
466 THE PICTORIAL CABINET OF MARVELS. 
  

four legs above the surface, straining every 
muscle ; it then remained motionless in 
this position in. water about two feet deep. 

My horse was always furnished with a 
long halter or tethering rope ; so I ordered 
the syce and another man to jump into the 
river and secure the crocodile by the rope 
fastened round the body behind the fore 
legs. This was quickly accomplished, and 
the men remained knee-deep, hauling 
upon the rope to prevent the stream from 
carrying away the body. In the meantime 
Monsoor had mounted my horse, and 
galloped off for assistance to the camp of 
the ‘ Forty Thieves.’ 

Crocodiles are very tenacious of life, and 
although they may be shot through the 
brain and be actually dead for all practical 
purposes, they will remain motionless at 
first, but they will begin instinctively to 
move the limbs and tail a few minutes 
after receiving the shot. If lying upon a 
sand-bank, or in deep water, they would 
generally disappear, unless secured by a 
rope, as the spasmodic movements of the 
limbs and tail would act upon the water, 
and the body would be carried away. 

The crocodile, that had appeared stone 
dead, now began to move its tail, and my 
two men, who were holding on to the rope, 
cried out that it was still alive. It was in 
vain that I assured the frightened fellows 
that it was dead. Iwas on the bank, and 
they were in the water within a few feet of 
the crocodile, which made some difference 

.in our ideas of its vivacity. Presently the 
creature really began to struggle, and the 
united efforts of the men could hardly 
restrain it from getting into deeper water. 
The monster now began to yawn, which so 
terrified the men that they would have 
dropped the rope and fled had they not 

  
  

been afraid of the consequence, as I was 
addressing them rather forcibly from the 
bank. I put another shot through the 
shoulder of the struggling monster, which 
appeared to act as a narcotic until the 
arrival of the soldiers with ropes. No 
sooner was the crocodile well secured than 
it began to struggle violently ; but a great, 
number of men hauled upon the rope, and 
when it was safely landed I gave it a blow 
with a sharp axe on the back of the neck, 
which killed it by dividing the spine. 

It was now dragged along the turf until 
we reached the camp, where it was carefully 
measured with a tape, and showed an exact 
length of twelve feet three inches from 
snout to end of tail. 

The stomach contained about five pounds’ 
weight of pebbles, as though it had fed 
upon flesh resting upon a gravel bank, and 
had swallowed the pebbles that had ad- 
hered. Mixed with the pebbles was a 
greenish, slimy matter, that appeared woolly. 
In the midst of this were three undeniable 
witnesses that convicted the crocodile of 
wilful murder. A necklace and two armlets, 
such as are worn by the negro girls, were 
taken from the stomach! The girl had 
been digested. This was an old malefactor 
whose death was a good riddance to the 
whole of the neighbourhood. 

Ihave frequently seen crocodiles upwards 
of eighteen feet in length, and there can 
be little doubt that they sometimes exceed 
twenty; but a very small creature of this 
species may carry away a man while swim- 
ming. The crocodile does not attempt to 
swallow an animal at once, but having 
carried it to a favourite feeding place, 
generally in some deep hole, it tears it 
limb from limb with teeth and claws, and 
devours it at leisure,” 

 


