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MONSTER GUNS. 

{iHE development of the size | durability and of extreme lightness,     

  

? [) and power of artillery in 

s YA modern days has been 
d2\p wonderful. Not but what 

S there were large guns in 

ancient days. At Ehren- 

breitstemm Castle, on the 

Rhine, is a prodigious 
cannon, 184 feet long, 13 

foot in diameter on the bore, 

ea and 3 ft. gin. in the breech. 
Its ball weighs 180 lb., and 

its charge of powder is 94 1b. The in- 

scription on it shows it to have been made 

in 1529. On the Castle Cliff at Dover is 
a brass cannon, commonly called ‘‘ Queen 

Elizabeth’s Pocket Pistol,” which was pre- 

sented to Her Majesty by the States of 
Holland, for the assistance she had afforded 

them against Spain. It is 24 feet long, and 
was formerly reputed as capable of carrying 

a twelve-pound ball to a distance of seven 

miles. On its breech is a Dutch verse to 
this effect :— 

“ O’er hill and dale I throw my ball, 
Breaker my name, of mound and wall.” 

  

There is a popular rhyme which runs— 

** Load me well and keep me clean, 

And V’ll carry a ball to Calais Green,” 

which is supposed to refer to this piece of 
ordnance; though there appears every proba- 

bility that, were the experiment tried, a 
charge of powder would blow it to atoms. 
Other specimens are to be seen in various 

parts of the world. 
The guns mentioned above, however, 

were mere toys, more for ornament than 

use. The building of the modern system 
of. large cannon dates from 1856, when 

Messrs. Horsfall constructed a gun of 15 ft. 
zoin. in length, and a weight of nearly 22 

tons. Its cost was £3500, and, with a 
charge of 25 lb. of powder, it struck a target 
at 2000 yards. In 1859, Sir W. G, Arm- 
strong succeeded in producing a dreech- 

Joading rifled wrought-iron gun of great   

combining a great extent of range and 

extraordinary accuracy. The range of a 
32-pound gun on this system, charged with 
5 1b. of powder, was a little more than five 
miles. A year afterwards, an American can- 
non, weighing 35 tons, stated then to be the 
largest in the world, was cast. For a few 

years there was a succession of experiments 

in all the countries of Europe. The various 
makers rivalled each other in the size ot 
their artillery, till in 1863 a gun of Sir 

“William Armstrong, weighing 22 tons, and 
for) 

of a length of 15 ft., was supposed to have 

reached the summit of perfection. “ Big 

Will,” however, as this gun was called, was 

soon superseded. Guns of 25 tons were 

built for the powerful ironclads under con- 

struction, then came ordnance of 35 tons ; 

till at length the world was startled to hear 

of an 80-ton gun being constructed at 

Woolwich. The latter “Infant” did good 

service at Shoeburyness, and builders of 

iron ships began to breathe more freely in 

the belief that they knew now the utmost 

power that could be wielded against them. 

They had reckoned, however, without 

the Italian Government. Whispers were 

soon abroad of an extraordinary piece of 

ordnance which had been constructed for 

the Italian Government, and which weighed 

too tons! The rumours were confirmed 

by experiments which made it evident thai 
in the strife between offensive weapons and 

defensive armour, the former, at all events 

up to the present time, have had the 

advantage. 

The weapon used in the experiments to 

which we refer was a roo-ton gun manufac- 

tured by the firm of Messrs. Armstrong and 

Co., at Newcastle-on-Tyne, to form part of 

the armament of one of the two Italian 

ironclads, the Dzzléo and the Dazndolo, a 

gun which, it is worthy of remark, was 

ordered with extraordinary foresight and 

boldness by the Italian Minister of Marine,


