unluckily, in this month their ice-floe 
showed signs of breaking up, and the waves 
used constantly to break over it. They, 
therefore, found themselves compelled tc 
trust for safety to their solitary boat, and as 
she was already deeper in the water than 
was safe for nineteen persons, and con- 
structed of very flimsy material, they 
reluctantly saw thernselves obliged to aban- 
don a great quanity of seal food. From 
this moment they entered upon a series 
of more terrible privations from cold, 
and hunger than anything they had yet 
endured. Sometimes they were in the 
water, sometimes clinging frantically to 
small floes upon which they had hauled 
their boat, and which were being constantly 
swept by the icy waves, drenching the 
whole party, and washing away, on one 
occasion, their tent and their last remaining 
provisions. 

It is astonishing that strong, healthy men 
could have endured such an amount of 
physical suffering, much less women, young 
children, and a new-born baby. At last 
they looked starvation in the face, they 
had eaten tanned seal-skin, and chewed 
everything animal they possessed. All 
daintiness had long since departed. Seals 
they had been in the habit of eating, skin 
and all, carefully saving the blood and every


