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aim, and fired. The wolf gave a jump and 

a howl and then turned into the wood. 

I could see that I had wounded him, but 

no time was allowed to us to pursue him, 

for scarcely had I fired, when some twenty 

or thirty wolves rushed out of the forest in 

pursuit of us with fearful howling, which I 

shall never forget. There was no need 

telling the driver to hurry the horses on, for 

they were flying already of their own accord. 

But the wolves were as fast behind us, 

gaining upon us at every miuute. It was a 
fearful moment. The sweat was pouring 

down. our faces, but we had no time to heed 

it. Afraid of being thrown out of the 
sledge, from the quickness of our flight, 

which would have been sudden death, we 

held on for our life. With our daggers, 
which were only sharpened at the point, 

though, fortunately, heavy enough to strike 

with, we kept the nearest wolves from 

jumping into the sledge, while we only shot 
at those nearest to the horses’ heads, as we 

did not dare waste a single shot, not having 
time to reload our weapons. The horses 

understood well that their lives depended 

on the swiftness of their legs, and were 
literally covered with foam. 

Two of the wolves we wounded severely, 

and when they fell they were instantly torn 
to pieces and devoured by their own hun- 
gry comrades.. Others, that we only slightly 

wounded, still kept in pursuit of us, howling 

fearfully all the time. With thankful hearts 
we saw the forest was getting to an end, 

and we were within a mile from the station, 

a hut standing alittle apart from the adjoin- 
ing village. Unfortunately, on clearing the 
forest the roads were worse, and it was a 
wonder to us how we still kept in the sledge 
without being thrown out. But the noble 
horses did not slacken their speed. On 
nearing the village, the greater part of the 
wolves held back, but still five or six of 

them, more ferocious than the rest, were in 
hot pursuit, which they kept on so perse- 
veringly that they were not three paces 
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behind us when we came to the gates of 

the station, against which the horses ran 
with such a force as to throw them open 
with the shafts of the sledge. The people 

in the station, attracted by our shots, and 

seeing our position through the windows, 

rushed out, armed with heavy sticks and 

axes, and successfully drove the wolves back 

again, who were -actually so daring as to 

pursue us into: the very yard of the station. 

Even when safe in the enclosure we could 

hardly believe in our deliverance, and were 

at least for five minutes staring wildly 

around us looking defiantly for wolves, until 

the people could make us understand that 

we were really quite safe. Never were our 

thanksgivings more sincere than when we 

entered the hut. Our driver, who entered 

with us, crossing himself before the image 

of the Saviour, said: ‘Only to God we 

owe this deliverance,” and truly we felt this 

as much as he did. Weremained two days 

in the village to recover from our fright, 

and my brother being weaker than myself, 

I was afraid the frightful shock would make 

him seriously ill, which would have been 

another trial, as the nearest surgeon lived in 

Serdobsk, a town about twenty miles off. 

During our stay in this village, I learnt 

that just this time in the year, viz., from the 

middle of December to.the middle of 

January, the wolves always went in herds, 

and that the one I wounded first must have 

been a she-wolf. They rarely venture to 

attack post conveyances, owing to the noise 

of the bells; which frightens them, unless 

driven to it by hunger, or tempted (as in 

our case) by the passengers. After two 

days we again started, but this time in com- 

pany with a merchant, who went the same 

route as we did, and whose lively -spirit 

made him an agreeable companion to us, 

and assisted us a great deal to recover from 

our late adventure. But only the joyful 
meeting with our sister could entirely 

pacify us from our encounter and satisfy ua 

with our journey.


